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PREFACE. 



Haying become acquainted with Mr. Field 
when stationed in Youghal, in the year 1842, 
and having had frequent opportunities of renew- 
ing and strengthening that acquaintance when in 
Queenstown, and on the general Mission through 
the south of Ireland, I formed an exalted esti- 
mate of his pietj, zeal, perseverance, simplidtj, 
integrity of purpose, and usefnlness. In one of 
our interviews he expressed a desire that I would 
look oyer his papers, and give him my opinion as 
to whether they contained any materials that, 
by publication after his death, might, vnth the 
divine blessing, serve the interests of the church 
and the world. On my consenting to do so, he 
forwarded them to me at the Conference held in 
Dublin, June, 1848. • 

The result of the perusal was a judgment 
favourable to publication, which, when commu- 
nicated to him, drew forth the following reply : — 
*^ I am surprised you have pronounced life to my 
journal. I was almost sure it w^'uld have been 
death. I have committed the papers to you: 
do just as you please with respect to the selection 
and publication. I do not think any selector or 
author ever undertook a more dijQicult work; 
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and nothing but the fear of omitting a duty to 
mj precious Lord, and a service to my generar 
tion, would have induced me to expose my 
ignorance by giving them up. Your opinion 
concerning them reconciles me; and may God, 
by His Holy Spirit, assist you in the task !" 

The Christian pubKc will now judge whether 
the memoriab of mercy towards him, both in 
providence and ^race, as contained in the follow- 
ing pages, should have been allowed to perish. 

The undertaking thus devolved on me was 
entered upon with unfeigned diffidence and fear, 
lest the execution might fail, — ^I will not say, to 
do justice to Mr. Field's reputation, — ^bnt, cor- 
rectly to exhibit, and worthily to magnify, the 
grace of God in him. 

A studied plainness will be manifest in the 
style employed, not merely because it was m<ve 
accordiint with the writer's taste than an ornate 
one, but because it comported more with Mr. 
Field's character, aims, objects, and mode of 
speech. Those who knew him will recollect, 
that while he ever discovered a deep reverence 
when speaking of divine things, there was in his 
observations, whether by tongue or pen, a soldier- 
like point, brevity, and directness, which indicated 
that his one, eager, supreme desire was effec- 
tively and usefully to do his Master's will. Yea, 
his simple idea, his sublime object, was to have 
sinners just now pardoned; and pard<med sin- 
ners entirely sanctified and Established with 
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abiding grace :" and were this the unceasing aim 
and effort of all Irish Weslejans, there could be 
no room to doubt that Methodism would still 
live, flourish, and bear fruit increasingly to the 
honour of Gt)d in this country, despite the igno- 
ranee or malignancy of its foes, the treachery of its 
false friends, or the annual diminution of its 
members bj emigration and death. 

He was not careful if made the subject of free, 
and eyen seyere, criticism, as to the manner bj 
which he sought to accomplish such purposes, 
when the object itself at which he aimed was 
achieyed. Enough for him that his Masters 
approying smile was at once his defence and 
consolation. 

In giying quotations from his Mss., his own 
language is faithfully transcribed ; and no liberty 
is taken farther than to make those grammatical 
corrections, and those yerbal and other alterations 
and additions, considered necessary for publica- 
tion; while the meaning, in eyery instance, is 
preseired in its integrity. 

It will be seen, that throughout these Memoirs 
I haye been rather sparing of editorial exposition 
and amplification, being desirous that my readers 
ihemielves should ponder the sentiments and 
facts, and make their own comments ; in which 
case the perusal cannot fail to profit 

My grateful acknowledgments are hereby re- 
spectfully tendered to Henry Cornwall, Esq., and 
the Misses Hunter, Popham, and Aldworth, of 
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Bandon; the Rev. F. P. Le Haitre^ Mis.Le Maitref 
Mrs. Penott, and Miss Fi«ld, of Goik ; the Rev. 
Joseph W. M'Kay, and Mrs. M*Kay, of Cole- 
raine ; the Rev. William Reilly, of Dahlin ; and 
Mr. M'Donald, of London; for letters of Mr. 
Field, or other contributions, kindlj furnished by 
them. 

It is not insinuated by the exhibitioB only 
of his excellencies, that Mr. Field— *4dthough an 
eminent saint of the Most High — was exempt 
from those infirmities inseparable from humanity 
in its best state. He may have been, for exam- 
ple, sometimes too credulous concerning the un- 
prored statements of persons professing to have 
received distinct blessings from Qod; but even 
this failing leaned to virtue's side : it discovered 
an exuberance of the charity which thinketh no 
evil. How much preferable such disposition, to 
the universal suspicion and scepticism of those 
who, instead of believing and hoping ^^ all things^" 
(1 Cor. xiii. 70 are ever tardy to believe or hope 
anything good of any one ! Withal, Mr. Field's 
example was bright, and, in many greatly im- 
portant resvpects, worthy of dose imitation by 
the universal church of Christ. 

IL H* 
Enniskillen, 
May 22d, 1860. 
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MR. JAMES FIELD. 



CHAPTER I. 

I COULD name you many, who, of late, have receiTed such 
strange preservations, even against the common course 
of nature, that might convince an atheist of the finger 
of God therein. — Richakd Baxteb. 

Mr. James Field was born near Ballybaj, in 
the county of Monaghan, Ireland, March 1st, 
1768. His parents were poor and illiterate; and, 
consequently, without means, if thej were even 
anxious, to afford him the school-learning which 
he so earnestly desired, and for which he disco- 
vered no ordinary degree of aptitude. The account 
he gives of his early struggles to obtain know- 
ledge, is not less affecting than instructive : — " As 
none in the family could tell me a word, the diffi- 
culties I had to encounter in learning to read 
were great. Unknown to me, however, the Lord 
secretly encouraged me to steady perseverance, 
and I acquired the ability. I read all I could 
lay my hands on. The Minister of our parish 
observed me, and said, ' James, I will lend you 
books, but you must be very punctual in return- 
ing them every fortnight.* I was greatly rejoiced. 
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promised I would, and faithfully kept that pro- 
mise. This went on for a considerable time. One 

day Mr. M called on me, and said, ' Jemmy, 

you did not bring home the book you got at such 
a time.' ' I assure you, Sir, I did.' ' Jemmy, I 
never found you out in a lie before : sorry I am 
for it.' In Tain did I protest my innocence, and 
the punctual return of the book. Not a word 
would he believe. He left me in tears, and in 
great distress of mind." 

Like young Samuel, James '^ did not yet know 
the Lord;" but the benevolent Father of spirits, 
the Protector of the helpless, saw and pitied the 
anguish of his soul, brought forth his righteous- 
ness as the light, and fully vindicated his charac- 
ter. In a few days Mr. M caUed, and said, 

^' Jemmy, I did you great injury respecting the 
book. I dreamed last night you brought it home, 
handed it to me, and I put it on the top of the 
book-case; that it fell down behind it; and so 
sure was I of this, that I got up out of bed in the 
dark, put my hand behind the case, and pulled 
out the book." Mr. Field adds : " My joy of 
heart was only equalled by the load removed 
from my mina. Who can account for this on 
natural principles ? I knew not God, I had not 
applied to Him ; and yet He pitied the sorrows 
which sunk the soul of an unconverted child." 

His mother having died, and his father married 
again, James was sent to service when about eleven 
years of age. Eager for mental improvement, he 
employed his spare hours in reading, especially 
the Bible, for which at this time he formed, to 
use his own expression, *' a great esteem." The 
following passages sank deeply into his heart :— 
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"Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish;** 
"To be carnally minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace." 

Persons eminent in after-life for piety and use- 
fulness, have often in early youth been strikingly 
preserved from danger and death. The Rev. 
Richard Cecil,* the Rev. John Newton, of 01ney,t 
the Rev. Richard Baxter,^ and the Rev. Messrs. 
John Wesley and John Fletcher, may be given as 
instances of such preservation. The succeeding 
pages of this chapter wiU exhibit, impressively, 
the distinguishing care of Providence over James 
Field on many perilous occasions. 

When about a year old, being left alone, he 
fell into the fire, and would have been burned to 
death, had not timely relief been afforded. Some 
twelve months after, he as narrowly escaped death 
by drowning; having fallen into a pool in the 
garden, out of which he was pulled wnen life was 
almost extinct. He was brought through all the 
hardships and dangers of his campaigns on the 
Continent unharmed. 

In his sixteenth year James returned home 
from service to learn a trade. Here he was cor- 
rupted by evil communications. Thenceforward, 
until he was twenty-four, despite of parental 
restraint, he plunged into folly and vice of every 
kind. God reproved him by His Spirit, and in 
very faithfulness afflicted him. Once and again 
he was brought down to the gates of the grave, 
to the sides of the pit. During this time he was 
hardened, dark, perverse. Often was he hum- 

* Life, by Rev. Josiah Pratt, p. 5. 
•|* Memoirs, by Rev. R. Cecil. 
$ Life and Times, by Orme, p. 15. 
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Med, ashamed, alarmed ; anticipating with guilty 
dread, as his well-earned doom, '' the damnation 
of hell." Strongly impelled by his own nature, 
and by Satanic solicitation, to the commission 
of crime, he frequently felt the influence of pre- 
renting grace 

<' In his utter helplessness 
Restraining him from sin." 

His good resolutions were generally broken. 
Stumbled by the doctrine or practice of Estab- 
lished and non- established Clergy in the neigh- 
bourhood, he omitted to seek instruction in those 
quarters ; and prejudiced against the Methodists, 
as an heretical sect, who, he heard, sought justifi- 
cation by works, he firmly refused to hear them. 

At the age of twenty-four he married ; and on 
July 18th, 1793, enlisted in the Royal Irish 
Regiment of Artillery. In this regiment he served 
nine years, and seven in the Royal British, to 
which he was transferred. He was Bombardier 
and Corporal in the former, and Sergeant in the 
latter. In Cork he did the duty of Sergeant- 
Major for four years and a hal^ without being 
fully appointed to that station. 

Arrived at the head-quarters of his regiment, 
near Dublin, on August 1st, 1793, he found him- 
self as if "in a new world." Horror-struck at 
the abandoned and reckless depravity of his com- 
rades; shaken in his purpose, weakened in his 
effort, to turn from bis evil ways, by their bane- 
ful example and influence, here his prospect of 
reformation soon vanished ; like the hope of the 
drowning man, who, finding his struggles fruitless, 
submits to his fate. He had deferred his repent- 
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ance, he feared, until permanently placed in a 
situation which rendered that repentance impos- 
sible. This thought, '^but for the preventing 
grace of God, would haye driven him to despair, 
or to some act of desperation." Often, on the 
Lord's day, did he retire to the Phenix-Park with 
his Bible, that he might shun the surrounding 

Erofanation, and converse with God and his owq 
eart. He sought the direction and assistance 
of a fellow-soldier, who had received a religious 
education, requesting him to pray with him in 
the barrack-room; but in vain. Tremblingly 
anxious for the safety of his soul, a restless wan- 
derer after rest ; contrite, hating sin, resolved to 
forsake it; despairing, bewildered, he had "no 
man to guide hun " into the way of peace. God 
gave him His good Spirit to instruct him. (Neh. 
ix. 20.) 

In this perturbed state of mind and feeling, he 
was ordered to join the army in Flanders, under 
H. R. H. the Duke of York; England being 
now, in conjunction with Prussia, Austria, and 
other German powers, at war with France. This 
summons Mr. Field received with dismay: not 
that he dreaded death, for, as he said, he could 
cheerfully " shed the last drop of his blood *' to 
protect the dominions and interests of " the King," 
whom " he loved ;" but he feared to die eternally. 
He shuddered at the prospect of being suddenly 
"set forth for an example, suffering the ven- 
geance of eternal Gxe," His language, in effect 
was, — 

'* I deprecate that death alone, 

That endless banishment from Thee.^* 

In December he arrived at the Cove of Cork, 
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after a severe march, and the next month sailed 
for England. The fleet having been separated by 
a tog, the vessel in which he was ran upon a 
rock at Berry-Head, Cornwall. Had the wind 
been high, she must have gone to pieces, and all 
on board perished. Although got off with diffi- 
culty, a large piece of the rock had sunk into her 
keel, and remained firmly there until they came 
into dock at Portsmouth. That it did not drop 
out at sea Mr. Field ascribed, ever af^er, to the 
special interference of a merciful Providence. 

The folio wing July his regiment embarked for 
Flanders. In the hurry of getting the ordnance 
on board, his life was again in jeopardy. Being 
jammed between the carriage of a gun and the 
ship's side, he thought he must now be crushed 
to death ; but he escaped without further damage 
than a hurt in his right arm. Having landed at 
Ostend, they marched, under command of the 
Earl of Moira, to join the Duke's army. And 
here commences a succession of sufferings and 
perils, through which it is no less matter of asto- 
nishment than of thankful joy that Mr. Field's 
life was preserved. 

The army under the command of the Earl of 
Moira, now going to reinforce that of the Duke 
of York, who hud retreated from Valenciennes, 
consisted of about nine thousand infantry, a few 
cavalry, and two companies of the Royal Irish 
Artillery. Some miles from Bruges they halted, 
in an open spot in a forest called the Pigeon's- 
nest. Here, having no camp-equipage, they lay 
on the ground, under dew as heavy as light rain. 
Field having been sent off with a Sergeant to get 
forage for the hungry horses, the countersign was 
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out before they returned. When challenged, they 
had it not. The Sergeant stood, and gave him- 
self up. Field, who was but a recruit, not know- 
ing the consequence, ran to his gun, about a 
quarter of a mile off; and though challenged again 
by six or eight sentinels, every ,one of whom had 
orders to shoot any man who had not the coun- 
tersign, or failed to give himself up, not one of 
them fired at him. In his subsequent record 
of this incident, he observes : " How wonderful ! 
I can never forget this great mercy. None in 
the army could be more unfit to die. Glory be to 
God ! " , 

Hungry, thirsty, and weary, his knapsack for a 
pillow, he lay down under his gun ; and was not 
many minutes asleep, when the balls began to 
whistle over their heads. The enemy was at hand. 
Lord Cathcart, who commanded Field's brigade, 
came galloping, and crying, " Artillery, my brave 
boys, don't load : if the rascals advance, we will 
charge them with the bayonet." When he had 
passed, they unlimbered and loaded their guns. 
" We could not," adds Mr. Field, " be idle, if the 
infantry were engaged." They stood to their 
arms till daylight. The enemy did not advance. 

The fatigues and hardships endured by the 
British army were now excessive. They marched 
almost incessantly, only two hours in the twenty- 
four being allowed for rest. No provisions were 
issued ; and he who could not obtain food, drink, 
and sleep in these two hours, must of necessity 
lie behind. Strict orders were given against 
d linking the water of the draw-wells, under the 
apprehension that they were poisoned. In a few 
days the men became so completely exhausted, 
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that thej fell out of line in multitudes. The 
army, having been halted and scantily provi- 
sioned, pursued their inarch. 

Arrived at the town of Allost, two men from 
each company were sent in to buy bread : Field 
was one of them. He went to a shop, purchased 
a pint of brandy, and mixed it with water, ob- 
tained from a fountain. Before they found a 
bread-shop, the French entered the town. Field 
and his companion fled to their guns. A sharp 
engagement soon commenced, which lasted for 
half an hour. Colonel Doyle came back wounded, 
bleeding profusely, and pale as death ; crying out, 
"Soldiers, can any of you give me a drink?" 
Field ran with his canteen, and handed it to him. 
"He drank freely, and returned it," says Mr. 
Field, " with an observation that fully paid me 
for my grog : ^ He is not an Irishman whom that 
would not cure.'" The gallant and patriotic 
Colonel galloped down to the battle, without 
waiting to have his wounds dressed. 

When the firing began, the emotions with 
which Field's mind was disquieted, when first 
ordered to join the army on the Continent, re- 
vived. He trembled in every limb at the thought 
that, if killed that day, he should be in hell in a 
moment, — eternally fixed in torment as a vessd 
of wrath; having, by his resistance and abuse 
of divine grace, fitted himself for destruction. 
He was not, as he affirms in his journal, afiraid 
of the French ; for if sure he should be shot, he 
would not flinch or break his oath. But he 
trembled before the holy and righteous God, 
whose will and authority he had despised, and 
endless banishment from whom he dreaded more 
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than the loss of all things, even life itself. The 
pride of his heart made him afraid lest his agita- 
tion might he observed, and attributed to coward- 
ice. Fervently did he implore God, by mental 
ejaculations, — if it were possible to extend mercy 
to such a sinner, — for Christ's sake to spare and 
bring him to a land of peace and of religious 
ordinances. In such case, he solemnly cove- 
nanted to serve Him with a willing heart. The 
God of all grace and consolation did not turn 
away his prayer, nor His mercy from him. The 
praying soldier felt a ray of hope. His troop not 
being called to engage, the French retreated out 
of the town. 

Proceeding to join the main army through 
sand-roads, there being "no stone or gravel in 
Flanders,** an incident occurred by which the 
kindliness of Mr. Field's disposition, as well as 
the difficulty and danger attendant on that forced 
march, will be seen. " We had gone but a few 
miles," he observes, " when we came to our officer s 
servant weeping. His masters baggage, which 
he had on a horse, had upset. I pitied him, and 
stopped to help him to mount his load. I thought, 
* I can soon overtake them ;* but I was mistaken : 
for when I stopped, they were ordered to move 
in double-quick time. I had to run several 
miles before I overtook them ; and but for the 
light of the moon, by which I discerned the 
wheel-tracks, I should never have found them. 
I saw my error, and on no account would I again 
quit my gun.'* 

The army now got into the habit of sleeping 
on the march at night. " Many a mile," says 
Mr. Field, " have I walked asleep. Perhaps not 
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one in ten was awake. If the road was straight, 
we mored on as straight as a rule; but if it 
turned in the least, we fell in the ditch bj 
dozens." On this night-march his life was again 
endangered. Standing on his gun, ''to settle 
something," his foot slipped off, and he fell in 
among the spokes of the wheel ; his knee coming 
against the ammunition-box, he was dashed round 
between the box and the wheel to the ground, 
the gun all the while in motion. Had the hinder 
wheel gone orer him, he might haye been killed 
on the spot. With much difficulty, his knee and 
ankle having been sprained, he crawled out of the 
way, or " the sleeping line" which followed would 
haye trodden him to death. In this deliyerance, 
also, he afterwards deyoutlj recognised '^the 
mercy of God." 

The Earl of Moira haying, with much strata- 
gem and hazard, conducted the troops through a 
country where French armies lay, at length joined 
the Duke of York near Antwerp. Here, after a 
little respite, the united forces were furiously 
attacked by the enemy, at three o'clock in the 
morning. This battle, which Field was only 
required to behold, lasted till the third day. He 
often saw the goodness of God in preserying him, 
not only m, but from^ danger. The French re- 
treated. The Earl pressed for leave to pursue 
them, which was refused. He resigned his com- 
mand in consequence, and returned to England. 

While the army lay encamped at Bre£i, reli- 
gious meetings were held by the Wesleyan sol- 
diers. Passing by on one occasion, Field stood 
and listened for a short time, but refused to join 
with them. To such an extent had ignorance 
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and prejudice blinded his understanding, and 
warped his judgment, that he concluded the Me- 
thodists, of all the people in the world, were the 
most unlikely to have true religion. 

At the siege of Nimeguen, — a city taken by 
the French at this time (1794), after a severe 
action with the allies, — ^Field encountered and 
escaped many dangers. He records a revolting 
deed of one of the British infantiy at this place. 
Crossing a bridge, the garrison having just eva* 
cuated the city, ne pushed his wife into the river, 
and she was drowned. No notice was taken 
of the matter. Such are the tender mercies 
of war! 

There were several skirmishes between the 
armies until the 8th of January, 1795. Field 
was in none of them, until the more general en- 
gagement of that day. In this battle, worn down 
with fatigue, callous in heart, his fear of judgment 
weakened, familiarized with death, he felt, in 
some degree, reckless of ]if«. 

The miseries and disasters of this campaign 
had now, in some respects, only begun. The 
Duke of York had given up the command to a 
Hanoverian General, and returned to England. 
The Dutdi, who were allies of the British, joined 
the French, and closed the gates of their cities 
and towns against the English troops, who had to 
contend against the rigours of winter, as well as 
against a powerful enemy constantly receiving 
fresh reinforcements. Without camp-equipage, 
exposed by night and day to the piercing frost 
and peltinff snow, without sufficient food, — ^the 
defection of the Dutch having in great part cut 
off their supplies,— and without rest, it is difficult 
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to conceive how the British army could hare 
existed, even had they had no occasion to fight. 
They were, from the 26th of Decemher, till the 7tli 
of January, (thirteen nights,) w^ithout a house to 
cover them ; and those who slept, were sure to 
be frozen to death : so intense was the frost, that 
the whole army, with guns, waggons, and horses, 
passed over the rivers on the ice with safety. 

Mr. Field gives a graphic and heart-affecting 
description, in military phrase, of a battle fought 
partly on the ice. " We dashed over, and took 
our station. The battle had been raging for 
hours some miles in front. The day was clear, 
without a cloud. "VVe had not been long in line, 
before our regiment, the 28th, and a few others, 
were ordered out. "When we came to Buren, 
Lord Cathcart met us, and cried out, * My brave 
boys, advance quickly: we have great need of 
you.' We put our horses to the gallop for about 
two miles. When we came to the edge of the 
river, such a sight! — the English retreating, 
broken in mass, on the ice ; the French pouring 
in their fire on them, and they falling in num- 
bers. We unlimhered and loaded, but could not 
fire, nor could one fresh line form, till the broken 
line had passed. We then slapped at them, and 
fired several rounds from each gun, before the 
regiments could form, or commence firing. This 
the enemy did not expect. They halted, and 
brought two guns to face ours ; but they did not 
stand long. From the time we entered, the bat- 
tle did not last an hour. The French gave way, 
and fled out of the town. O what a sight did 
the ice and field of battle present ! not a spot to 
step on, without treading on the dead or dying." 
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From the seyerity of the frost, not one in ten 
of the wounded men recovered, or joined their 
regiments. 

Mr. Field's journal gives no farther relation 
of general engagements, or decisive victories ob- 
tained by the British at this time ; but furnishes 
details of woes and sufferings such as few armies 
ever endured, and the direct operation of which 
was to harden his heart still more, silence the 
voice of conscience, and abate his fear of eternal 
punishment. 

In the following extract, so characteristic in 
the simplicity of its style, he narrates the calami- 
tous incidents of this portion of his life, with 
much vividness and descriptive power : — '' Whe- 
ther our clothing was burned with the transports 
and baggage at Rotterdam, or fell into the hands 
of the French, I cannot say ; but we were miser- 
ably off: there was no clothing to be had when 
we wanted it most. Language could not describe 
our condition. On the night of the 13th we 
commenced our sorrowful, disastrous retreat, 
which sent thousands of the finest and bravest 
troops in the world to their long home. I am 
fully satisfied we lost twice as many by hardship 
and frost, as by the sword. Our course was 
north-eastward, for Hanover. The wind blew 
just in our face. Whether the snow fell from 
the clouds, or not, we could not tell : it blew so 
cutting and fierce, we could scarcely open our 
eyes. The army had to move in small columns, 
to strive to exist. We could get a trifling supply 
of provisions in the country and in the villages," 
—the walled towns being shut against them ;— 
*^ but it was of no use, unless we got fire to thaw 
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it, which was seldom the case. The milk was 
frozen hard, and hroken like rosin on the counter, 
when sold to us. If we got bread, put it in our 
haversacks, and marched a few hours, it was con- 
gealed to the centre, and could not be eaten. 
Many a mile we walked, hungry and shirering, 
with food in our haversacks, and could not taste 
it. Our distress could only be conceired by an 
eye-witness. 

'' How soon eren a British army displays its 
want of discipline in such a retreat ! We now 
entered the wild moors or commons of Oreryssel 
and Guelderland. The heath was from one to two 
feet in depth ; the snow just as deep ; all above 
that being blown off with the piercing wind. 
Often the guides were at a loss, not knowing how 
to proceed. There was no road or sign of road ; 
but the rear of the column was at no loss to find the 
way, that being well marked by dead men, women, 
children, and horses. The grand park, with the 
sick and wounded, was moved some dajrs before 
the army. I shudd^ to relate the state in which 
we found them. The sick and wounded were 
left; and when we came, most of them were 
frozen to death in the waggons. I think I never 
in my life saw anything so distressing as the con^- 
dition of the men for want of shoeSj-^-^triving to 
walk, their f«et swelled, ready to burst, and of a 
dark purple colour ; and no shoes to be got from 
paymasters; none from the Dutch, for love or 
money. Such seldom survived many days. 

" It may not by some be believed, that cold, at 
a certain point, has a tendency to produce sleep 
and stupor, as well as heat. It became quite com- 
mon for the men to wrap themselves up in theit 
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blankets, and lie down, well knowing that in 
fifteen minutes they must be dead ; and in one 
hour, their arms, if laid hold of, would break off 
like an icicle. Those who question this have had 
no experience of the effect which such hunger, 
thirst, cold, and travel will produce on the human 
frame ; and may they neyer know it ! None can 
conceive how our hearts sunk when we came to 
the verge of one of the great moors, night setting 
in, and nothing to be seen before us but sky and 
snow. The weeping and wailing of the few 
women and children was heart-rending. Few of 
these reached Hanover. The husband dared not 
stop with the wife, nor the soldier with his com- 
rade; halting was certain death: our existence 
depended on motion. Such scenes broke our 
hearts : we could do nothing for those who fell. 
We were so engrossed by our own individual 
state of suffering, that we lost all feeling for 
others, and grew indifferent as it respected our own 
existence. O Lord, hasten the time when war shall 
cease to the ends of the earth, for Jesus's sake !* 

On the voyage to Ostend, one oi the men bor- 
rowed his Bible. Field, being ordered on shore 
in the night, felt regret that he was obliged to 
leave it behind. He seems never to have lost the 
^^ esteem" cherished in his boyhood for the sacred 
volume. Of this, the following account of its 
recovery furnishes refreshing evidence : — " A few 
days after we came to Ghapel-izod, the Sergeant, 
who had acted as Quartermaster-Sergeant ^r us 
abroad, called me, and handed me my Bible, 
asking if it were mine. With joy and astonish- 
ment I inquired how he got it. He said, 'At 
Rotterdam, when moving some of the baggage, a 

c 2 
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box burst open, and tbe Bible fell out. I took it 
up, saw your name in it, put it in mj pocket ; 
and there it is for vou/ Unconverted and wicked 
as I was, I saw the hand of God in this. He 
would not suffer His word to be burned. I 
never could learn that anything escaped or came 
home but my Bible/* Having crossed the moors 
as above narrated, the army halted for some days 
at Elburg, — a place where the people became 
more friendly, being on the borders of Hanover. 
A widow woman here showed him an English 
Bible, which he desired to purchase. She made 
him a present of it. He received the unexpected 
favour with delight. Thus the Holy Spirit — 
resisted, vexed, and well-nigh quenched as He had 
been — still strove with him. The reflection he 
afterwards ma^e on these two incidents was just 
and forcible : "The Lord left me without excuse." 
The army re-embarked at Brimalee. Joyous 
as were his emotions at the sight of the fleet, and 
in the prospect of rest, he had now to encounter 
fresh perils. The weather being fair as they 
sailed out of harbour, suddenly a tremendous gale 
arose. The first blast tore the mainsail of the 
vessel in which he sailed right across. Having 
no berths, and the soldiers being sick, weak, and 
unable to keep to windward, the ship often 
heeled, so that there was little prospect she could 
ever right again. Even the Captain and crew 
despaired. In this passage, — where all expected 
a watenr grave, — accustomed to danger, nothing 
alarmed for his own safety, hardened, prayerless, 
— Field heard the cries and saw the distress of 
those around with stoical indifference. " If I 
had die* in this sfcite," he observes, " I had now 
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been lifting np my eyes in endless torment 
Mercy prevailed against judgment." 

The yessel got safe, but with much difficulty, 
into Kinsale harbour. He makes grateful refer- 
ence to the kindness of the people, who pitied 
their wretched plight, remarlang that ^^such a 
ragged, i^abby party of artillery-men never moved 
on Irish ground." Staying some weeks at Chapel- 
izod, and in camp near Drogheda, he paid a visit 
to his inends. Subsequently, he was ^ shocked" 
at the manner in which he spent his time during 
this furlough. The day of his redemption drew 
near. In 1796 he was appointed to Dunoannon- 
Fort, at which station he arrived in March of 
that year. Here his favourite place of resort was 
the alehouse. The frequenters of the alehouse 
were his bosom companions. He was so far 
restrained as not to be found intoxicated on pa- 
rade, or any military duty ; at other times he 
drank to excess : a fact which in part accounts 
for the rigid temperance he observed during the 
whole of his religious career, and which admo- 
nishes those who at any time have been the 
slaves of this degrading vice, that, however it 
may be with others, their safety lies in total 
abstinence. 

The covenant transaction, ahready noticed, had 
been basely forgotten, as vows made in trouble 
too generally are. On the other hand, God, in 
His rathomless mercy, had fulfilled that part of the 
engagement which in the hour of danger He was 
so urgently importuned to perform. With be- 
coming self-abasement and abhorrence, Mr. Field 
adverts to this aft^r his conversion :— ^^ The Lord 
heard my prayer, and brought me to a land of 

c 3 
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peace, where I had solemnly promised to devote 
myself to His serrice ; but words cannot express 
mj wickedness and ingratitude : I was worse 
than before, — sunk into the tide of corruption 
that in the army bears all before it. I was like 
the ground which is nigh unto cursing." 

The following is his own relation of the man- 
ner and means by which he was thoroughly con- 
yinced of sin, and roused to an anxious concern 
for his salvation : — " Some time after my arrival, 
one of the invalids invited me to go with him to 
preaching. I asked him where. He said, ' In 
the Qeneral's parlour' (the family being in Water- 
ford). The Major's lady, who was an excellent 
woman, had brought the Methodist Preachers to 
the Fort, and obtained the use of the parlour, as 
the largest and fittest place in the garrison for a 
congregation. I thought, ' This is a grand place.' 
I accordingly went. When Mr. John Stuart 
stood up to give out the hymn, I was ready to 
despise him in my heart for his youth. His text 
was Eccles. viii. 11: ' Because sentence against 
an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore 
the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them 
to do evil.' In all the Bible there was not one 
more applicable to my case. My broken vows, 
my wickedness both at home and abroad, made 
me a suitable subject for the word to slay. The 
sermon seemed made for me. I never heard 
such a sermon before. It came to my heart with 
power." 

The conduct of the "invalid" and of the 
^' Major 8 lady," in this instance, instrumental as 
it was of so great benefit to the subject of these 
Memoirs, and through him to many, cannot fail 
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to make its impression upon the devout and 
thoughtful. It will serre to show how immensely 
important it is for private and unofficial Chris- 
tians to employ the influence they possess, and 
the power of persuasion with which they are 
endowed, for the honour of Christ and the en- 
largement of His kingdom. Who can estimate 
the ohligations of the church and the world to 
that inviting "invalid," and that "elect lady," 
whose zealous exertions ultimately led to James 
Field's conversion ? 

Alleine's "Alarm to the Unconverted" was 
put into his hand at this time,— a book which 
reiterated the warnings of the sermon, deepened 
his conviction and sense of sin, and wakened up 
his apprehensions of endless punishment, so long 
dormant. Reading the Bible now with more 
attention, he found the Methodist doctrine "ac- 
cording to Scripture," * attended preaching every 
fortnight, ventured to the prayer-meetings, betook 
himself to private prayer and meditation, reso- 
lutely broke off all companionship with the 
wicked, and "firmly purposed to give himself 
wholly to God, for whose glory he was created." 

Family worship was held daily in the house 
where he lodged, from which he derived much 
spiritual profit. "Indeed," he remarks, "all 
things seemed to stop my wild career. It ap- 
peared to me, that if I did not turn now, tbe 
Spirit would strive no more." The Society, hav- 
ing observed these gracious indications, invited 
him to join with them. He accepted the invita- 
tion with promptitude. Intending meantime to 
acquaint his wife, the admonition occurred to his 
mind, "Confer not with flesh and blood." "I 
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obeyed," he says, ^' went, and cast my lot among 
this despised people." 

^^Our adrersary, the devil,'' relnctant as he 
always is to lose, the fealty and services of a 
devoted vassal, will resort to every stratagem he 
can devise to hold the convinc^ sinner, now 
anxious to disengage himself from his degrading 
yoke, in bonds. He will stir up evil men to 
terrify him by persecution, allure him by promises 
of reward, shame him out of his purposes by- 
ridicule ; or he will directly embarrass, discourage, 
and, if possible, induce him to despair, by the 
force of temptation. His first onsets billing, he 
will change his tactics, and resort to other ''wiles," 
to accomplish his dire object. Such, in some 
respects, was the case with Field at ihia time. 
" Having little duty to perform,", he observes, " I 
employed my time to the best purpose. My old 
companions said I was going mad, and set on me 
to turn widi them; but finding all their efforts 
vain, they left me to go on my way. The method 
of salvation was plain to me. I saw my state by 
nature ; the necessity of repentance towards Goo^ 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; and the in- 
sufficiency of my own works to justify, either in 
whole or in part, in the sight of God." He sought 
by an intellectual faith,— his mind assenting to 
the Gospel plan ; his heart refusing as yet to re- 
ceive Christ and the promise of pardon through 
Him with undoubting, unhesitating simplicity. 
^' Self," he continues, '' followed me closely, and 
unbelief shut me out. I was sorely assaulted 
with thoughts of falling away, and bringing a 
reproach on the cause of God. After much per- 
plexity of mind, I concluded to go on in the line 
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of dut J, and leave the rest to God. The tempta- 
tion vanished ; and, praised be the Lord ! I have 
not been troubled in the same manner since." 

Had he yielded once to the solicitations of his 
"old companions," this would, doubtless, have 
emboldened them to make renewed attacks, and 
with increased prospect of success. But, "find- 
ing their efforts vain, they left him to go on his 
way,** furnishing a practical and reviving elucida- 
tion of the injunction : " Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you; draw nigh to God, and He 
will draw nigh to you." This precept is not more 
important and beneficial, than the fulfilment of 
the promise is sure. 

About this time he went to a lovefeast at 
New- Ross, a distance of twelve miles. His ac- 
count of this meeting is fraught with instruction : 
— " Mr. R. Banks and Mr. T. Edwards preached. 
I well remember both texts. That eminent 
woman, Mrs. M^Cormick, stood up the first to 
speak her experience. She was overcome with 
feeling, and sat down with those ever-to-be- 
remembered words in her mouth, 'No language 
can express the love of God.* I hung down my 
head, and reflected, ' Wretch that I am ! have I 
lived until my twenty-seventh year without 
enjoying this heaven of the love of God? By 
His grace I will not rest until I do.' I wept 
abundantly, and was afraid to look up. I thought 
all might read the stamp of hell in my face. I 
saw myself as the briers and thorns among the 
goodly trees of the garden. I went home much 
worse than I came, resolved not to live without 
pardon ; but although I well knew it was to be 
obtained by faith, and many a time shut myself 
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up in prirate, went to my knees resolyed not to 
rise till I got the blessing, and wrestled until I 
found mj strength exhausted, yet I obtained not. 
And why ? Because I would not trust my Lord, 
nor venture on His promise. / would not believe 
unless I felt the love of God in my heart. I 
wanted an effect without a cause to produce it ; 
and I think thousands are in the same state." 

The fact stated above, concerning 'Hhat emi- 
nent woman," seems in no small degree to have 
influenced Mr. Fields efforts through life to 
promote fettiale piety. It is calculated also to 
Jeprove and imp?ess^those of the sex who, by « 
" due sense " of obligation to " the love of God," 
might speak to edification in such meetings for 
Christian experience, but are deterred by natural 
timidity or a reluctance to take up the cross. Is 
it no motive to this duty that their grateful testi- 
mony, like that of Mrs. M'Oormick, may, in suc- 
ceeding years, redound to *' the profit of many, 
that they may be saved," and thus bring great 
glory to God ? There are also lessons of instruc- 
tion in the extract, on the subject of faith, to 
which it will be proper again to recur. 

'^It pleased God to reveal his Son in" Mr. 
Field, while receiving the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper. On this subject he entertained the 
superstitious notions so common among unin- 
structed Protestants. He considered fasting an 
indispensable part of "the week's preparation" 
for the sacred ordinance. In this he went to aa 
injurious and admonitory extreme. His own 
history of the eventful transaction is as follows : 
-^-"I had never been at the Lord's table, and 
therefore thought it my duty to embrace the first 
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opportunity. I stroye to prepare myself in the 
best manner I could. I adopted the practice of 
fasting ; indeed my life was almost a continual 
fast. Often have I been so weak, that I stag- 
gered when going to bed after prayer. The church 
was two miles off, and I would eat no breakfast. 
This much distressed my loving wife, who asked 
Mr. F. Russell, our Preacher, one day, ^ Sir, is it 
necessary to fast when goine to the Lord's table V 
*" Not at all,' he repliea : ^ does not the Apostle 
command, if we are hungiy, to eat at home?' 
8he then told him how I was treating myself. 
He read me such a lecture as made me ashamed 
of my conduct, and cured me eyer after of inor- 
dinate fasting, but not before I had wounded a 
fine constitution, and contracted a disease that 
will follow me to the graye. I would not be 
• understood to speak agamst fasting. It may be 
as necessary for some persons to fast as to pray ; 
but it is the excess for which I blame myself. 
When Satan could not hold me in the drudgery 
of sin, he stroye to break my heart in duty. He 
would haye me belieye I must sacrifice the body 
to save my soul. I was righteous oyermuch,-^ 
destroying myself. 

'^ When I came to the church, and beheld the 
table, I trembled in eyery joint, fearing lest I 
should eat and drink unworthily ; but, thanks be 
to God, He dispersed my fears, and I found 
strength and confidence. While receiying the 
memorials of my Lord's dying loye, my burden 
fell off, guilt was remoyed from my conscience, 
and the loye of God shed abroad in my heart. I 
shed tears of joy as abundantly as tears of sorrow 
before. When I came out of the church, I was 
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afraid to spo.ik to my friends, or to answer a 
question, lest I should lose my happiness. My 
soul longed for communion with God. I got 
into a field, prostrated myself on the earth, and 
there, my eyes flowing with tears, my full heart 
poured forth streams of gratitude, love, and praise 
to God, for creation, preservation, and redemp- 
tion. Having satisfied myself, I returned home." 
Such evangelically earnest and expectant seek- 
ers of salvation are sure to find it. His fears 
and scruples regarding the Lord's supper were, 
however, founded in ignorance. To eat and 
drink of the sacramental bread and cup " unwor- 
thily" is one thing, and to be unworthy of the 
privilege another. Were these terms of the same 
import, none could with propriety or safety re- 
ceive the sacred rite, since all are, and must be 
for ever, unworthy. A deep sense cf personal 
unworthiness is an indispensable qualification for 
its reception. The conduct of the Corinthians 
will best explain the meaning of the phrase, " He 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily." They 
seem to have regarded the ordinance not even as 
a common meal, but as if it were a heathen festi- 
val: "One is hungry, and another is drunken." 
(1 Cor. xi. 21.) The temporal punishment 
inflicted upon them for thus profaning the holy 
supper, was the "damnation," or "judgment," 
which they ate or drank " to themselves." Their 
crime and punishment warn Christians against 
perverting the institution from its simple com- 
memorative design, — as some do who believe "a 
real change " is produced in the bread and wine 
by a consecrating Priest, and receive them with 
superstitious and idolatrous veneration ; and as 
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others, who act with no more devotional reve- 
rence or reflection on the occasion, than if it 
were an ordinary meal in their own "houses." 
The judgments with which these guilty Corin- 
thians were visited, (" Many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep,**) were corrective, 
and not merely penal, — sent, that those thus 
" chastened of the Lord " might not he eternally 
"condemned with the world,** — a model for all 
ecclesiastical discipline, which is designed of God 
to reclaim,— to save, and not to destroy. 

Crediting the testimony of the Holy Spirit in 
his heart as to the fact of his adoption into the 
family of God, and rejoicing in the rights, privi- 
leges, and prospects of this new and exalted rela- 
tion. Field now thought that he "should learn 
war no more.'* But soon he found that " sin was 
not destroyed,** a discovery which, in the infantile 
state of his knowledge and experience, weakened 
his assurance of pardon, and lessened his happi- 
ness. Finding his way of safety was the path 
of duty, he spent his time in reading, meditation, 
and prayer. 

"The Preachers," he relates in his journal, 
"met the class every fortnight. Mr. Thomas 
Edwards, whose word the Lord had greatly 
blessed to my soul, said I should take charge 
of the class. I started up to object to it, but 
could not speak one word. I was obliged to sit 
down, and silently hear him commit a heavy 
charge to my care. I had been a year in Society, 
and, though the Lord had done much for me, I 
considered myself entirely unfit for this important 
office. Whether the members were profited or 
not, I cannot say ; but it was a blessing to my 

D 



26 MEMOIRS OF 

own soul. It sent me of ten to the throne of 
grace for myself and others." 

At this time a party of soldiers arrived from 
Cork, among whom was one of his old compa- 
nions in sin, — " a proverb for wickedness," — who 
wondered that he refused to accompany them to 
haunts of vice as formerly. This person watched 
him closely, conversed with him freely, after a 
while, on religion, began to retire for prayer, 
ceased to walk in the counsel of the ungodly, 
and, to Field's "great satisfaction," became the 
subject of " sound conversion." 

The gracious change in the subject of our nar- 
rative was so marked, that "the officers set on 
me," he says, "to convert the whole of the men. 
I told them the work was God's, that no man 
could convert another. The Lieutenant followed 
me into the preaching-house that day, and re- 
quested me to do the same. They were sincere 
as to as I could discern; meaning, by conver- 
sion, an external reformation, that they might 
have no trouble." The writer has heard him say 
that, before his conversion, he could scarcely 
utter a word without an oath ; that since then, a 
period of nearly half a century, he had never sworn 
even once, — another proof that dominion over 
sin is an invariable miit of pardon. A work 
of grace, so distinct and remarkable, could not 
but attract the notice of "officers" and men. 
True conversion, like the lighted candle placed in 
a candlestick, or the city set upon a hill, cannot 
be hid. (Matt. v. 14, 15.) 

Against his wish, ana despite of his remon- 
strances with his commanding officer, — for he 
feared that promotion might prove injurious to 
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his spiritual interests, — ^he was appointed Bom- 
bardier in 1797> Shortly after this he was re- 
moTed from the Fort, and stationed suocessivelj 
in Dublin, Cionmel, Waterford, and fiandon. In 
this last place he found the people '^ loTing," and 
was greatly benefited under the ministry of Mr. 
Joseph Anderson, of whom Mr. Smith, the chro- 
nicler of Irish Methodism, records : *^ After suf- 
fering much in his last illness, he died a tri- 
umphant witness of the power of the Lord Jesus 
to sare to the uttermost. Some of his last words 
were, 'God knows I have used my efforts, 
through His graoe, that I might please Him. The 
blood of Jesus is all.'" Referring to the '^ nerer- 
to-be-forgotten 5th of April, IBOl," Field thus 
speaks of a sermon by Mr. Anderson: ''He 
preached from Isaiah LuiL 1, ' Who is this that 
cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from 
Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, 
travelling in the greatness of his strength? I 
that speak in nghteousness, mighty to saye.' This 
was a most useful sermon to me. By faith I 
beheld my rreat Deliyerer, with dyed garments, 
having trodden the wine-press of his Father's wrath 
alone, travelling in the greatness of His streugth, 
to subdue all my enemies, destroy the corruptions 
of my heart, and reign there without a rival." 

Perceiving now, through divine teaching, that 
to secure the complete sanctification of his nature 
was not merely his privilege, but his imperative 
duty^ he sought that 'grace with a solicitude 
corresponding to its necessity and importance. 
Painfully feeling that " sin was not destroyed," 
he saw that, in order to exhibit the image of Crod 
in all its features, in fulfilment of the design of his 
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new creation, to enjoy uninterrupted tranquil- 
lity of soul, serve his generation, and thus ho- 
nour and glorify his heavenly Master, it was not 
only indispensable, but possible, that he should 
attain to and walk in this high state of salvation. 
These convictions and longings were more fully 
deepened and excited under another sermon from 
the same Minister, which he thus describes :— ^ 
^^ April 16th. — Mr. Anderson was on those 
words of the spouse, ^I sleep, but my heart 
waketh : it is the voice of my beloved,' &c. 
(Canticles v. 2.) This sermon was sweet to me. 
It plainly discovered my foul ingratitude in not 
giving my gracious Redeemer full possession of my 
heart. O that I should suffer His enemies to 
remain there, and basely deprive Him of the pur- 
chase of His precious blood!" His hungering 
and thirsting after this righteousness became more 
intense. Soon after he writes : '^ I have an 
abundance of the good things of this life, am 
blessed with health, have no persecution to sufPer, 
my trials are scarce worth mentioning; but all 
cannot satisfy. I find many things in my heart 
contrary to love. O, 

< 'Tis worse than death my Ood to lo?e, 
And not my Gk>d alone ! ' 

that God, for Christ's sake, would cleanse my 
heart from all impurity!" Afterwards, when 
taught the way of God more perfectly, having 
proved that the divine and immediate method for 
purifying the heart is nol by self-loathing, how- 
ever deep, or by prayer, however agonizing, but 
by faith that is in Jesus, (Acts xv. 9 ; xx. 32,) he 
asks, at the conclusion of this paragraph, with an 
instructive pertinence, *'Why did I not believe?" 
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The manner and circamstances of this '^ great 
salyation ** will he hest described hj himseU:— • 
^'I find in Cork many precious, holy, humble 
souls. I have been now here above three years, 
and have enjoyed much of the Lord's presence. 
When He called me first to seek His face, and 
granted me a measure of saving feith, I soon 
found the remains of every impure thing in my 
heart. I read Mr. Wesley's ^ Plain Account of 
Christian Perfection,' and several experiences, 
that gave me plainly to see my privilege. I felt 
inwardly the want of holiness, and therefore 
determined to seek it with my whole heart. 
Unbelief shut me out firora the promise at differ- 
ent times, and I soon wearied ; but, in 1805, by 
the good providence of God, I got acquainted 
with a witness of this full salvation, who took 
great pains to display the beauty of holiness, and 
the necessity of looking for the blessing by Jailk 
alone. All that I had read or heard before, did 
not affect me so much as this living witness 
of perfect love. 

^^ Dec. 4th. — I was much cast down by reason 
of a wrong step the evening before : I went to 
prayer with a cold and heavy heart, and thought 
I would plead for pardon of my secret sin. In 
this respect the Lord was found of me when I 
sought Him not. The word came, ^ The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.' I thought, 
Surely this sanctifying promise cannot be for me, 
who am an unworthy, hard-hearted, backsliding 
wretch. Again it was applied : *' Believe in the 
Lord your God, so shall ye be established.' (2 
Chron. xx. 20.) And, again : ' Said I not unto 
thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest 
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see the glory of God?' (John xi. 40.) I begged 
of the Lord, if the promise was for me, to enable 
me to lay hold on it, and receive the long-sought 
blessing. The Most High condescended to my 
prayer ; faith was instantly given ; I found my 
heart filled with love, and emptied of sin ; at 
least I have felt none since. Tears flowed abun- 
dantly. I found Jesus precious indeed to my 
soul. Fully determined not to reason on this 
subject, I stand, hanging on the promise by faith. 
I have peace and power, and wait for a greater 
baptism of the Spirit." 

" By faith ye stand," is the axiom of an Apos- 
tle. Not more certain is this truth, than that 
sceptical misgivings and "reasonings," as to 
the grace, power, or promises of God, are the 
precursors of an ignominious fall. Of this Field 
was aware. lie proceeds : " My soul continued 
unspeakably happy. I found such a sense of the 
divine presence, as penetrated all my powers, — 
my heart overflowing with love, and my eyes 
with tears. Sin found no place in me. I had 
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus. Humbled into the dust, under a sense 
of my ingratitude, I heard the word, ' Thou art 
all fair, my love ; there is no spot in thee.' This 
alarmed me, being astonished that such a portion 
of God's word should be for so vile a creature. 
By faith I was enabled to embrace it ; and found 
Jesus, above description, precious. I felt a power 
to be for God wherever I came." 

While in Cork, he was raised to the rank of 
Sergeant ; " well -con tent," meanwhile, were " all 
his promotion " reserved for the life to come. 
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CHAPTER II. 

God has His eye continually, as upon every individual 
person that is a member of this His family, so upon 
every circumstance that relates either to their souls or 
bodies, either to their inward or outward state ; wherein 
either their present or eternal happiness is in any 
degree concerned.— John Wesley. 

An English army, commanded by Major-Ge- 
neral Sir John Moore, was sent to Spain, in 
1808, to co-operate with the Spaniards against 
the French. Sergeant Field was apprised that he 
must go on this expedition. Beady now for all 
events, prepared by the abundant consolations 
and aids of divine grace, he received the notifica- 
tion, — not with terror, as when first called to the 
war in Flanders, — but with calm and undaunted 
submission. "I had a letter," he writes, "this 
day, (July 28th,) informing, me that Captain 
Wall has got me transferred into his company to 
pay it, and act as Sergeant-Major under him. If, in 
a few days, we are ordered for foreign service, I 
am perfectly satisfied : my will has had no part 
in it, and therefore it must surely work for my 
good. I have been urged by some superiors to 
express a wish to remain. This I could not do 
on any account. It would be unbecoming a 
soldier and a Christian, open the mouths of ene- 
mies, and bring up an evil report of the good 
land. My times are in the hand of God. I see 
no danger abroad, any more than at home. 
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< Nothing hath the just to fear, 

From worlds on worlds destroy M.' *' 

His refusal to seek for leave to remain at home, 
was the prompting, not of nature, hut of grace : 
not that he nad any pleasure in carnage and 
hlood ; anj preference for the excitement of war 
ahoYe the quietude of peace. On the contrary, he 
feryently longed and prayed for the cessation 
of hostilities among the nations ; while the attrac- 
tions of family, of Christian associations and ordi- 
nances, were felt hy him in all their powerful and 
tender influences. The reason of that refusal is 
found in his '' jealous, just concern" for the 
honour of God and of religion. Another Ser- 
geant being seized with illness at that juncture, 
the soldiers indulged in ungenerous suspicions 
and censures, saying, ^' He is always sick when 
ordered abroad. The sconce ! the coward ! he is 
afraid of the French." ♦' This," says Field, " made 
me cry heartily to my gracious Lord for health ; 
for I well knew His cause would be reproached 
if I took unwell : this I could not bear." He did 
become suddenly and seriously ill, notwithstand- 
ing ; and was as sudd^y restored in answer to 
importunate and believing prayer; which restora- 
tion he considered nothing less than ^^ miraculous." 
After describing the attack, and its painful effect 
upon his mind, he gives the following relation 
of the manner of his recovery and deliverance :— 
^^I cried to God, with flowing tears, that He 
would remember His own cause, now likely to be 
injured ; that for His holy name's sake He would 
grant me health during this campaign ; and then 
afflict me as long and heavily as His wisdom might 
see necessary. I continued to urge tliis matter, 
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until He answered, ** Be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt.' His love abundantly flowed into ray heart, 
and I got well in body. I now believe I shall be 
able to do duty until this expedition is over. 
Glory be to Qod ! " The answer was instanta- 
neous : " My pains were remored in a moment ; 
all my weakness and debility gone ; and my full 
heart was ready to burst with loYe and praise to 
God." All this took place " in a dark corner" on 
board ship. '^ I thought," he says, '^ that none 
observed me ; but I was mistaken. The women 
perceived it, and felt for me. 'The Sergeant- 
Major is weeping, and sorry that he is leaving his 
home and family.' Poor souls ! they knew no- 
thing of my sorrow, and as little of my joy." 

'^ If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture." This new creation m Field appears, not 
only from the above facts, but from his high- 
principled, his uniformly Christian, deportment 
duriog the whole of his sojourn in Spain; — a 
deportment which secured for him the confidence 
of his superiors, the affection of his equals, and 
the respect of his inferiors. The difference be- 
tween James Field of Holland and of Spain is 
most striking. How can the change be accounted 
for on any theory of what is called natural reli- 
gion ? In the former country he was the wretch- 
ed, though often unwilling, slave of sin ; in the 
latter, the pardoned, adopted, sanctified child of 
God : a man, consequently, of serene mind, ten- 
der conscience, spiritual affections, and submissive 
will ; for whom death had no sting, the soldier's 
grave no gloom, and eternal judgment no terror. 

A few extracts from his journal will show that 
he was abundantly sustained and solaced by 
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coininiinion with God during the YOTage to 
Oorunna :— 

^' Sept. 22d. — I found the wet decks, hard hed, 
and change of proyisions considerably affect me ; 
but my soul was happy, stayed on Gbd. 

'' 2dd.— Abnost all sick but myself. When I 
think of the mercies I hare experienced since I 
came home, in 17^5, and that I am not now going 
as I went before, my heart OTerflows with gratitude 
to my merciful hearenly Father. May die Lord 
bless my family and Mends, and reyiye His work 
in Ireland, for Jesus's sake ! 

^ 25th.— I hare not fellowship with the church, 
but I haye communion with the triune God : 
where He is, is heayen. It is trying to be con- 
fined among the wicked ; but it is not hell, where 
I deserye to be. In the eyeninff my happiness 
greatly increased: Jesus was plUg, aU my 
dear friends were praying. Those promises were 
applied : ' Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not 
dismayed, for I am thy God :' 'All that I haye 
is thine:' with many more. I lay down, my 
heart filled with loye, and my eyes with tears, 
willing to part with all beneath, and not caring 
whether I woke in time or eternity. EterniJ 
praise to God I 

'' Oct. 3d. — My heart was broken by reading 
some of Jane Cooper s letters. I found liberty to 
plead with God for a more full and powerful 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. The answer was, 
* All are yours.' Glory to God ! 

" 5th. — I had most manifest answers to prayer 

this day, not only in but granting me to 

remain in the ship, as I found myself unable to 
stand the fatigue of remoying, and of regulating 
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anotlier. All the company were ordered awaj ; 
but the Captain told me I was to remain with 
him. Though weak and wearj in body, my soul 
sank in gratitude at the feet of Jesus. 

^'Sunday, 9th. — ^The gun fired at day-break, 
as a signal to unmoor. I know not how it is ; 
but our officers, both by land and sea, incline to 
discharge the principal part of their duty on the 
Sabbath-day. Shortly the neTer-ending Sabbath 
will commence. There will be none to pollute 
that land, no foul tongue to order a breach of the 
eternal holy day. I was pleading with the Lord, 
that He would continue with me. He answered, 
*• I am with you alway, eren unto the end.' 

'* 11th. — ^I find my labours have not been in 
vain. A sick sailor, when I talked to him last 
night, seemed to drink in every word: he was 
bathed in tears. I was deeply engaged in prayer 
to-day. The Lord answered by a chain of pro- 
mises, some of which I never pleaded ; such as, 
* I will surely delirer thee, and thou shalt not 
fall by the sword, but thy life shall be for a prey 
unto thee : because thou hast put thy trust in me, 
saith the Lord.' (Jer. xxxix. 18.) When God 
gives the promise, it is my duty to receive it, — 
to believe that He will hide me in His pavilion. 
May I ever prove all the promises to be ^ yea and 
amen in Christ Jesus !' 

'^ I3th. — ^At nine in the morning we came to 
anchor in Corunna-bay. God has brought me to 
see the land of war, not as when I went abroad 
before. What hath the Lord wrought ! A brand 
plucked from the burning ! 

" 16th. — ^In prayer before day, when all was 
silent, my soul was admitted into the presence 
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of God. He assured me that the hlood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleansed rae from all unrighteous- 
ness; and that when Christ, who is mj life, 
shall appear, I shall appear with Him in glory. 
My soul was greatly refreshed in reading Dr. 
Burnet's account of Rochester's conversion. O 
how grace ahounded to that great sinner ! Though 
shut out from the communion of saints, God is 
with me. I enjoy the peace which the world 
cannot give. 

*' Sunday, 23d. — ^I was remarkahly happy, look- 
ing with wistful eyes to that country favoured 
above all the earth with the glorious Gospel : and 
then, turning to benighted Spain, where there is 
no toleration either to preach or believe, but as 
man directs, it pierced ray heart to think that 
my inheritance is to be here for some time. 

" 27th. — I found the reading of a sermon by 
that servant of God, Mr. Barton, a great blessing 
to me. The text was, ' I will betroth thee unto 
me for ever.' But all my joy was dashed by the 
loss of my Testament. I believe it fell out of my 
pocket in my hurry on leaving the ' Enterprise.* 
Had I lost my watch, it would not have grieved 
me as much. I deserve worse than this. I have 
never read, heard, studied, believed, or loved the 
divine word as I should ; and yet I can appeal to 
Him, if I have not prized it above gold and 
silver. 

" 29th. — ^The company disembarked, and went 
to camp ; but no straw cdlowance. It was a great 
change, from a warm ship, to the wet, cold ground, 
with but one single blanket. Blessed be the 
Lord, I disembarked, as I embarked, with a clear 
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After advancing some distance towards Madrid, 
and meeting with little support from the Spani- 
ards, Sir John Moore felt obliged to retreat with 
his army, before a superior body of the French, 
to Corunna. In these marches and counter- 
marches, constantly expecting an engagement, 
Field's confidence in God remained unshaken, 
and his prospect of heaven continued unclouded* 
•* At noon," he writes, " we came to Astargo, 
where about ten thousand of the army lay. We 
halted in this place, and made some preparations 
for battle. I am well in health ; and, glory be to 
God, better in soul. I find the good hand of God 
with me. My soul rides on high. 

< Nothing hath the just to fear 

From worlds on worlds destroyed.' 

If it be the Lord's will to spare me, I shall be 
more thankful for the comforts of life and the 
means of grace than ever before ; but if not, 1 
hare a hope that tastes sweet of immortality. To 
me to die is gain." 

An incident occurred on one occasion, which 
gives evidence that he stood high in the esteem 
of his commanding officer : *' In the evening, 
Captain Wall ordered me into his tent, to make 
out a return of the brigade, as he expected a 
General to pass that evening. The day was fine, 
and all the officers were in front of the tent, 
sketching the beautiful mountains that lay south. 
One of them said to the other, * Do you know 

Lieutenant , at Woolwich V 'I do.* * O, 

he is a great swaddler.' ^Silence!' said Captain 
Wall ; ^ Field is a Methodist.' As he commanded 
the brigade, the subject was instantly dropped, 



38 MEMOl&S OF 

and nevor resumed. I mention this, to show that 
the noble, generous mind of my kind Captain 
would not endure a word that migiit hurt my 
feelings." 

From one or two other extracts it will be seen 
that, it being now the depth of winter, their 
sufferingB in this campaign were also, at timea, 
extreme :— 

"20th We marched thirty- six miles over a 

common. It blew fresh, with sleet and snow. I 
was obliged to ride a part of the way from fatigue, 
and suffered much from the cold. My hands 
swelled, and for several days I could not shut 
them without pain. I was to blame, that I did 
not take some spirits, as I had the key of the 
officers' rum, and ordere not to want; but the 
love of Jesus bore me above all. These words 
of the Apostle were most sweet : ^ The sufferings 
of the present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that shall be revealied.' 

" This day's march I shall never forget. The 
country was inundated. The ice was not suffi- 
ciently strong to bear the horses and guns. We 
sat on them with terror, lest it should cut. Our 
^ide led us astray. We had several rivecs to 
ford. The sleet and snow were so severe, that 
when so heavy coated as to be unable to walk, 
we drew our swords, and scraped it off each other. 
There was neither rest nor refreshment for either 
man or horse ; and when we came to Leoo, I 
had to drag myself through the deep snow, by 
holding the horse -traces. On entering the Square, 
the men rushed into a house where a fire blazed ; 
but the man of the house took up the fire on a 
shovel, and threw it out on the snow. When I 
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went with the Captain to draw the hiilets, tlie 
ladies took me for an officer, having so much 
gold-lace on me. They were full of talk, and I 
as full of weakness, weariness, and hunger. 

^' There was something marrellous in my find- 
ing my hillet. Every door was shut ; not a light 
or person to he seen. After rapping aft doors 
which none would open, and walking till eleven 
o'clock, I was ready to drop down. I leaned on 
one of the guns, and said, * O, my gracious Lord, 
Thou knowest I am ahle to stand no longer! 
Grant, fi^r Jesus's sake, that some door may he 
opened, where I may rest my weary head.' When 
I had opened my eyes, a Spaniard stood hy me, 
who asked to see my hillet. Having read it, he 
took me hy the hand, and led me to the place. 
Let infidels think as they please : I say, here 
was the finger of God. Praised be His name 
eternnliy 1" 

The army retreated from Astargo in three 
columns. The picture he draws of their condi- 
tion, as they returned to Corunna, is sufficiently 
melancholy :— - 

'^ 4th.— We halt to-day, to get our horses shod. 
This is a great mercy, as it is very wet. We are 
to make Corunna in two days. The Lord grant 
strength! The French are pressing our rear. 
Whether we shall get embarked, I know not. 
The army is in the most wretched plight, most 
of them without shoes; wading, not marching, 
through the mud and snow, from twenty to 
thirty-six miles daily, poorly clothed, and badly 
treated by the inhabitimfes. When will England 
be wise ? 

"5ih. — We miirched from Lugo at one o'clock 

E 2 



40 MEMOIRS OF 

in the morninpf. Our horses were stiff and weak. 
We halted at four leagues' distance, for the space 
of two hours. It rained prodigiously. Having 
marched four leagues more, or rather waded, we 
were scarce ahle to more when we came to quar- 
ters — a single house on a mountain : poor accom- 
modations for one hundred and thirty men, wet, 
dirty, and weary. We started at four, came to 
Britanza at eleven, halted for refreshment, and at 
seven arrived at Corunna; more rejoiced to get 
to the end of our journey than those who have 
not experienced like hardships can at all imagine. 

*' I have been so often deceived with reports, 
that I can depend on nothing I hear. But it is 
plain we are now obliged to make a stand, as 
there are no ships in the harbour to take us off. 
The troops are coming into town in a straggling 
manner. Corunna is commanded by several hills, 
and therefore cannot hold out long. The wind is 
contrary for the shipping, and it blows and rains 
surprisingly. To all appearance, our fate is to be 
taken prisoners. I have pleaded with the Lord 
to have mercy upon us. May He deliver us, for 
His great name's sake ; for we have no hope but 
in His mercy 1 " 

These memoirs may be perused by some young 
men who — incorrectly informed, or wrongly 
impressed, and irritated by disappointments or 
other causes—are under strong impulse to enlist 
as soldiers, in expectation of freedom from re- 
straint, ease, preferment, or other enjoyments. 
In addition to the foregoing details, a letter writ- 
ten by Sergennt Field to his sons, from Corunna, 
two days before the battle, discloses the real 
glories of military life, especially in time of war : — 
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*'CoRUNNA, January 14M, 1809. 

" My DEAR Children, — I purposed, when a 
fair opportunity offered, to have written largely 
to you on a new suhject ; but lest that oppor- 
tunity may never be afforded, I think it better to 
write in noise, darkness, confusion, and haste, 
than not at all, as it may he the means of pre- 
venting your destruction. I most earnestly beg 
you will read this letter, whenever you have a 
desire to enlist, with consideration and prayer. 

" You have known somewhat of the army on 
home-service ; but your childhood prevented you 
from seeing its evils ; and not being in the barrack- 
room immediately, you had not the means, even 
if you had the capacity, of acquaintance with 
the knavery and great wickedness of soldiers in 
general, — wickedness that, flowing together like 
a mighty torrent, and gathering strength from 
every stream, bears all before it rapidly in the 
broad way, except those who are firmly established 
on the Rock of ages. 

^^ The old soldiers are bent on corrupting the 
recruit. ' They sleep not, except they cause some 
to fall.' They cannot bear that any should be 
wiser or richer than themselves. Their mouth is 
like the tomb, it never has enough ; their thirst 
can never be quenched. If the young soldier is 
known to have a shilling, many a scheme is laid 
to decoy him to the tap-room, and many argu- 
ments there used to make him drink heartily, 
swear, and mock religion. The brothel is next 
proposed, and the man, now drunk, is willing to 
yield to anything the devil or man proposes. 
Rather than be reproached iis a coward, he volun- 
tarily rends from his heart the remains of virtue, 
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complies, and gives his bodj to the surgeon, and 
his soul to the devil. Miserable wretch! good 
for him if he had never been bom ! 

"Now he is a brave fellow; but the more 
money he can procure, the better he is esteemed. 
He runs in debt with the Pay-Sergeant ; and 
when his credit fails in every tavern, his neces- 
saries are sold, and he will then be persuaded to 
steal. Roll-calls and parades are neglected ; and, 
becoming daily more careless of his arms and 
accoutrements, his character, that he should value 
above gold, is gone. Confinement, disgrace, and 
other punishments ensue. His life is wretched. 

'' But, suppose the youth has grace to stand 
against the powers of earth and hell, is everything 
in that case a^eeable in the army ? Far from it. 
He has to endure the oaths and blasphemies of 
his superiors in rank against him, sometimes for 
the neglects of others, or to evade reproof them- 
selves; unnecessary or unjust calls to duty by 
drunken or partial non-commissioned officers; 
and abuse and confinement, if he pleads his own 
cause. This is painful from men perhaps every 
way his inferiors ; for persons of merit are not 
always promoted: eye-servants are most esteemed. 

" On ship-board, the men are crowded. They 
must be one-third or one-half time on deck, 
night and day, wet and dry. The heat between- 
decks throws them into perspiration, which, when 
routed up in the night, the sharp sea-air obstructs. 
Cold is contracted, which not only impairs the 
constitution, but throws many into consumption. 

" The danger of landing on an enemy's shore 
neither I can describe nor you conceive. The 
long-boats are filled with men, marshalled in 
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oVder, who row with all speed to the shore in the 
manner the line is to be formed. They have ta 
suffer the fire of the batteries, which generally 
does great execution, without returning one shot. 
When they arrive at shoal- water, being pinned 
too close in the boats, the enemy's infantry, who 
with the batteries cease firing, wheel into divisions, 
and, with the cavalry from the rear, charge on the 
boats, — the men plunging into the water, and 
defending themselves with the bayonet until they 
can form the line, and then in turn charge both 
cavalry and infantry, and also the batteries. 
"Witness my landing at Ostend. 

^^ Then the marching and counter-marching 
commence. The fatigued soldier regards not the 
dangers of the field so mucl^ as the hardships of 
the road, — hungry, thirsty, and again so sleepy, 
that we walk upon each other, or tumble into the 
ditch. I speak by experience. Of all the suffer- 
ings I have ever endured, I think this is the 
greatest, — marching in the night through deep 
roads, under snow, rain, and storm, and perhaps 
in danger of an attack. It is most unnatural — 
above the ability of man to bear. 

" When the soldier's shoes are worn out, his 
feet swell, or are so torn, that he marks the road 
with his blood. Chilled with frost, his empty 
stomach invaded with wind, a general weakness 
pervades his whole frame, he drops, he dies, — a 
miserable end to his career ! O, the awful sights 
I have seen ! Tender youths, some of them deli- 
cately bred, lying in scores and hundreds on the 
roads, after long marches, and death pictured in 
their countenances. Rest they must have, thoimh 
they should die, or fall into the enemy's hands ; 
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and if ever able to join their regiments, perhaps 
punished for absence. 

'^The cruelty of soldiers to their comrades 
when sick exceeds all. When healthy, they will, 
if they can, steal from each other ; but the sick 
man is sure to be left neither blanket, pack, 
hayersack, canteen, nor money ; and then he gene- 
rally founders with cold, or perishes with want. 
They have thus acted in this garrison ; but the 
offender can hardly ever be discovered. The 
number of the sick renders it impossible to afford 
that assistance which is necessary. A man may 
cry the whole of the night, and not get a drink 
of water. When they die, they are thrown into 
a sort of grave, dug in the most convenient place, 
with oaths, imprecations, and mockeries for their 
burial-service. 

'^ All this is nothing to the death of the soul. 
Were their sufferings to end here, it would be 
tolerable ; but, in the case of most, I fear it is but 
the earnest of everlasting misery. My very soul 
is grieved, and daily and hourly astonished, at the 
wickedness of our men. No wonder our arms 
prosper not. Truly, this is the broad way to 
eternal destruction. 

'^ Five years ago, when spoken to on the sub- 
ject, I objected to your going into the army. I 
thought it better that you should choose for your- 
selves. I have now told you its evils and dangers. 
If you enlist, you will have time enough to re- 
pent. In that case, I am clear. Your blood be 
on your own head. Yet, hoping my dear chil- 
dren will let the experience and advice of a father 
have their due weight and influence, I will say, 
in conclusion. Keep ut the utmost distance from 
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soldiers and recruiting-parties. If I prospered 
in the army, that is nothing to you. I was igno- 
rant of God and godliness. This is not the case 
with you. I know not how any converted person 
can enter the army while he can suhsist without 
stealing; and to this extremity none who truly 
fear the Lord shall ever be reduced. To His 
gracious care I commit my dear children. May He 
guide you by His counsel, and afterwards receive 
you to glory, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord ! James Field." 

His mind was calm and undismayed on the 
day of battle. A short extract from his journal 
will explain the reason : — " In the beginning, I 
asked my heart was I ready to die. I came to 
God by simple faith. He led me to the open 
fountain, graciously afforded me a clean garment, 
assured me I should be with Him, — applying a 
number of glorious promises, which shall all be 
fulfilled in their season. This so elevated mv 
soul, that I should have been glad to depart and 
be with Christ. Tears of joy overflowed my 
eyes, — joy which I could scarce conceal/* 

Dr. Southey's spirited narrative of the cele- 
brated battle of Corunna is transferred to these 
pages, illustrating as it does impressively the 
doctrine of the motto at the head of this chapter : 

'• A British division, under General Hope, 
occupied a hill on the left, commanding the road 
to Betanzos; the height decreased gradually to 
the village of Elvina, taking a curved direction. 
At this village General Baird's division com- 
menced, and bent to the right : the whole formed 
nearly a serai-circle. On the right of Sir David 
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Baird, the rifle corps formed a chain across a 
vjilley, and communicated with General Fra«er s 
division, which was drawn np ahout half a mile 
from Coninna, near the road to Vigo. The re- 
serye, under General Paget, occupied a village on 
the Betanzos road, ahout half a mile in the rear 
of General Hope. Outside of these posts was a 
magazine of four thousand harrels of gunpowder. 
It was now necessary to blow it up : the explosion 
shook the town like an earthquake, and a village 
near was totally destroyed. 

"The French made their appearance on the 
morning of the 12th of January, 1809; but the 
British preparationB for embarking were con- 
tinued until the morning of the 16th ; and the 
General gave notice that he intended, if the 
French did not move, to begin embarking the 
reserve at four in tlie afternoon. 

"This was about mid-day. He mounted his 
horse, and set off to visit the outposts. Before 
he had proceeded far, a messenger came to tell 
him the enemy's line were getting under arms ; 
and a deserter, arriving at the same moment, 
confirmed the intelligence. He spurred forward. 
Their light troops were pouring rapidly down the 
hill, on the right wing of the British, and the 
advanced picquets were already beginning to fire. 
Lord William Bentinck's brigade, consisting of 
the 4th, 42d, and 50th regiments, maintained 
this post. The Guards were in their rear. Gene- 
ral Paget was ordered to advance with the reserve, 
(ind support Lord William. The enemy opened 
a cannonade from eleven heavy guns, advanta- 
geously planted on the hills. Two strong co- 
lumns, one advancing from a wood, the other 
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skirting its e%e, directed their march towards 
the right wing. A third column approached the 
centre, a fourth advanced slowly upon the left, a 
fifth remained half- way down the hill in the same 
direction. Both in number and weight of guns 
thej had a decided superiority ; and they fired 
with great effect from their commanding situa- 
tion. Sir David Baird had his arm shattered 
with a grape-shot, as he was leading on his diri- 
sion. The two lines of infantry advanced against 
each other: they were separated by stone walls 
and hedges, which intersected the ground ; but, 
as they closed, it was perceived that the French 
line extended beyond the right flank of the 
British, and a body of the enemy was observed 
moving up the valley to turn it. Marshal Soult's 
intention was to force the right of the British, 
and thus to interpose between Oorunna and the 
army, and cut it off from the place of embarkti- 
tion. Failing in this attempt, he was now endea- 
vouring to outflank it. Half of the 4th regiment 
was, therefore, ordered to fall back, forming an 
obtuse angle with the other half. This manosuvre 
was excellently performed, and they commenced 
a heavy flanking fire. Sir John Moore called out 
to them, that this was exactly what he wanted to 
be done, and rode <mi to the 50th, commanded by 
Majors Napier and Stanhope. They charged the 
enemy most gallantly, and drove them out of the 
Tillage of Elvina. The General now proceeded 
to the 42d. ^Highlanders,' said he, ^remember 
Egypt 1' They rushed on, and drove the French 
b^nre them, till they were stopped by a wall. 
Sir John accompaniea them in this enlarge. The 
offioer commanding the light in^ntry conceived. 
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at this, that they were to be relieved by the 
Quards, because their ammunition was nearly 
expended, and he began to fall back. The Gene- 
ral, discovering the mistake, said to them, ' My 
brave 42d, join your comrades; ammunition is 
coming, and you have your bayonets.* Upon 
this, tliey instantly moved forward. Captain 
Hardinge returned, and pointed out to the Gene- 
ral where the Guards were advancing. The 
enemy kept up a hot fire, and their artillery 
played incessantly on the spot where they were 
standing. A cannon-shot struck Sir John, and 
carried away his left shoulder and part of the 
collar-bone, leaving the arm hanging by the flesh. 
He fell from his horse on his back ; his counte- 
nance did not change, neither did he betray the 
least sensation of pain. Captain Hardinge, who 
dismounted, and took him by the hand, observed 
him anxiously watching the 42d, which was 
warmly engaged, and told him they were advanc- 
ing ; and upon that intelligence his countenance 
brightened. Colonel Graham, who now came up 
to assist him, seeing the composure of his fea- 
tures, began to hope that he was not wounded, 
till he perceived the dreadful laceration. From 
the size of the wound, it was in vain to make 
any attempt at stopping the blood ; and Sir John 
consented to be removed in a blanket to the rear. 
In raising him up, his sword, hanging on the 
wounded side, touched his arm, and became 
entangled between his legs. Captain Hardinge 
began to unbuckle it, but the General said, in his 
usual tone and manner, and in a distinct voice, 
^ It is as well as it is: I had rather it should go 
out of the field with me.' Six soldiers of the 42d 
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and the Guards bore him. Hardinge, ohserring 
bis composure, began to hope that the wound 
might not he mortal, and said to him, he trusted 
he might be spared to the army, and recover. 
Moore turned his head, and, h)oking steadfastly at 
the wound for a few seconds, replied, * No, Har- 
dinge, 1 feel that to be impossible.' 

'* As the soldiers were carrying him slowly 
along, he made them frequently turn round, that 
he might see the field of battle, and listen to the 
firing ; and he was well pleased when the sound 
grew fainter. A spring-waggon came up, bear- 
ing Colonel Wynch, who was wounded. The 
Colonel asked who was in the blanket, and, being 
told it was Sir John Moore, wished him to be 
placed in the waggon. Sir John asked one of the 
Highlanders whether he thought the waggon or 
the blanket was best ; and the man said the 
blanket would not shake him so much, as he and 
the other soldiers would keep the step, and carry 
him easy. So they proceeded with him to his 
quarters at Corunna, weeping as they went. 

" General Paget, meantime, hastened with the 
reserve to support the right wing. Colonel Beck- 
with dashed on with the Rifle corps, repelled the 
enemy, and advanced so far as nearly to carry 
off one of their cannon; but a corps, greatly 
superior, moved up the valley, and forced him to 
retire. Paget, however, attacked this body of 
the enemy, repulsed it, and pressed on, dispersing 
everything before him, till the enemy, perceiving 
their left wing was now quite exposed, drew it 
entirely back. The French then advanced upon 
Generals Manningham and Ijeith, in the centre, 
and there they were more easily repelled, the 

p 
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ground being more elevuted, and fuTOUrable for 
artillery. The position on the left was strong, 
and their effort there was unavailing ; but a body 
of them took possession of a Tillage on the roM(j 
to Betanzos, and continued to fire from it, till 
Lieutenant-Colonel NichoUs attacked it, and beat 
them out. Night was now closing in, and tlie 
French bad fallen back in all parts of the field. 
The firing, however, was not discontinued till it 
was dark. Never was any battle gained under 
heavier disadvantages. The French force ex- 
eeeded twmty thousand men, the British were^ 
not fifleen thousand. The superiority in artillery 
B'as equally great. The enemy had met English 
guns on the way, sent off, thus late, to the patri^ 
otic armies ; and ikene they had turned back, and 
Hnployed against the English." 

8ergeant Field iielates some other particulars : 
''The French watted until we had embarked 
two-thirds of the infantry, and all the cavalry, 
with nine-tenths of the artillery. Tiiey had the 
sun and wind of us, also the highest and best 
ground. They saw we had no reserve, and that, 
if they could break our line, victoiy was sure. 
Column upon column advanced and charged, but 
always retreated with great loss. They could not 
penetrate the invincible bayonets of the English. 
A column was sent into a valley on our right, to 
turn it. This we could not prevent, having no 
reserve ; but the providence of God saved us : at 
that moment, two regiments, moving to our relief, 
met the enemy, charged them with bayonets, 
and drove them back with great slaughter. But 
' '^^'s we should all have been prisoners. The 
^ed till dark, and then the British line 
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advaBced, charged in their turn, and drore the 
enemy oif the field. The French, having suf- 
fered so much by this adrance, apprehended that 
we should renew the battle in the morning ; hut 
we kindled our fires, planted our sentinels, and, 
at a proper hour, drew o£F, and embarked." 

The vessel in which he sailed made Chatham 
with some difficulty, her cable having been cut, 
and her anchor left behind, in haste to escape the 
French fire. Here he was seized with fever and 
dysentery. On his recovery God greatly acknow- 
ledged his efforts to do good. In class-meeting a 
soldier, who had been bred a Romanist, joyfully 
declared that God had pardoned his sins a few 
nights before, while on sentry. Several converted 
civilians, as well as soldiers, were "on stretch" 
for holiness. Field was cheered, while at Chat- 
ham, by a signal answer to prayer, in the case 
of his generous comrade, G. D. This man had 
come from Portsmouth, apparently in a dying 
state, having been attacked with what he consi- 
dered an incurable disease. His friend, grateful 
for kind and unremitting attentions when him- 
self required them, deeply felt for him. 

" A few days since," he writes, " a dear friend 
joined us, who was labouring under dangerous ill- 
ness. Having a large family, and fearing to go 
to the hospital, he was much dejected. 1 touk a 
walk with him. As we were near the chapel, it 
tame into my mind that we might retire for 
9rayer. Little expectation had we of what God 
intended to do. We felt His presence in a re- 
markable manner, and pleaded for an immediate 
cure. On rising, I said, ' Brother, I believe you 
will have no occasion to go to hospital.' He 

F 2 
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said, he believed so too. From that moment he 
felt a change for the hetter, went to duty, was 
discharged," — '*and, after twenty-six years, is now 
well with his family in Athlone." 

Preferring to leave the army altogether, rather 
than be placed witli the invalids at Chatham, 
Sergeant Field petitioned for and obtained his 
discharge, and landed in Waterf /rd, September 
18th, 1809. Staying two days with his "old 
kind friends," he arrived in Cork on the 21 st, 
exactly twelve months after he sailed from Cove. 
The devout emotions and resolves with which he 
returned to this city, where for forty years he 
was "a burning and a shining light," and where 
so many " rejoiced in his light," are gi-aphically 
sketched by his own hand : — 

" 1 came off the coach at three o'clock in the 
morning, went to the chapel in Patrick- street, 
laid down my knapsack and sword, kneeled on 
the flags outside the iron gate, and heartily praised 
the God of all grace for all His mercies to me, — 
for protecting me in storms and dangers by sea, 
and in all the battles and sieges, without having 
ever lost a drop of blood, or been taken prisoner; 
for having brought me out of the urmy with a 
character honourable to religion, and creditable 
to myself. I begged of Him, that as He had 
discharged me from the service of an earthly 
King, He would now enable me to take Hhe 
whole armour,* and wield * the sword of the Spi- 
rit' faithfully to my life's end. He heard and 
answered. Blessed be His name, it was a time 
never to be forgotten. At six I came to my 
family, who received me as alive from the dead." 
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CHAPTER III. 

This teaches us, in all matters where we have a warrant 
from Christ, to trust in Him ; a bidding of Christ 
to oome to Him, though through storms and tempent, 
to look alone at His word of eternal faithfulness. 
This is the trust He delights to honour. — ^Richard 
Watson. 

The question, whether saving faith is the gift 
of God, or the act of man, has been the subject 
of controversy in the church ; some maintaining 
it to be so exclusively a divine bestowment, that 
^^ it is unphilosophical and unscriptural to exhort 
or beseech men to believe ;" and others, that it is 
so entirely a human obligation, that it is irra- 
tional and unnecessary to make it the subject 
of prayer. 

This, and all other such questions, must be 
determined by " Thus saith the Lord." Now, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, the faith that saves is 
undeniably both the gracious gift of God, and an 
act imperatively required of man. The truth 
of this first assertion is demonstrated by the fol- 
lowing passages: — "Unto you it is given to 

belieoe on Him.** (Phil. i. 29.) " Ye are risen 
with Him through the Jhith of the operation of 
God." fCol. ii. l2.) " We having the same Spi- 
rit qfjaith, according as it is written, / believed, 
and therefore have I spoken ;* (2 Cor. iv. 13 ;) 
a passage which proves at once that it is God's 
work in the heart by His Spirit, and man's act 
through the aid of that Spirit. The Roman 

F 3 
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Christians are admonished to think soherlj of 
themselves, '' according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith.** (Rom. xii. 3.) 
" To one is given by the Spirit the word of wis- 
dom, to another the word of knowledge, to ano- 
ther faith by the same Spirit ;" (1 Cor. xii. 8, 9 ;) 
not a miracle-working faith : for the Apostle 
adds, " To another the working of miracles." 

And faith is man's practicable and easy duty^ 
because it is God's work in the heart. Nor does 
this doctrine render man his own saviour ; since 
faith must be for ever impossible, were the divine 
influence, or " power to believe," withheld. 

Equally express are the declarations of holy 
writ, that faith is man's act, as that it is God's 
gift : " With the heart man believeth unto righ- 
teousness." (Rom. X. 10.) ''^ All that believe are 
justified." (Acts xiii. 39.) " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." (Acts 
xvi. 31.) Did faith require no concurrence of 
man, no credence of his understanding, no ap- 
proval of his judgment, no trust of his heart, — 
with what propriety could he be enjoined or 
persuaded to believe ? Were he to receive faith 
passively^ should he not rather wait in apathetic 
" stillness," until, by an irresistible power, made 
the subject of it? During this period of una- 
voidable unbelief, how could he be justly cen- 
sured ? But persons are blamed in Scripture for 
not believing : " How long," savs God to Moses, 
" will this people provoke me f How long will 
it be ere they believe me?" (Num. xiv. 11.) 
" How is it that ye have no faith?" inquired the 
Son of God. (Mark iv. 40.) There could be no 
difficulty in answering the question, were it not 
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put in their power. "O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt?" (Matt. xiv. 31.) 
" He that belie veth not is condemned already." 
" He that believeth not the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him ;" " He that 
believeth not shall be damned." (John iii. 18, 36 ; 
Mark xvi. 16.) Could they in justice be thus re- 
proved, condemned, excluded from " life," and 
eternally "damned" for unbelief, were faith in 
such sense the gift of God, as not to be their 
incumbent duty ? On the other hand, believing 
persons are commended in Scripture : " Blessed 
is she that believed." (Luke i. 45.) " O woman, 
great is thy faith." (Matt. xv. 28.) "Your faith 
is spoken of throughout the whole world." (Rom. 
i. 8.) These expressions of approval at least im- 
ply that faith was their act, — ^an act performed, 
of course, by the Holy Spirit's influence and aid. 
Would their "faith" have been thus "found unto 
praise," (1 Peter i. 7>) had they done nothing ? 
And yet for these commendations th*y were in- 
debiedy not to nature^ but altogether to divine 
grace. 

These views are confirmed by the expositions 
of many learned and able theologians : — 

Cruden says, "Justifying faith is a saving 
grace wrought in the soul by the Spirit of God^ 
whereby 7ve receive Christy as He is revealed in 
the Gospel, to be our Prophet, Priest, and King, 
and rely upon Him alone for salvation." * 

Howe describes it as " such a discovery of God 
in Christ as doth affect the whole soul, and 
mightily operates to the centre of the heart it- 
self." He says again, that upon such " a lively, 

* Concordance. 
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▼ivid, operatiTe* discovery, "there ensues, as 
what is most essential to this £uth, an appropria- 
tion of God in Christ for ours ;" that therefore it 
is " an appropriative and acceptive act, by which 
we take God for our God, and receive Christ for 
our Jesus;" that, farther, "it carries with it a 
heart-quieting recumbency ; so that the soul doth 
abet its own act, as the expression imports, — ^ I 
am not ashamed, for I know whom I have be- 
lieved :* * It was the wisest course I ever took, so 
to dispose of, so to commit, myself; a thing 
wherein I can justify myself to the highest, that 
I have made this venture/ " * 

John Goodwin teaches, that " Christ alone 
justifieth by way of merit, as He hath purchased 
with a valuable price— the laying down of His 
life — the grace of justification for men. Faith 
ju8tifieth instrumen tally, or subserviently, under 
Christ ; namely, as a conditional act required by 
God of men, in order to their actual investiture 
with that grace or benefit of justification which 
Christ, by the merit of His death, purchased or 
procured for them/' t 

John Wesley defines " faith in general" to be 
" a supernatural evidence or conviction of things 
not seen, not discoverable by our bodily senses, 
as being either past, future, or spiritual;" and 
"justifying faith" to be, "not only a divine evi- 
dence or conviction that 'God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto Himself,' but a sure trust and 
confidence that Christ died for my sins, that He 
loved me, and gave Himself for me." " And," 
he adds, " the moment a penitent sinner believes 

♦ Works, in 1 volume, p. 868. 

t " ExpositiuQ of the Ninth of Romans.** 



MR. JAMES FIELD. 57 

tbis, God pardons and absolves him/'* This 
definition embraces both the views advocated; 
namely, that faith is the gift of God, or, in other 
words, "a supernatural or divine conviction that 
' God was in Chnst, reconciling the world unto 
Himself;'** and also that it is the act of man,—* 
" a sure trust and confidence that Christ died for 
my sins, that He loved me, and gave Himself for 
we. 

Mr. Field's strong conviction that faith was the 
present duty of contrite seekers of salvation, and 
liis urgent exhortations to such persons to believe 
tow, assuring them that in such case they would 
receive " the good desired and wanted most " this 
moment, led some persons to suspect his ortho- 
doxy on the subject, and to represent his views 
and teaching as Pelagian or semi -Pelagian. The 
"Apology," or defence, of the Dutch Arminians 
at the Synod of Dort, when a similar charge was 
brought against them, might also be made, in 
substance, on his behalf: ''From all these re- 
marks, a judgment may easily be formed at what 
an immense distance our sentiments stand from 
the dogmatical assertions of the Pelagians and 
semi-Pelagians on the grace of God in the con- 
version of man, Pelagius, in the first instance, 
attributed all things to nature ; but we acknow- 
ledge nothing but grace. "When Pelagius was 
blamed for not acknowledging grace, he began 
indeed to speak of it ; but it is evident, that by 
grace he understood the power of nature as 
created by God, that is, the rational tvill: but 

by grace we understand a supernatural gift 

When Pelagius afterwards owned the assistance 
♦ Works, 8vo., vol. viii., p. 48. 
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of divine power inwardly working in man bj the 
Holy Spirit, lie placed it solely in the enlighten- 
ing of the understanding : but we beliere, that it 
is not only necessary for us to know or under- 
stand what we ought to do, but that it is also 
requisite for us to implore the aid of the Holy 
Spirit, that we may be rendered capable of per- 
forming, and may delight in the performance of, 
that which it is our duty to do. Pelagius ad- 
mitted grace; but it has been a question with 
some, whether he meant only illumination, or, 
beside this, a power communicated to the will ;»^ 
he admitted grace, but he did this only to show 
that by means of it man can with greater ease 
act aright : we, on the contrary, affirm, that grace 
is bestowed, not that we may be able with greater 
ease to act aright,(which is as though we can do this 
even without grace,) but that grace is absolutely ne- 
cessary to enable us to act at all aright. Pelagius 
declared, that by the works of nature man ren- 
ders himself worthy of grace: but we, in common 
with the church universal, condemn this dogma. 
When Pelagius afterwards himself condemned 
this tenet, he understood by grace, partly natural 
grace, which is antecedent to all merit, and partly 
remission of sins, which he acknowledged to be 
gratuitous; but he added, that through works 
performed by the powers of nature alone, at least 
through the desire of good, and the imperfect 
longing after it, men merit that spiritual grace by 
which they are assisted in good works : but we 
declare, that men will that which is good on 
account of God's prevenience, or going before 
them by His grace, and exciting within them a 
longing after good ; otherwise, grace would no 
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longer be grace, because it would not be gratui- 
tously bestowed, but onlj an account of the merit 
of man." * 

In the account of his conversion, (page 23,) Mr. 
Field observes : ^' Thanks be to God, He dispersed 
my fears, and I found strength and confidence. 
While receiving the memorials of my Lord's 
dying love, my burden fell off; guilt was removed 
from my conscience, and the love of God shed 
abroad in my heart." The " strength " to believe 
was from above ; the " confidence ** was th« act 
of his heart performed by that strength. In 
describing the manner in which he obtained the 
farther grace of sanctification, he says : — " The 
word came, 'The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseih 
from all sin.' I thought, Surely this sanctifying 
promise cannot be for me, who am an unworthy, 
hard-hearted, backsliding wretch. Again it was 
applied, ' Believe in the Lord your God, so shall 
ye be established.' I begged of the Lord, if the 
promise was for roe, to enable me to lay hold 
upon it, and receive the long-sought blessing. 
The Most High condescended to my prayer; 
faith was instantly given ; I found my heart filled 
with love, and emptied of sin." In this relation 
lie distinctly refers to the grace of faith as the 
divine gift^ and to the exercise of faith as his own 
act, through the operation and aid of that grace. 

His journals and correspondence ftimish cO" 
pious and edifying proofs, that on this vitally- 
important point he was thoroughly Wesleyan and 
scriptural. 

♦ "Reply of the Dutch Anninians at the Sjrnod of 
Dort." (Watson's " Biblical and Theological Dictionary," 
art. Pelagians.) 
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Writing to the compiler of these Memoirs, at 
the Conference held in Dublin, June, 1848, he 
observes : " There is only one thing I hate more 
than error ; that is, sin. If my friends mean 
that my own faith is peculiarly stroiig, I admit it, 
and praise the Giver for it ; but, if they mean 
that there is anything peculiarly erroneous in my 
views respecting faith, I deny it. My views of it 
are the same as those of Messrs. Wesley, Fletcher, 
Coke, Benson, Watson, Bramweil, 8mith, and 
Carvosso. I praise the Lord, I am willing to be 
taught by a child ; but this great truth I cannot 
give up, that a Cliristian, as Fletcher says, 
^should believe all that God says, and expect 
Him to do all He has promised^ in the time He 
has appointed* If this be heresy, I am a 
heretic." 

He loved to regard and describe faith as the 
unsuspecting, unhesitating act of *^ taking God at 
His word." The following is an instance : — "^'Find- 
ing some diffidence in witnessing for Jesus con- 
cerning His great sanation, I feared all was not 
well ; and, having an opportunity afforded me, I 
set myself particularly to examine my heart. I 
tried myself by the word and by experience, and 
found some comfort, but was not satisfied, as 
there were some things that wanted to be cleared 
up. I thought I would wait on God the next 
day ; and, having a key for the large chapel, my 
commanding oihcer being from home, I spent the 
most of all the time I could spare in private. But 
the Lord answered not in the manner I expected, 
and unbelief gathered strength every moment 
Truly my soul panted for God. I lost my desire 
for food and rest ; but, with incessant anxiety 
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and prayer, I had great thirst. How 1 bail for- 
feited the blessing, I could not say;" — ^not just 
then ; afterwards he had no hesitation in saying, 
hy interlineation, "It was through unbelief." 
'• In every respect I saw myself unworthy of its 
restoration." Here again he interlines, "Fool 
that I was ! Is there no worthiness in Jesus ? " 
He continues : " I feared to go out in public, lest 
any should read my loss in my looks. Though 
my heart was hard, I had no fear of hell ; I had 
a sense of acceptance and reconciliation through 
the Beloved ; and, in a wonderful manner, was 
enabled to wrestle and pray on." He believed 
the restoring vision rvould eventually come, and 
would not tarry. " I arose early on Sunday, 
August 24th, 1806, spent some time in medita- 
tion and prayer, and felt my heart beginning to 
soften. At ten o'clock I found a strange Preacher 
in the pulpit.* His text was, ' For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God.* (Col. 
iii. 3.) I cried, ' Lord, make this portion mine : 
this is just what I want: make this the man, 
and this the means.' The Preacher had not en- 
tered fully into the subject, before God, in great 
mercy, applied the words of the text to my heart. 
I found the stone depart ; I was melted into love. 
I did not much care who saw me weep. Glad I 
was to find the ^ peace I had lost,' and to get 
revenge of my hard heart. If ever I heard a ser- 
mon in faith, I heard this one." The assertion 
of the text, being powerfully applied to his heart, 
was credited by him, with filial and unreasoning 
simplicity, as descriptive of his spiritual state and 
privileges. He took God at His word, 
* The Rev. Charles Mayne. 
Q 
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The act of justifying faith is often hindered by 
sceptical misgivings and reasonings. Penitents 
should ponder well our Lord's words: "Verily 
I say unto you. Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise 
enter therein." (Luke xviii. I7.) According to 
this divine axiom, pardon, or the kingdom of 
God, must be received with the unhesitating sim- 
plicity of a little child receiving bread from the 
parent's hand. The child, instead of suspecting 
the sincerity of the offer, doubting the father's 
intention to bestow it, reasoning on his own fit- 
ness to receive it, or fearing that it may not be 
given, confidingly and promptly reaches oat hif 
hand and takes it. 

Mr. Field writes in his journal : — 

'^ See the great advantage of unshaken confi- 
dence in God! Never reasoning against^ but 
always ybr, ourselves. Are there not enemies 
enough without us ? Why should we have them 
within, or be our own enemies ? If the French 
Emperor could have persuaded all the English 
army at Waterloo to turn their swords and 
bayonets against their own breasts, he would 

have easily gained the day How valiantlj 

they fight who have only the chance of success ! 
and how dastardly those who have a thousand 
promises to assure them of certain victory !" 

His own habitual practice was in accordance 
with his sentiments. Addressing a young Minis- 
ter once, in reference to some blessing of which 
be had spoken as having been receive^ he asked, 
"Do you keep what you got the other night?" 
*' I have been striving to do so." " Yes," he 
rejoined ; " and if you have not believed suffi- 
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ciently before, do so this moment. When the 
devil tells me that I have been donbting, I just 
say to him, ' Well, for your comfort, I will believe 
now/" To the same Minister he said one day, 
at parting, '^ ' If Qod has made believing the con- 
dition of our enjoying, wherefore should we doubt?' 
Do you remember who said that?" "Not just 
now." " Richard Baxter," he replied ; " and it 
is worth remembering. / believe every moment, 
lest I should not have done it rightly before." 

His journal records many instances in which 
God honoured this ^^ short and easy method" 
of faith, by instantaneously saving souls from the 
guilt and defilement of sin. A few are selected. 

"Spending the evening with some friends in 
conversation, Mr. G. I. suddenly professed faith 
in Christ. I asked him, how or when he got it. 
He said, 'You have proved faith to be such a 
sim{de thing, that I feel I can now believe.' I 
rejoiced greatly. How well would it be, if all 
our social intercourse were improved in this man- 
ner 1 For want of having faith simplified, in and 
out of the pulpit, many sincere souls are discou- 
raged through the power of temptation, and 
either contract bad habits, or return to the world 
again. I believe, in my soul, that fifty perish 
through despair, for one who is lost through pre- 
sumption. I have had abundant proof of this 
these three-and-twenty years." 

If any who are burdened with guilt, and 
anxious to obt:iin mercy, imagine that to believe 
ft»r pardon is difficult, " they do err, not knowing 
the Scriptures, nor the power of God." In their 
Ignorance, they render that complex and hard, 
which God by His word and Spirit makes eas^y: 

G 2 
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*^ Behold the Lamh of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world." (John i. 29.) Is it diffi- 
cult to hehold the punii»hment of their sin home 
a way by the atoning Saviour? " This is mj be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." (Matt, 
iii. 17.) Is it difficult for them to see God so 
wt-ll-pleased with the satisfaction Jesus made for 
their sins, as to be well-pleased to pardon and 
accept them now on His account f ^' Every 
one that looketh" thus to Christ, ^' shall live." 

** Believing, we rejoice 

To feel the curse remove." 

The next instance exemplifies his mode of con- 
ducting penitent prayer-meetings. ^' The Lord is 
with His servants. The word was preached with 
power to-day. I had some thought of giving up 
the penitent prayer-meeting at seven on Saturday 
evening ; but on the 3d the Lord was with us 
of a truth. Two men and three women were set 
at liberty. I could scarce get the meeting broken 
up between nine and ten. Two of the above 
were backsliders ; and so cold, that they seemed 
to chill all around them. One said, she had so 
far grieved the Holy Spirit, that He had taken 
His everlasting flight ; that she could not expect 
mercy would ever visit her heart again. I told 
her, this was temptation ; that Satan was not to 
be believed ; that he was a liar from the begin- 
ning ; that God had spoken good concerning her. 
I then directed her to the sinners Friend for 
instantaneous pardon. In a few minutes she 
stood up, and declared that God, for Christ's 
sake, had loosed her bonds, and set her free. 
Such power attended her words, and the decla^ 
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ration was so unexpected, so contrary to what 
they heard from her lips th€ moment before, 
that it had a singular effect upon the people. 
How the Lord showered down His blessings on 
believers! All glory be ascribed to Him for 
ever!" 

The following is an example of the effective 
manner in which he met the classes : — 

" May 13th. — A young woman, lately arrived 
from Dublin, came to the eleven- o'clock class. 
When I spoke to her, she was greatly affected, 
and said, she was ashamed, before God and His 
people, of being so long in Society, and having 
made such poor progress. On inquiry, I found 
she had never obtained pardon. I said, 'You 
must now receive Jesus.' I told her to expect 
the coming of the Prince of peace to take posses- 
sion of His own to-day. I met and dismissed the 
class ; and a few who are always delighted to 
assist me on such occasions remained. I g<ive 
her some directions, and called on two of our 
sisters to pray; but, after an hour spent in 
prayer and counsel, we were just where we 
began. She told me, she hoped the Lord 
would soon bless her. I answered, 'Satan wants 
to get you away without the blessing : he does 
not care how much you believe for to-morrow, 
so he can hinder you from coming now. If you 
yield, what will the consequence be ? The Holy 
•Spirit is grieved ; you contract a bad habit, a 
habit of putting off; and our faith is weakened. 
But you shall not go. We have half an hour 
before I attend the two-o'clock class, and the 
Lord will hear and deliver. If you felt your 
mind comfortable and happy, would you not 

G 3 
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believe?* 'O yes, Sir!' 'But did you ever 
bear of persons reaping before they ploughed 
or sowed ? * ' No, Sir/ ' To expect this would 
be absurd in nature ; how much more so in 
grace ! You cannot have the Comforter to bear 
witness with your spirit that you are a child 
of God, before you believe. Faith finds Christ 
in the promise/ We went to prayer. She laid 
hold of the promise of pardon, and was filled 
with peace and joy through believing. On in- 
quiry, I found she was the daughter of an old 
friend of mine, a Leader in — . I said, 
' How could your father allow you to rest with- 
out enjoying the love of God?' She said, 'I 
fear many of our public members, while laborious 
and useful among strangers, neglect their own 
families/ I cannot conceive how parents who 
know the Lord can rest, until the names of all 
their children are written in the Lamb's book 
of life." 

His illustrations, though familiar, were apt and 
forcible ; urging, as they generally did with great 
success, the paramount necessity of a present 
faith in order to a present blessing. Thus he 
relates : — " On Wednesday I had a good oppor- 
tunity of speaking to the heart of a well-educated 
young woman, who admitted the necessity of 
faith, but not just now. I got her reasoned into 
a clearer atmosphere. Still she had a deal to do. 
I said, ' Just look at this : after you have expe- 
rienced all this sorrow, shed all these tears, for 
sin ; heard all these sermons ; said all these 
prayers; and made all these preparations for 
coming to Christ ; what is it out your works 
you rely on ? and by the deeds of the law no 
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flesh can be justified. You are only heaping up 
obstacles in the way of your salvation. You 
must learn to distinguish between giving and 
receiving. By works you give, or think you 
give, somethiDg to God : faith comes as an empty 
vessel to the well, to receive from Him. If you 
were in the presence of the Queen, and you 
wanted to give her a pin, would she not feel 
herself insulted V 'I think she would.' ' Would 
she not be more honoured by presenting you a 
gold watch?* 'I am sure she would.* 'Then 
come to Jesus just now, as you are, for the par- 
don of your sins.* We went to prayer, and the 
good Lord granted an answer of peace." 

In making and receiving visits, also, this duty 
of believing for a present salvation was his one 
idea ; an idea which he so often proved to be 
'^ mighty through God/' that his confidence in its 
power everywhere to pull down the "strong- 
holds" of self-righteousness, despondency, and 
procrastination, became habitual and unfaltering. 
To show with what success he wielded this trusty 
weapon on such occasions, numerous cases might 
be adduced : two shall suffice : — 

" A young man has just caUed to say, his sis- 
ter wishes to meet in class with me. 1 requested 
him to bring her to see us, as their lodging was con- 
veniently near. They were entire strangers to us, 
and from the country. In conversing with her, I 
found she had obtained the pardoning love of 
God. Having inquired whether she felt 'the 
plague of her own heart,' and the want of perfect 
love, she informed me she had been seeking it for 
three years, and had often thought she would 
willingly go to America to find it. I told her, I 
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Lad sought it nine yeare ; and might hare got it 
in nine seconds, if I had come in God*s way, — 
the near cut to Jesus. ' You must,' I said, ' seek 
to have it this day ; for now is the Lord's time/ I 
took her to the class. She called in after preach- 
ing ; and, after conrersation and prayer, she 

< Sank into the purple flood. 
And rose to all the life of God.' 

As her distress had been great, her joy was un- 
utterable. She had endured great agony, sighing, 
weeping, and crying out, ' I cannot beliere.' 
^ It is Satan tells you that : he is a liar, and 
you will prove him so this night. God says, All 
things are now ready. If so, the blessing you 
want is now ready. You can, you must, believe 
this night !' She looked up, clapped her hands, 
cried, ' I do believe,' and fell upon her knees. I 
went to prayer, to return thanks for her; but 
she praised me down. I lefl; it to herself. May 
all the glory be the Lord's, and may she be 
faithful unto death !" 

In some rare instances persons convinced of 
sin, and dreading the merited perdition of hell, 
have, hy overlooking ike provisions of the Gospel^ 
been driven into a state of distraction resulting 
in a species of mental derangement. " For," 
says Mr. Wesley, " how easy is it to suppose that 
a strong, lively, and sudden apprehension of the 
heinousness of sin, the virath of God, and the 
bitter pains of eternal death, should affect the 
body as well as the soul, during the present laws 
of vital union, should interrupt or disturb the 
ordinary circulations, and put nature out of its 
course ! Yea, we may question, whether, while 
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this union subsists, it be possible for the mind to 
be affected in so yiolent a degree, without some 
or other of those bodily symptoms following. It 
is likewise easy to account for these things on 
principles of Scripture. For when we take a 
view of them in this light, we are to add, to the 
consideration of natural causes, the agency of 
those spirits who still excel in strength, and, as 
far as they hare leaye from God, will not fail to 
torment whom they cannot destroy ; to tear those 
who are coming to Christ. I grant that touches 
of extrayagance, bordering on madness, may 
sometimes attend seyere conyiction. And this 
also is easy to be accounted for by the present 
laws of the animal economy. For we know, fear 
or grief, from a temporal cause, may occasion a 
feyer, and thereby a delirium. It is not strange, 
then, that some, while under strong impressions 
of grief or fear, from a sense of the wrath of 
God, should for a season forget almost all things 
else, and scarce be able to answer a common 
question ; that some should fancy they see the 
flames of hell, or the deyil and his angels, around 
them ; or that others, for a space, should be 
'afraid/ like Cain, 'whosoeyer meeteth me will 
slay me.' AH these, and whatever less common 
effects may sometimes accompany this conyiction, 
are easily known from the natural distemper of 
madness, were it only by this one circumstance,—* 
thiit wheneyer the person convinced tastes the 
pardoning loye of God, they all vanish away in a 
moment." * 

Of this, the other case, while it shows the 
power of cordial present faith in a crucified 
♦ Works, vol. viii., p. 131. 
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SaTionr, fumisbes a striking example : ^^ I was 
visited to-daj by a young man entirely a stranger 
to me. He appeared in a state of derangement. 
He said lie had been directed to me by a friend. 
I asked bim many questions. He informed me 
he was bom in Dublin, had spent some time in 
England at his trade, had joined a religious 
congregation there; but the doctrines he heard 
confused and perplexed his mind. He came to 
Cork, joined our Society; but still the fear of 
reprobation drore him into despair. I found he 
could not reason. When he informed me he 
was tempted to commit murder, a lady present 
flew off, and, when gone, was afraid he would 
kill me. The good providence of God just then 
sent a friend to us, who joined in'counsel and in 
fervent prayer. We both gave him directions 
how to look to Jesus ; but I saw, while we 
prayed, he remained motionless as a block. I 
told him, were he in the river drowning, he 
would lay hold of a rope, if thrown to him, and 
exert all his energy to save his bodily life ; and 
if so, why not use all the power God had given 
him to obtain spiritual life? that he was com- 
manded to strive to enter in at the strait gate ; 
that he was to be, not merely passive, but active, 
in this matter ; that although all capacity to be- 
lieve is the gift of God, the act of faith is our 
own; that we but lost our time if he did not 
rouse himself, reach out the hand of faith, and 
touch the sceptre of mercy ; that more depended 
on this than on our intercessions. After we had 
both engaged again, he broke out into such a 

Erajrer as, I think, I never heard. The Lord 
ad, through the blood of His dear Son, set his 
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soul at liberty. We spent some time in praising 
and blessing the Triune God. The change was 
great. With joy, wonder, and gratitude, his 
countenance and whole body trembled exceed- 
ingly. He intimated previously tliat he should 
go to a Doctor. I told him all the Doctors in 
Cork could not cure a spiritual disease ; that it 
was not his body affected the mind, but the mind 
the body ; that none could heal him but Jesus. 
He now found I did not lead him astray." 

The writer was privileged to be present on the 
occasion referred to in the following extract : — 

*' June 24th, 1849. — I am greatly cheered by 
the visits of many of my dear friends the Preachers 
assembling to Conference. A troop of them 
came in together yesterday. An old, white- 
headed veteran saluted me: 'I hear you are 
guilty of a great crime in the judgment of many : 
you not only believe God rather than men or 
devils, but teach others to do the saiiie.' I 
pleaded guilty to the charge. This led to some 
sweetly-interesting conversation on the nature of 
faith. It was a reviving cordial to my old heart 
to find so many of the Ministers of Christ agreed 
to put nothing between the penitent sinner and 
Jesus but faith alone : ' He loved me ; He gave 
Himself for me.' " This agreement was nothing 
more than a renewed resolve to preach, as did 
their fathers in this ministry, the soundly Pro- 
testant doctrine, that '^ we are justified by &ith 
only,"^-a doctrine '^most wholesome, and very 
full of comfort." * 

« Eleventh Article of the Church of England. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Mt joy, my life, my crown ! 

My heart was meaning all the day, 

Somewhat it fain would say : 
And still it runneth muttering up and down, 
With only this, My joy, my life, my crown ! 

Herbert. 

Variofs opinions have been entertained and 
promulgated concerning the chief good or true 
happiness of man. Three hundred sects of 
ancient sages pointed out as many ways, leading, 
as they believed, to this goal ; but who among 
them ever found that goal ? Modem philoso- 
phers, so called, have not been slow to propound 
their theories on the subject with, at least, equal 
dogmatism, — theories which experiment has al- 
ready proved to be baseless and visionary. And 
some who have not sufficient confidence in the 
wisdom of their discoveries to give them to the 
world, may still imagine it is to be enjoyed in 
one or other form of created good. Others there 
are who suppose that happiness can be known 
only by name in the present life. 

If it were to be found in wealth, fame, and the 
pleasures of sense^ Solomon must have been the 
happiest of mortals; and yet ^^all" these he 
describes, upon trial, as but ^^ vanity and vexation 
of spirit." How many before and since, if equally 
candid, would, to speak the truth, adopt the 
sentiment as their own experience ! 

Scripture and facts demonstrate, that to be 
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trulj religious is to be reallj happy. Moses calls 
that people happy who are " saved by the Lord." 
(Deut. xxxiii. 29.) David says, " Blessed/' or 
happy, 'Ms he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered." (Psalm xxxii. 1.) Solo- 
mon affirms, '^ Happy is the roan that findeth 
wisdom," or the true religion. (Prov. iii. 13.) 

The reasons of his happiness are : He is re- 
leased from the obligation to suffer eternal punish- 
ment; (John iii. 16;) God is no longer angry 
with him ; (Isai. xii. 1 ;) he is consequently 
under no condemnation ; (John iii. 18 ; Rom. 
yiii. 1 ;) God justifieth him ; who is he that con- 
demneth? (Rom. viii. 33, 34.) lie therefore 
walks in the light of the divine countenance ; 
(Psalm Ixxxix. 15, 16;) is no longer in bondage to 
sin, guilt, and fear: (Rom. yi. 14; viii. 15 :) the 
Spirit of adoption cries, Abba, Father, in his heart; 
(Gal. iv. 6;) and, placed in the relation, he is indis- 
putably entitled to all the rights and prerogatives 
and possessions, of a child of God. (Eph. ii. 18 ; 
Rom. viii. 17.) He has the roasterv over all the 
evils of his nature ; (1 John iii. 9 ;) and, if per- 
fected in love, is fully freed from them. (1 John 
i. 70 His indeed are the pleasures of hope, 
(1 Peter i. 3, 4^) and the generous joy of doing 
good — the highest, purest, most extensive, roost 
enduring good — joy enhanced by the consideration, 
that while he is thus l)lessed and made a blessing, 
(Gen. xxii. 17; Ezek. xxxiv. 26,) herein is his 
heavenly Father glorified. (John xv. .8.) What 
wonder, then, if he feels privileged 

" High to bear his hrow, 
To drink the spirit of the golden day, 
And triumph in existence I *' 

H 
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Not odIj is " peace with God," but "joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory," (1 Peter i. 8,) a fruit of 
faith. Of this joy Mr. Field was the subject, in 
a greater or less degree, for upwards of half a 
century. The "rapturous height" to which it 
rose, when he belieyed for and obtained 
purity of heart, he thus describes : — " My soul 
continued unspeakably happy for forty-eight 
hours. I found Jesus more precious than in 
all my life before." His ecstatic emotions sub- 
sided, and were succeeded by a state of serenity 
unruffled by passing occurrences, howerer pain- 
ful: ^'Through grace I can calmly bear crosses 
and trials: they do not disturb the peace that 
passeth all understanding which my heavenly 
Master gives me to enjoy. No sin, inward or 
outward, has dominion ; I find a glorious victory 
through the blood of the Lamb. 1 am fully de» 
termined to give my whole heart to Him who 
was wholly offered for me on the cross." 

Although it is not necessary, nor perhaps 
desirable, that the Christian's joy should always 
amount to transport, yet its fluctuation or de- 
crease has been the occasion of discouragement and 
of spiritual loss to many. Aware of this, Mr. Field 
thus counsels one of his correspondents : " The 
joy tliat accompanies justification or sanctifica- 
tion cannot in the nature of things be expected 
to continue long. With some it may remain a 
few hours, with others days or weeks ; but this 
varies according to drcamstances and constitu- 
tions. Those, however, who look steadily to 
Jesus will experience more love, joy, and peace, 
than they who look to any other point. If those 
who believe they have received the latter blessing 
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were in a few days to feel no more joy than 
before they believed, I should not say they had 
not obtained it. Their best way is to inquire, ^ Is 
my will sweetly subject to the will of God ? Do 
I feel nothing but love to Him and all His crea- 
tures ? Are aU bitterness, wrath, resentment, im- 
patience, and camal-mindedness removed ? Am I 
now sitting in the dust at the feet of Jesus V If so, 
the Lord will answer for Himself. ' Weeping may 
endure for a night : joy cometh in the mommg.' " 

His holy enjoyment became deeper and richer 
towards the close of life. So completely taken 
up with her Master were Mai/s thoughts and 
affections, that, addressing the gardener, as she 
supposed, she said, ^^ Sir, if thou have borne Him 
hence, tell me, and I will take Him away." (John 
XX. 15.) An entry made by Mr. Field in his 
journal, the last year of his life, gives evidence that 
his heart was similarly occupied and attached :— 

^^My soul is increasingly happy. I have 
proved Him so often, that I cannot doubt. I 
rejoice in hope of His glory. 

*^ I have long thought it a great privilege, to 
have the mind engaged and properly directed just 
on waking out oi sleep, before fully awake. I 
praise the Lord, this is the case with me more 
than ever. Yerses of Scripture and of hymns 
sound in my mind as sensibly as if in my ear. 
They have a good influence on my heart not only 
at the time, but through the day. These lines 
were given me this morning :— 

' He left I J is Father*s thixme above ; 
(So free, BO infinite His grace I) 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam^s helpless race.* 
H 2 
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Praise the Lord! they were sweeter than the 
honejcomb- 

^ Amazing lore ! how can it be, 
That Thou^ my God, shouldst die for me ?* *' 

That his heart was constantly so "full of 
Christ," will serve to explain a statement which 
he once gaye in his experience, to the praise of 
diyine grace, at a quarterly visitation : — " I am 
not one of those who are at one time belieying, 
and at another time doubting ; at one time rejoic- 
ing, and at another time complaining; at one 
time going forward, and at another time going 
backward : I enjoy a constant heaven in the way 
to heaven. There was a time when I did not 
think there was so much of heayen to be enjoyed 
on earth; but now I see clearly that the tree 
of life grows on both sides of the river, and that 
it is my privilege to pluck and eat and be satis- 
fied every hour I live." 

The comforts which delighted his soul did not 
spring from considerations which had reference 
merely to himself. The joy set before him, like 
that of his Lord, was the prospect of seeing 
Satan's kingdom fall, and many sons prepared 
for, and brought to, glory. A tew extracts may 
be given from his journal and letters, to show 
that the success of the Qospel afforded him the 
most exquisite pleasure :— • 

"Cork, Feb. 7th, 1823.— The Lord greatly 
blesses the labours of Mr. Tobias : the word 
comes with power. Several obtain pardon, some 
purity. I have gained forty members the last 
year. The Tuesday class-papers are full, — ^not 
room for one name. I am hnppy; never more 
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heartily engaged in mj Lord's work. May He 
greatly revive it l" 

<'Apri] 22d, 1829.— We have blessed times. 
About eighty, I think, have obtained pardon, and 
twenty perfect lore, within these six weeks. All 
glory to God ! " 

" August 29th, 1846. — We have been favoured 
with a visit from the general Missionaries. Surely 
the Lord is with them. They preached four 
times, in the street, to attentive conOTegations, 
who crowded into the house, and round the rails, 
to be prayed for. Prayer-meetings every night, 
and souls converted. Not less than forty, per- 
haps, found peace, and twelve or thirteen perfect 
love, in the course of fourteen days. The Lord 
has been with His servants in all places they have 
visited as yet. Glory to His great name !" 

Much of his happiness, it has been and will be 
seen, resulted, not only from the personal attain- 
ment and practice of scriptural holiness, but from 
his unwearied and effective efforts to spread it 
through the Lind. The solemnly- recorded con- 
viction and judgment of the Founder of Method- 
ism on this subject, had the most entire approval 
of his understanding and heart. ^' Where Chris- 
tian perfection," says Mr. Wesley, " is not strongly 
and explicitly preached, there is seldom any re- 
markable blessing from God ; and, consequently, 
little addition to the Society, and little life in the 
members of it. Therefore, if Jacob Rowell is 
grown faint, and says but little about it, do ifou 
supply his lack of service. Speak, and spare not. 
Let not regard for any man induce you to betray 
the truth of God. Till you press the believers to 
expect full salvation norv^ you must not look for 
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any reyiyal.''* Again, speaking of Launoeston; 
^' Here I found the plain reason why the work 
of God had gained no ground in this Circuit all 
the year. The Preachers had giren up the Me* 
thodist testimony. Either they did not speak 
of perfection at all, (the peculiar doctrine com-r 
mitted to our tiust,) or they spoke of it only in 
general terms, without urging believers to ' go on 
unto perfection,' and to expect it every moment. 
And wherever this is not earnestly done, the 
work of God does not prosper." t 

Mr. Field's remarks, in some of his letters, on 
the necessity of the complete renewal of the heart 
in the image of God, are correct and impress* 
ive : — 

'^ Not only Scripture, but reason, requires, that 
as we were wholly the servants of sin in a state 
of nature, so we should be wholly the servants 
of righteousness in a state of grace. The garri- 
son is not likely to hold out long, when the troops 
are disaffected within. It is my opinion, that, as 
soon as the believer has obtained the witness 
of the Spirit, he should be told his privilege in 
the Gospel, and encouraged to press to the mark 
of this glorious prize, — all the mind that was in 
Christ." 

Not only did he regard such pursuit and 
attainment as necessary to religious stability, 
but as essential to a full meetness for heaven. 
This he often urged earnestly, though by homely 
illustrations. 

That the gradual or successive destruction of 
the corruptions of nature by life-long acts of mor- 
tification and self-denial, is the divine method 
* Works, vol. xii., p. 254. f Ibid,, toL iv., p. 89^ 
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of sanctifi cation, is an error. Little as those who 
entertain this view may suspect it, they have 
received it from Rome, not from the word of God. 
It was thus the devoted Brainerd sought sanctifi- 
cation, with regard to whom Mr. Wesley ob- 
serves : " How much of his sorrow and pain had 
been prevented, if he had understood the doctrine 
of Christian perfection 1 How many tears did he 
shed, because it was impossible to be freed from 
sin!"* Those who regard this as the true me- 
thod, seem to forget that, according to such 
scheme, sanctification is by works ; whereas it is 
the blood of Christ alone which purges the con- 
science, (Heb. ix. 14,) and cleanses from all sin; 
(1 John 1.7;) and this blood is applied, not by 
works, but by faith, (Acts xv. 9 ; xxvi. 18.) 

It follows that entire sanctification, as well as 
pardon, is a present blessing ; that it is receivable 
710W, since it is hy faith. Writing to the Co- 
rinthians, who were comparatively "carnal,"— 
only " babes in Christ," — St. Paul assures them 
that " now is the day of" that plenary " salva- 
tion" which their carnality rendered so urgently 
necessary ; that " now is the accepted time," the 
time most acceptable to God, for its bestowment. 

If, therefore, Mr. Field cherished and expressed 
strong convictions that it was not merely the 
distinct and available privilege, but the present 
imperative duiy^ of justified believers to " go on 
to" the " perfection" of love to God and man, 
it was but the result of implicit deference to 
scriptural authority. In accordance with these 
convictions, he thus instructs inquirers :— 

" You ask, ^ Is it possible that all sin can be 
♦ Works, voL xii., p. 267. 
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destroyed in a short time V It can : one day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years. In a mo- 
ment, in t))e twinkling of an eye. He can cleanse 
the heart from all impurity hy the virtue of the 
hlood of Christ. His ways are not as ours. We 
require time to accomplish difficult things; hut 
His power is infinite. What, then, are we to 
conclude from this ? Why, 

' As nothing is too hard for Thee, 
All things are possible to me.' 

When you pray, believe that God is present ; that 
He hears and answers for Jesus's sake ; and tlie 
work is done. Do not put feeling before faith. 
This is a grand mistake in experience. Faith is 
the root of all comfortable feeling." 

A^in : — 

*' When is it to be experienced ? Until lately, 
I was in error here. I thought it was necessary 
I should wait at least some months, to know the 
plague of my heart, before I could have any con- 
ception of the nature of the cure ; but some who 
were only a few weeks or days justified, hearing 
me exhort the elder believers to go on to attain 
sanctification, attended to the things spoken, and, 
to my great astonishment, several of them proved 
the cleansing virtue of the Saviour's blood ; and, 
contrary to my expectation, they stand, to this 
day, living witnesses of His power to save to the 
uttermost. 

^^ Satan and our own unbelieving hearts say, 
^ To-morrow.' But what charm can accompany 
to-morrow ? Will time increase the power and 
willingness of God ? Will it add to the virtue 
and efficacy of the blood and intercession of 
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Christ ? Can you qualify yourself for the bless- 
ing ? He who came to destroy the works of the 
devil, can do it this moment ; and will this not 
be more for His glory, and for our own comfort, 
safety, and usefulness ? ' Come,' then, * for all 
things are now ready/ Nothing can please God 
more than to see His redeemed creatures like 
Himself, in their degree. If you feel the remains 
of impatience, discontent, murmuring, distrust, 
covetousness, base desire, or unbelief, — and, at 
the same time, hare an assurance that you are a 
child of God, — ^I say you are just fit, through the 
operations of the Holy Spirit, for this blessing. 
Jesus has prepared you for Himself. Then come 
just as you are, without any reference to self, 
farther than to see and feel your wants. Nerer 
mind what you are, or are not ; what you have, 
or have not ; come ! 

< Sink into the purple flood, 
And rise to all ihe life of Ood.* 

I have known few, indeed, who do not seek this 
blessing by. works. I did so myself for many 
years. I thought, at least, the faithful improve- 
ment of the grace of justification necessary ; and 
many thousand times was my fine building thrown 
down by a wrong thought, word, or work. I 
read almost everything in the Methodist writings 
on this subject ; but to little purpose, as I did 
not seek by faith. The Lord, however, in rich 
mercy, directed me to a living witness of this sal- 
vation, from whom I learned the simple method 
of renouncing self, and coming at once to God 
through Christ. By this means I obtained the 
desire of my heart. * If thou canst believe, all 
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things are ponsible to him that beliereth/ Mr. 
Wesley speaks of three things as necessary to 
faith : 1. That God is able ; 2. That He is wiU- 
ing now ; and, 3. That He doeth it, and in that 
hour it is done." * 

This he constantly recommended as the short 
but sure way to secure that state of spiritual 
purity and soundness by which alone the Chris- 
tian can '^ rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing, 
and in everything give thanks," which ^'is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning him." 
(1 Thess. T. 16—18.) Of this state he writes: 
*' How much better to have a healthy soul in a 
sickly body, than a sickly soul in a healthy body. 
What a vigorous soul Gains must have had, 
when the Apostle made his spiritual health the 
measure of the bodily health he wished him to 
enjoy : ^ Beloved, I wish above all things that 
thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as 
thy soul prospereth.' " 

The Bible axiom is : '' Every man shall receive 
his own reward," in proportion ^^ to his own 
labour." Mr. Field accordingly reaped a rich 
recompense in the success by which his exertions, 
by tongue and pen, were crowned during his long 
and useful life. His cup of joy ran over when 
those to whom he was made the minister of God 
for good ran well, and finished their course with 

* " To this confidence, that God is both able and witt- 
ing to sanctify us now, there needs to be added one thing 
more,.~a divine evidence and conviction that He doeth it. 
In that hour it is done : Ood says to the inmost soul, 
' According to thy faith be it unto thee.* " (Sermon on the 
Scripture W'ay of Salvation ; one of those fifty-three that, 
with the Notes on the New Testament, constitute the 
doctrinal standard of the Methodists.) 
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joj ; as in the case of Mrs. Hamilton, wife of the 
Rev. Andrew Hamilton^ jun., of whom he says : 
*'^l^e came to Cork, from Clonakiltj, on the 
occasion of her father s death, took ferer, and 
died on the nineteenth day, full of ^ good hope 
through grace.' I pleaded much with the Lord 
to spare her, hut could get no answer. Our 
friendship and correspondence are of above thirty 
years' standing. One day, in 1808, 1 spent some 
time explaining to her the nature of sanctifica- 
tion; also how and when it is to be obtained. 
When I left her she went to her room, fell on 
her knees, with these words : 

^ Ood of mj salvation, hear, 
And help me to believe f 
Simply do I now draw near, 
The blessing to receive : ' 

and rose not till she obtained it. Never could 
she live without it till the day she crossed Jordan. 
O for more of this wrestling spirit I" *' Never 
could she live without it:" here was wisdom. 
If at any time she had lost, or feared she had 
lost, it, she rested not until she had consciously 
recoTered the precious pearl. This was the plan of 
proceeding inculcated by her friend and instructer, 
both by example and precept : '' My soul," he 
records, ^^ is happy in the Lord. Satan strives in 
Tain to shake my confidence. My divine Master 
has given me a shield by which, through His 
strength, I am able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked. It is nine years since I obtained 
perfect love. How unfaithful have I been, and 
how gracious and merciful my Lord ! I cannot 
say, with more faithful souls, I have never lost 
the blessing. With shame I must acknowledge 
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I haTe, again and again ; and nerer for one day 
have I lived as I ought : but, glory to GKx), He 
lias not suffered me to rest in defiled garments. 

how ready has He been, on all occasions, to 
restore my soul, and to gird me vfith fresh 
strength ! I know not at which to wonder most, 
— my own yileness, or His boundless mercy. 
Glory to His name ! I enjoy this day as full con- 
fidence, as I did this day nine years, that the 
blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin." 

He felt that the public profession of this great 
salvation should be adorned by a corresponding 
blamelessness of deportment ; and yet he was not 
solicitous to please an ungenerous and censorious 
world, so he might have the testimony that he 
pleased God. *' The 19th," he relates, " was our 
lovefeast. A precious time indeed. If we have 
not increased in number, we have in grace. With 
others, I was enabled to bear my testimony, that 
Jesus is able to save to the uttermost What 
holiness of walk becomes me ! I have the eyes 
of an unfriendly world upon me ; and what may 

1 expect from lukewarm members of the church ? 
Truly, there are many who watch for my halting : 
for 1 see plainly some disbelieve this doctrine; 
some are indifferent about it; and very few, com- 
paratively, possess, or are pressing after, this 
blessing ; while those who venture on Jesus for 
all He has purchased, are afraid to witness it, 
lest their experience should be questioned, and 
themselves made a mark to shoot at. O, my 
Lord, save me from this worldly wisdom ! " 

To give no just cause of offence to Jew or Gen- 
tile, or to the church of God, is possible, and a 
most necessary duty. How desirable that " the 
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saints of tlie Most High'' should so invariably 
and abundantly bring forth the fruits of righte- 
ousness, as 

** To stop the mouth of every foe, 

While, upright both in life and heait, 
The proofs of perfect love they give, 
And show them how the Christians live ! ** 

Mr. Field was no Antinomian. He did consider 
it desirable that all who had obtained the pure 
love of God should devoutly and humbly acknow- 
ledge it on erei-y suitable occasion ; but the prac- 
tice of it was, in his conviction, yet more indis- 
pensable than its profession. On that point he 
writes : 

" July 22d, 1849. — Just got a sweet letter from 
a young lady, who obtained the blessing of sanc- 
tification during Conference. How my heart 
rejoices to find she stands fast in the faith ! So 
many lose it, while some profess to retain it who 
are yet deficient in the jruils^ that I am often 
greatly discouraged. I am circumstanced like 
the Prophet, who said, the Lord had ^ made him 
a man of strife to the whole earth.' These words 
impress me : ' To him that knoweth to do good, 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin.' Now I know 
it is a good thing, and my duty, to urge believers 
to go on to perfection. Woe to me if I do not : 
and yet how few are willing to move towards 
their privilege ; while some who do, walk beneath 
it ! They do not ' rejoice evermore, pray without 
ceasing, and in everything give thanks.' Thus 
the Spirit is grieved ; they fall, and are worse 
than ever. But what surprises me most of all 
is, that any, whose hearts God has cleansed, 
should fail to bring forth corresponding fruit 

I 
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For of what use is their faith if they do not ? 
If in such case we imagine our condition sound 
or good, we miserahly deceive ourselves. The 
heliever must take up every duty in point of per- 
formance, and lay all down in point of depend- 
ence, relying on the atonement, as if he wrought 
not at all." 

He did not consider it right, however, that any 
who have received this farther grace, should 
hesitate to ^* declare the loving-kindness of the 
Lord," on the ground that too much may, possi- 
bly, be expected of them, or uncharitable thoughts^ 
cherished and expressed concerning them. He* 
would have them to be determined and guided, iw 
this and every other matter, by, *' What would 
God have me to do ?" rather than by, " What may 
the consequence be?" Accordingly, he admo- 
nishes a correspondent : *^ Have you not read, 
^ No man lighteth a candle, and putteth it under 
a bushel?' Do you want your Lord to save yoa 
out of the hands of all your enemies, for the pur- 
pose of your concealing it ? One of the grear est 
of absurdities! A Doctor heals you of an inveterate 
disease : you recommend others to go to him for 
a cure, but say not a word of his havine per- 
fectly and gratuitously healed you. There is only 
the shadow of gratitude to your divine Physician 
in this your secret method of proceeding. Mr. 
Fletcher lost the blessing several times by acting 
as you have done." 

The way to become confirmed in the possession 
of this grace he thus points out, in a communica- 
tion to the same person, dated December, 1848 : — 
^' I never had so much to write on this subject. 
The inquiry from America, Scotland, England, 
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and Ireland, is, ' How may I get perfect lore V 
Many do get it, but they do not anchor as well as 
they did forty or fifty years ago : they drag their 
anchors. You ask, why they do not hold fast. 
I answer. They starve their faith by neglecting to 
feed on Uie promises, and by not steadily looking 
to Jesus. As well might we expect a new-bom 
babe cast out in the streets to thrive, as our ftiith 
to grow without constantly feeding on the word 
of God." 

His doctrine, therefore, was, that establishment 
in holiness, as well as the attainment of it, is by 
faith. This appears yet more fully in a letter to 
the same, dated July, 1848 : *^ God says, ' The lust 
shall live by faith :' you attempt to live by Tsel- 
ing, and spill if our mercies. He says, ^Look 
unto me, and be saved:' you look to yourself 
and are swamped. He says, * Of me is your fruit 
found ;' but you will not hold the blessing unless 
your heart and life are as fruitful as you please. 
He wishes you to lodk for a reason for believing 
in the blood and mediation of His Son, the truth 
of His promises, and the power of His Spirit; 
but you want it in your own feelings. I hope 
you are deeply convinced of your error ; and that 
you will, as you say, act on the advice I gave 
you. If so, you will find the benefit. Kest 
assured there is no other way. Many talk of 
faith ; but the hidden life with Christ in God is 
scarce indeed.** 

His views regarding this great salvation will be 
yet more fully exhibited, in conclusion, by a 
quotation from a letter to a friend, on, **How 
to retain the blessing of perfect love." 

'^ You will be powedully tempted, and will 

I 2 
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meet with treatment, from quarters whence you 
least expected it, that will trj you to the quick. 
Often your joy will be brought to a low ebb 
by affliction; but however your feelings may 
change, while you have the promises, and the 
blessed assurance in your heart that the blood 
of your Lord cleanseth from all sin, you have 
still power to do and suffer the will of GK)d. The 
giving up your own will, while you heartily em- 
brace His in all things, is one of the best proofii 
that your soul is renewed in love. 

^^ You are now in your first enjoyment of pure 
love. But in a few days or weeks, ecstatic feel* 
ing having subsided, you may have no more joy 
than in justification. Now you are not to helteve 
as you feel^ hut as Jesus hath purchased and 
tneritedy and as God hath said and sworn, Oa 
Je8us you are to live, ' The just shall lire by 
faith/ 

" You must learn to distinguish between 
temptation and sin. Remember Christian in the 
valley of the shadow of death. When the fiend 
came and whispered blasphemy into his ear, he 
thought it sprang from his own heart. It is no 
sin to be tempted, if we do not yield, and suffer 
our will to be warped. 

'* Many things may tend to deprive you of the 
blessing, such aa thinking Unfavourably of any 
person, doing to others what you would not wish 
them to do to you : for example, setting your 
heart more on getting good bargains than on 
giving the proper price for the goods. 

^'Beware of intemperance in food or drink* 
If we sow to the flesh, we shall reap corruption* 
We must bo exceedingly guarded here. Let 
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your moderation be knovrn unto all men. Eternity 
is at hand. 

^^ You must acquire a habit, if you hare it not, 
of doing everything in its own season, and with 
a)l your might, as to the Lord, whether secular 
or spiritual. This will save you from that indo- 
lence which leads to backsliding. 

^' If at an unguarded moment, or through dint 
of temptation, you think, speak, or act wron^, 
do not lose time in reasoning, either with self or 
Satan, as to whether the thing was or was not a 
sin. Come at once to the open fountain, and get 
the covenant blood applied. By this method you 
will have the matter settled in the tenth part of 
the time you would otherwise employ in striving 
to vindicate and clear self. 

^^ Beware of hardening your heart in unbelief. 
Nothing is more dishonourable to God, or ruinous 
to the soul. By so doing I suffered much. 
When I had most occasion to go to this fountain, 
I ran from it, and sometimes sank almost into 
despair; but, in the year 1798, the Lord in great 
mercy taught me better, showed me the fountain 
was open for sin and uncleanness, and that there- 
fore it was not sin, but my wilful unbelief, that 
shut it. 

** Beware of evil surmising. This has done 
more injury to the church of Christ than will 
ever be known till the day of judgment The 
law of the empire holds all innocent till they are 
proved guilty ; and surely the law of love should 
be more charitable. 

^ Be the advocate of absent persons. Whtn 

Mr. Fletcher had nothing good to mention of 

-assailed absent characters, he used to say, ^ Let 

I 3 
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US pray for them.' Mr. Wesley says it is as 
positively commanded, ^ Speak evil of no man,' 
as, *' Thou shalt do no murder.' If we loved our 
neighbours as ourselves, we should just speak of 
them as we would they should speak of us. 
Lord, enable us to attend to this ! 

^^ Use your tongue for God in social intercourse. 
Great good results from such conversations. I 
have seen numbers converted in social parties. 
Here persons have the opportunity to get inquiries 
answered, and objections removed, by experienced 
and judicious persons. 

^^ Do nothing against the truth, but for the 
truth, iu your conscience. ' Beloved, if our 
hearts condemn us not, tlien have we confi- 
dence towards God.' You can have no better 
companion than an enlightened and approving 
conscience. 

" I wish you could get a book of Mr. Flavel's 
on Keeping the Heart. ^ Keep thy heart with all 
diligence.' If we do not keep our heart, it will 
soon be the devil's common. Satan does not care 
how much we read, hear, and pray, if we but 
suffer him to visit our hearts occasionally. 

^^ If you intend to lay up treasure in heaven, 
and to be rich .and happy, yea, to live there 
eternally, take your heart there now in divine 
meditation. There are too many who ^roind 
earthly things.' Keep your heart above, and 
your^ communion will be with the ever-blessed 
Trinity. 

" You are but in the infancy of the divine life. 
You must not sit down and conclude the battle 
is over, the victory won. You are still com- 
manded to grow in grace ; and this you cannot 
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do without continual labour. You have a gene- 
ration to serve, a soul to save, a God to glorify. 

*' You are now in tbe dust, — ^your proper place, 
-—at the feet of Jesus. See that you never attempt 
to raise jour head. Let none on earth have a 
meaner opinion of you than you have of yourself. 
Although it is laudable to wish to be esteemed 
and loved by the wise and good, yet, if God 
permit, be willing to have your name cast out as 
evil both by the church and the world. 

" The more you take to heaven with you, the 
more welcome will you be. * Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.' La- 
bour in prayer, and by personal persuasion, to 
bring souls to Christ, and urge those who believe 
to give Him their whole hearts. The Lord be 
with your spirit !" 

The mutual esteem and confidence subsisting 
between Mr. Field and the Ministers of the 
church to which he belonged, contributed also to 
his happiness in no small degree. 

The duties of the relations between Pastor and 
people are distinctly defined in holy Scripture. 
While the former are required to "feed the 
flock with knowledge and understanding," to 
'* strengthen the diseased, to. heal that which is 
sick, to bind up that which is broken, to bring 
again that which is driven away, to seek that 
which is lost, and to rule" — not " with force and 
cruelty," but with love and fidelity, "as those 
that must give account ;" (see Ezek. xxxiv. ;) the 
latter are commanded to " esteem them that are 
over them in the Lord very highly in love for 
their work's sake ;" (1 Thess. v. 13 ;) to " obey 
them that have the rule over them, and submit 
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themselyes." (Heb. xiii. 17 ) It is impo88il>Ie 
that those can regard the Master with reve- 
rential affection, who despise and maltreat His 
servants. The Christians of Philippi and Gains 
secured expressions of divine approval by their 
"fellowship in the Gospel" towards the primitive 
Pastors of the church. The Corinthians and 
Diotrephes gained a bad celebrity by questioning 
their authority, maligning their character, wound- 
ing their feelings, and obstructing their usefulness. 
There are, unhappily, in the present day, (1850,) 
— «nd from the first there have been such trou- 
blers in the church, — some copyists of Diotre- 
phes, who make their own judgment or opi- 
nion, not the will of God as revealed, the rule 
of their conduct in relation to the Christian 
pastorate; who would reverse the order of God 
by turning the sheep into shepherds. This 
conduct is anti-Christian, — it is in direct and 
open hostility to the will, authority, and preroga- 
tives of Christ. The divine laws, unlike human 
enactments, which from their fallibility are ever 
liable to modification and repeal, are immutable. 
The church, therefore, must never seek for chaise 
in the scrip turally-declared privileges and duties 
of the pastoral office. The institution is unalter- 
able. Should persons, therefore, regard the in- 
vestment of the shepherds with power to govern 
as well as feed the flock as an unwise arrange- 
ment, they ought to remember by whom the 
arrangement was made, and that ^^ the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men." Unreluctant sub- 
mission is plainly their duty, when they cannot 
obtain a change in the law at the hands of the 
supreme and unerring Lawgiver. In an age when 
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SO manj who profess and call themselres Chris- 
tians seem desirous, not onlj to ^^ reform," hut 
to abrogate^ even the divine laws and institutions, 
and to frame their conduct towards the Ministers 
of Christ according to the Diotrephean and 
Corinthian model, how refreshing to meet with 
men, like James Field, " against" such unworthy 
" example, singularly good !" 

Instances of his ardent, unwavering, and prac- 
tical affection for the faithful Pastors of the 
Wesleyan community, of his respect for their 
office, and high estimate of their character and 
labours, might be multiplied from his journals 
and letters. A few may be given :— 

"When our Preachers were removed, I was 
ready to conclude that Conference could scarcely 
supply us with such men ngain ; but I find Mr. 
Smith a man of Qod, — a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed. He is truly a ^master in 
Israel.' May the Lord hear prayer and revive 
His work ! 

" In the evening, at the select bands, the Lord 
rained down blessings upon us in an abundant 
manner, while that holy roan, Mr. Smith, met us. 
This means of grace seems the very gate of 
heaven." 

"I received an order from the Preachers in 
this city, appointing me a Local Preacher. I 
read it with astonishment, and requested leave to 
make my defence before Preachers, Stewards, 
and Leaders that evening. In vain I urged my 
military situation, want of learning, gifts, and 
grace. They seemed to feel much on account of 
my delicacy of health, but would by no means 
excuse me from this most important of all em-> 
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plojments. I never expected each a nalU SQ^ 
therefore made no provision for the work. I 
must the more immediately rely upon God. It 
has been my petition, that if the order wiis not 
from Him, it might be reversed. Ou the 29di I 
renewed my covenant at the Lord's table, resolred 
to devote myself body and soul to the service of 
God, in whatever manner He saw fit to employ 
me. As it was the first day I had to stand be- 
tween the living and the d^ad in fulfilment of a 
regular appointment, the time was exceedingly 
solemn: my strength was renewed. I went to 
the work in the evening encouraged by a number 
of precious promises ; found power and liberty ; 
and was greatly bl<>s8ed in my own soul." 

^' June 27th.^-Mr. Gillman was on these sweet 
words, 'They that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength ; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; they shall walk, and not &int.' The 
word came with power. The good Lord be 
praised, that His servant is so mr restored. I 
found the sacramental ordinance a season of much 
refreshing." 

Mr. Field had opportunity to obserre, that 
those who lightly esteem Christian Ministers 
usually slight a preached Gospel. He therefore 
adds : '^ I see the fever is a good preacher. Some 
who turned their back on us after the late occur- 
rence, and would not remain in communion with 
us ; who disregarded the counsels of their Minis* 
ters, and 'despised prophesying;' are brought 
to their right mind by fever. The Lord grant their 
resolutions may be founded in grace, and reduced 
to practice on their recovery, for Jesus's sake ! " 
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The Preachers stationed in Cork, in 1840, 
were the Rev. Messrs. Gillman and Tat;kaberry. 
Writing to one who had met in class with him, 
be observes : ^^ I do not see you at preaching at 
all now. How is this ? We never were better 
fed. T hope your spiritual appetite is not declin- 
ing. We have but a slender hope of heaven, 
if OUT last works are not more than the first." 

Again : " As Mr. used to reason too much 

for you, I hope Mr. Tackaberry, who comes 
directly to the heart, will please you. Have you 
heard him? He is generally liked, and oar 
congregations and prayer-meetings have greatly 
increased since he came. 

" I have to inform you, that Mr. Richey goes 

to Dublin, and is to be replaced by , who 

is undoubtedly a greater Preacher ; but whether 
his labours will be as abundantly blessed, remains 
to be proved. I am sorry Mr. Richey has been 
removed. There never was a Preacher more use- 
ful on that station (Bandon). Mr. Steele, who 
loves him, and will be a falser to him, goes with 
him to Dublin. I am glad he is going there: 
thick grass is more easily cut than thin. 

^^Mr. ReUly is not less popular in social life 
than in the pulpit. I have not met any man 
more profitable in conversation. His apprehen- 
sion is quick, his judgment sound, and his piety 
deep." 

In 1818, shortly after the division in the Irish 
Methodist Connexion, he thus speaks, in a faith- 
ful letter to one who had taken offence : **• To the 
present day you don't know me. All manner 
of evil, I am well aware, is spoken of me ; but, 
blessed be God, I suffer for righteousness' sake, 
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and I suffer with the Preachers, I have honour- 
ahle fellow-sufferers, the most so under heaven. 
I am their decided friend : this is crime enough. 
Blessed he God, I find you are not their enemy. 

Did you know me, you would not so hastily 

conclude that James Field had relinquished old 
friendships to form a party. I have not so learned 
Christ From the day I forsook the world to 
this, I have endeavoured to increase the party 
of Christ, And shall I not continue to do so, 
through evil and through good report? I will, 
God heing my helper ; and no other party will I 
ever form." 

Shortly after the Conference held in Cork, 
June, 1849, he writes to the vnfe of one of the 
Wesleyan Ministers who had heen stationed 
there : '' You have heard of the goodness of God 
in preserving our Preachers ; that not one of them 
was cut down during the year, although more 
exposed than others ; that they were safely con- 
ducted to Conference, and preserved here, where 
the cholera is raging; that God has been with 
them, and granted them a good time. O that He 
mav bless and preserve them to their Circuits, 
and pour out His Holy Spirit on them and on 
their labours^ in the measure that Ireland wants, 
for Jesu s sake ! " 

He loved the classes committed to his care 
with a pure heart fervently; and his happiness 
was largely augmented by the exercise and reci- 
procation of that affection. The heartfelt plea- 
sure he experienced in their fellowship, and in 
that of his Pastors, was not creature happiness ; 
for he only enjoyed them in God, and God in 
them. Their expressions of attachment to him 
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also he received as eridences of divine regard ; as 
flowing from that pure fountain of beneyolence 
and farour. Such manifestations as the follow- 
ing, of Christ-like complacency towards the spi- 
ritually-prosperous of his classes, and solicitude 
for the welfare of all, will impress those who 
desire effectiyelj to fulfil the duties of Leaders in 
the Methodist church, with the weighty obliga- 
tions and responsibilities of their office :— 

" 22d. — Suffered in mind to-day, from the per- 
suasions of Satan that I am an idolater ; that I 
loye my female class too much. I do loye them 
extremely, and I praise God I haye them to loye ; 
otherwise I should probably haye sunk in my 
great troubles. They are worthy of ten times 
more affection than I can show them. They 
make me blush in priyate when I think what 
they are, and what I am. I am obliged to read and 
pray, that I may not be left behind. How great 
the adyantage of having an interest in their pray- 
ers ! Satan would have me to believe, that I love 
them because they are women ; but, on examina- 
tion, I find I love those who are deeply devoted 
to God in the men's class equally well. If either 
wilfully backslide, they are no more to me than 
others. 

*' This has been a good day, especially in the 
classes. "Words cannot express how I loye those 
precious souls who are wholly devoted to God. 
Does the husbandman rejoice when he sees the 
work of his hands crowned with the prospect 
of an abundant crop ? What is his joy to mine ? 
My joy is unspeakable and full of glory. Nothing 
gives me much concern, so I may be useful to 
them, and have the pleasure to see them grow up 
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into Christ, their living Head, in all things. 
Thanks to the great Head of the church, many 
of them are just what I wish, — all meekness, 
humilitj, and love." 

" I have this evening given up my Thursday 
class. On these occasions I feel sensibly. Five 
classes, consisting of nearly one hundred mem- 
bers, would require my whole time properly to 
attend to them. I am confined to business, can- 
not visit except at night, and this is an unseason- 
able time, for the members cannot easily be seen, 
and I always get cold going from house to house ; 
so that the most essential branch of a Leaders duty 
has been unperformed by me. This has pressed 
me sorely. How is it that the classes are in so 
good a state ? I cannot say. It is all the mercy 
of God; but I cannot reconcile it to my con- 
science to keep such numbers under my care, 
while God has raised up men, eminent both for 
grace and gifts, to take charge of them. What 
hath God wrought! This is the fourth class I 
have given up in less than two years ; and I still 
have tour, consisting of eighty-four members. It 
is the Lord's doing, and marvellous in my eyes. 
All the glory be eternally ascribed to Him who 
*' chooses things that are not to bring to nought 
things that are,' and thus proves that the work is 
wholly His own." 

His important ^^ questions for the claBses" give 
evidence that, in his love ^or their souls, he 
was faithful ;^ 

'^1. Have I been thoroughly convinced of 
sin? 

^2. Hare I experienced sound conrenion to 
God? 
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" 3. Are old things done away ? have aU 
things become new ? 

^^4. More particuliirlj : Am I just in all my 
dealings ; doing to others as I would wish them 
to do to me ; taking as much pleasure in giving a 
good bargain, as in getting one ? Am I as careful 
of the property and character of another, as I 
would have him to be of mine ? 

^^ 5. Do I embrace every opportunity of doing 
good to the bodies and souls of men ? 

'^6. Do I contribute according to the ability 
God has given me for the support of His 
cause ? 

''7* Do I regularly attend the public means 
of grace ? 

^^ 8. Do I read the Scriptures daily ? 

'' 9. Do I pray in private at least three times 
each day ? 

^^ 10. If my duty, have I family worship in my 
house every morning and evening ? 

^''11. Have I learned to distinguish between 
justification and sanctification ? Do I give God 
my whole hearty and feel that the blood of Jesus 
cleanseth from all sin ? 

^^ 12. Do I meditate on divine things ? 

'' 13. Do I practise self-examination daily? 

^^ 14. Do I keep my mouth as with a bridle, 
knowing that by my words I shall be justified or 
condemned ? 

"15. Ami satisfied in my soul that I am 
growing in grace ? 

" 16. Do I daily and heartily pray for the uni- 
versal church ; for the conversion of the world ; 
for the community to which I belong ; for my 
Ciass^Leader ; ana, above all, for my Preachers ; 
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that the word of the Lord may hare free course 
and be glorified ? 

** P.S. Those who think too much is required 
here, neither know their own hearts, the word 
of God, nor the value and glory of heayen." 

Some obserrations and counsels, in a letter to 
his class on leaving Cork for Spike-Island, show 
the same fidelity : — 

^^ I praise the Lord who put it into the hearts 
of my superior brethren, to confer the great honour 
upon me of being your Leader. I have found the 
work sweet and delightful. The hour of meeting 
you assembled, has been the most desirable of all 
the days or hours of the week. I have taken 
pleasure in everything that concerned you. The 
interest I have had in your prayers has abun- 
dantly helped me in all my duties and trials. 
My soul has prospered ; and I may justly term 
the time of our acquaintance the happiest period 
of my life. There are a few things which I beg, 
as you will answer it at the bar of judgment, that 
you will lay deeply to heart. 

''1. Let me call your attention to the rules 
you condescended to receive from my hand. As 
far as they correspond with the word of God, see 
that you reduce them to practice. 

" 2. I hope you have received so many bless- 
ings in class-meeting, that you will by no means 
absent yourselves from it, when you can by any 
possibility attend. 

" 3. Bead the Scriptures with much prayer and 
perseverance. I say perseverance ; for Satan has 
his libraries, and will, if he can, put other books 
in your hand, when the word of God should be 
there. He well knows the Bible is able to make 
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yon wise unto salvation ; and therefore, if possible, 
by «ill means in earth or hell, he will supply you 
with somethingyro/A^ in its stead. 

''*' 4. As faith comes by hearing, neglect not the 
word preached. You that sit under the continual 
sound of the glorious Gospel, know not its value. 
But if God were to remove the candlestick out 
of this place, or you from it, you would then 
know something of the privilege of a Gospel- 
ministry. O, then, hear as often as you can ; 
hear as from the mouth of God ; hear in faith ; 
and the word will always be to you a 'savour 
of life unto life !' 

'^ 5. Attend, at least once a month, the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. Say not you cannot 
prepare yourselves so often. A believer should 
be in an habitual state of preparation,— wholly 
devoted to God. To such, a particular prepara- 
tion is easy. After all our preparations, let us go 
out of ourselves to the feet of Jesus, and say, 
' Lord, do Thou prepare me by the preparation 
of the sanctuary.' 

"6. I beseech you, 'remember the Sal)bath- 
day, to keep it holy.' ' Them that honour me,' 
saith the Lord, ' I will honour.' O how my soul 
has mourned in secret places, on account of the 
manner in which the Sabbath is spent by many 
professors ! I charge you not to speak your own 
words, nor find your own pleasure, on that holy 
day. 

" 7- You that love God with all your heart*^, 
and feel that sin is now cast out, watch, that it 
enter not again. Be clothed with humility. 
Make continual use of the blood that cleanseth 
from all unrighteousness. Seek more love every 
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moment, and aim at doing the will of God here, 

as angels do it in heayen I hope God will 

provide a Leader for you after his own heart.** 

One extract more is given from his journal, as 
an example of his affectionate solicitude for the 
souls of his classes, and of the success which 
usually rewarded that solicitude :— - 

'^I went to visit my country memhers below 
Glanmire. I said, 'Mrs. — — , you have been 
heavily afflicted this past winter.' 'Yes, Sir.' 
'So have I; but the Lord has raised me up to 
bring you a message. God grant you may have ears 
to hear ; for it may be the last. I have been visit- 
ing your family these nine years ; your children 
have received the word; four daughters and an 
only son are happy in the love of God. I have 
been to you what the Prophet was to Israel, one 
that could play well on an instrument ; the sound 
passed through your ear, but never sank into 
your heart. Did you not feel it awfiil to die, 
when you were dangerously ill last winter, — on 
the brink of eternity in your sins and blood?' 
' I did indeed, Sir.' ' For what purpose then has 
the Lord spared you? Was it not that you 
might prepare to meet Him?' She lifted her 
eyes to heaven, and said, 'God help me.' 'That 
is the first hearty prayer I ever heard from your 
lips.' I left her in tears, and walked in the garden : 
at twelve I collected the family and friends to 
the class. We were much affected. When I 

came to Mrs. ^ she could scarcely speak. I 

stopped, looked at her children, and said, 'If I 
were in Cork, I should have many to help me ; 
and why should I be more concerned for the con- 
version of this woman than her own children ? * 
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I then called on two of her daughters, one on each 
hand, to go to prayer. They obeyed. This com- 
pletely broke her heart. Having said a few 
words, pointing her to the sinner's Friend for 
pardon, I desired her only son to come near, and 
pray for his mother's conversion. He did so 
with liberty and power. I shall never forget the 
sentence with which he commenced : * O Lord, 
Thon hast heard my prayers for myself; and wilt 
Thou not hear them for my dear mother V When 
we got off OUT knees, she testified that God, for 
Christ's sake, had forgiven all her sins. Such a 
time of weeping and rejoicing I have seldom wit- 
nessed. The Lord poured out the spirit of confi- 
dence and praise on all present. What an inter- 
esting sight ! Four daughters and an only son 
praying around a penitent mother till she ob- 
tained mercy! Blessed be the Lord, she holds 
the blessing to the present, and her bodily health 
is greatly restored ! " 

When a kind friend offered him a confidential 
situation at Ballincollig, he gratefully declined it, 
saying, he ''could not give up his classes in 
Cork, so long as he was able to meet them." The 
reason is manifest: he lived to promote their 
prosperity, and had no greater joy than to see 
them walking in the truth. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Give me the faith which can remove 

And sink the mountain to a plain ; 
Give me the child-like praying love 

Which longs to build Thy house again ; 
Thy love let it my heart overpower. 
And all my simple soul devour. 

WE8LBT. 

It is a libel upon the doctrine of justification 
by faith alone, that it is the fruitful source of a 
licentious Antinomianism. It may indeed hare 
been abused to such vile purpose by individuals 
who, while they admitted the tenet^ were stran- 
gers personally to the blessing of justification ; or 
who, having ^^ fallen from grace," held the truth 
in unrighteousness, so as to furnish some excuse 
for their lax morality. St. Paul affirms that, 
instead of making void, ^'we establish the law," 
by the true doctrine of justification ; (Rom. iii. 
31 ;) and, as if foreseeing the objection that 
would arise from the abuse of the doctrine, he 
counsels Titus ^' constantly" to insist '^ that they 
who hare believed in God, might be careful to 
maintain good works." (Titus iii. 8.) 

The way in which right-principled obedience 
becomes the uniform result of justification is 

plain: "Being justified by faith the love of 

God is shed abroad," or poured as a flood, *' into 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us." 
This love is not a human passion, but a divine 
affection : it is the love of God ; and God's love 
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respects, and is conservatire of, His own autho- 
rity. Thus it is that '^ lore is the fulfilling of the 
law." 

But this loTe, it must he rememhered, is evan- 
gelical, — it is the love of Christ : " Whether we 
be beside ourselves, it is to God ; or whether we 
be sober, it is for your cause. For the love 
of Christ constraineth us ; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead ; and 
that He died for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
Him which died for them, and rose again." (2 Cor. 
V. 13—15.) "By the 'love of Christ' he may 
mean, in the lowest sense, love to Christ, in re- 
turn for His boundless love to us. Or by the 
' love of Christ ' mjiy be meant a love emulous 
of His who came to seek and to save that which 
was lost; a love excited and inflamed by those 
views of the extremity of man's condition, which 
the circumstance that he was so loved by Christ 
unfolds. Both these senses of the phrase imply 
a state and exercise of the aflcctions which can 
result only from supernatural influence; for 
through this only can we show a generous grati- 
tude to Christ, by caring for His glory; or so 
realize the depths of that danger to which men 
who are ' dead ' are exposed, as to feel thus pain- 
jRilly and restlessly concerned for their salvation. 
But the full interpretation of the passage includes 
another idea: 'The love of Christ constraineth 
us ;' the same principle of active, pitying charity 
is imparted from Him to us, by virtue of our 
vital union with Him; a stream gushing from 
and fed by that exhaustless fountain ; a tide set- 
ting in from the ocean of His love, and bearing 
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US away to the duties of our office. It is not 
nature ; it is not sentimentality ; it is the inspira- 
tion of celestial, heaven-bom love, pure and vital 
from its own fountain, ^ the love of Christ ; ' the 
same love that clothed Deity with flesh, made 
Him a sufferer, bowed His head upon a cross, and 
then exalted Him to be at once a ^ faithful ' and a 
* compassionate ' High Priest and Intercessor for 
the church and for the world."* 

The cardinal principles of Mr. Field's piety, 
the reader will have observed, were an unmlter- 
ing faith, and a working love ; the latter as well 
as the former being divine in its origin, and ope^- 
rative in its influence; the evangelical and im- 
pelling motive, as in the case of the Apostles 
themselves, of all his obedience. 

The present chapter shall be devoted to the 
ampler elucidation of that principle in its nature 
and developments. 

When he prayed, '' Th^ will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven," he desured that it might be so 
performed by himself. He loved and delighted 
in the will of God. Hence his reverential and 
practical regard for the holy Scriptures as the 
revelation of that wiU. Dr. Chalmers said more 
than once, that the verse in all the Bible most 
descriptive of his experience was, ^My soul 
breaketh for the longing it hath unto Thy testi- 
monies at all times."t If Mr. Field might not 
utter the sentiment in so comprehensive a sense 
as that holy and gifted Minister and theologian, 
he could adopt it as an humble and obedient 

* Rev. Richard Watson. 

t Preface to Dr. Chalmerses Daily Scripture Readings, 
p. 10. 
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believer, in reference to the promissory and pre- 
ceptive portions of the sacred volume. 

His example gave no countenance to the dis- 
position, now unhappily too common, to prefer 
prayer-meetings, fellowship-meetings, or other 
religious senrices, to Christian preaching. Haying 
implicit respect to the will of God on this subject 
also, he regarded the ordinance of preaching as 
one of divine institution, and consequently of 
imperative and perpetual obligation. 

Throughout the whole of his religious life, 
therefore, when health and opportunity served, he 
was a regular, and always a deeply reverent, hearer 
of the word. The fulfilment of this duty was not 
made to depend upon whether the talents of the 
Minister fully met his views and wishes. He 
knew that the Head of the church had important 
purposes to serve by the "diversity of gifts" 
among His servants, and therefore bowed with 
grateml and adoring submission to the wisdom 
of the arrangement. He knew how to appreciate 
superior pulpit performances; but his estimate 
of those performances differed from that of the 
many, being based upon solid and scriptural 
grounds. That, in his judgment, was not good 
preaching, which sought to gratify " itching ea'-s" 
that " tirm away irom the truth" for refinements, 
sublimities, or novelties ; but that by which the 
souls of believers are " well fed" — ^fed and " nou- 
rished up unto eternal life," with ** the wholesome 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ," and by which 
unconverted sinners are persuaded to be " recon- 
ciled to God." His view of the proper way to 
hear sermons di^red nothing from that of St. 
James, who teaches that those only hear aright 
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who are " doers of the word" they hear. This 
yiew he expresses in the form of a devout wish, 
writing to one of his correspondents : — " You are 
not far astray in your opinion of the citizens 
of ■ O that they were as good at sowing 

to the Spirit as to the flesh ; as good at practising 
as at criticising ! then all would he well." 

He loved pointed and discriminating address : 
i— '* Mr. Smith was on those words, * If any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.' 
Afiter he had fully proved that the Spirit here is 
more than the disposition of Christ, as some 
modem Divines would persuade us ; and that the 
Spirit of God, of Christ, and the Holy Spirit, are 
synonymous terms; he proceeded to show that 
the Spirit of Christ is a convincing and convert- 
ing Spirit, a Spirit of meekness, love, patience, 
faith, and holiness; and in the application he 
pressed the inquiry, ^Have you the Spirit of 
Christ in His manifold graces?' It was a time 
of great searching. I have reason to believe the 
word was made a blessing to many. I could 
rejoice and praise God my Saviour for His Holy 
Spirit." 

He warmly admired scriptural preachiug — 
preaching illustrated, and made authoritative and 
impressive, by suitable references to, and quota- 
tions from, the inspired volume : — " Heard that 
aged and able Minister, Mr. Smith. He is ex- 
ceedingly feeble, on the brink of the grave, and 
almost blind ; yet he preaches with power. His 
memory and understanding seem perfectly sound. 
Of all 1 ever heard, he is mightiest in the Scrip- 
tures. His text was 2 Sam. xv. 20 : * Mercy and 
truth be with thee.' My soul was greatly blessed." 
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Unlike those who discover a morhid desire for 
rhetorical powers in preaching, he prized that 
ministry which supplied his understanding and 
heart with solid and nutritious spiritiual food :— « 
**Mr. William Stewart was on Rom. y. 21 : * As 
sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life by 
Jesus Christ our Lord.' He was peculiarly assisted : 
the word was with power. I felt it substantial 
food to my soul." 

He greatly enjoyed Wesley an preaching,— 
preaching in which were made prominent the 
distinctiye doctrines of Methodism : — " "We were 
^Youred with the ministry of Mr. Valentine 
Ward, a Preacher from Scotland; one of the 
ablest I have heard. His sermons were simple, 
powerful, heavenly. I have not listened to a 
man more fully a Methodist Preacher. He has 
well digested the original doctrines. My soul has 
feasted on marrow and fatness to-day." 

Effective preaching afforded him the highest 
pleasure :— -^^ Mr. Kyle is labouring away like a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed. The 
Lord is with him ; and many will bless God in 
time and eternity for his short visit. He offers a 
free, present, and full salvation, and puts his soul 
into every sermon. Some have believed his report 
both for pardon and parity of heart." 

The will of God, not human opinion or worldly 
expediency, being his supreme law, the introduc- 
tion of the Christian Sacraments among the Me- 
thodist community in Ireland met with his cordial 
approval and concurrence, when that will was 
made palpably clear to his mind : — '* This evening 
an extraordinary meeting was summoned to take 
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into consideration a circular intended to be fCnt 
to the principal Societies in the kingdom against 
the administration of the Sacraments bj our own 
Preachers. The matter was carried by a majority; 
but I could not give mj consent, nor sign the 
letter, for the following reasons : — First, under a 
free Goyemment, why should I depriye any man 
of the religious priyileges which the constitution 
affords ? Secondly, I haye witnessed such won- 
derful seasons at the communion-seryice among 
our people in England, that I know not but the 
change may be of God in Ireland. Thirdly, as I 
know not the will of God, I am determined to 
be neutral in the matter ; to sign neither letter 
nor petition for or against it. Fourthly, I do not 
like the spirit of the opposing party : they seem 
to carry things with a high hand, and to treat 
their Preachers and the Conference inhumanly. 
After all this, I may be wrong. When more 
light shines on my judgment, I shall most readily 
alter my conduct. May the liord direct me !" 

That additional light was vouchsafed. He 
soon became satisfied that He who separates men 
to preach the Gospel, not only permits, but im* 
peratiyely requires^ them to administer the insti- 
tutions or ordinances of that Gospel; (Matt, 
zxyiii. 19, 20 ;) that consequently those who are 
diyinely designated or set apart to the work of 
preaching, are not left to their own option with 
regard to the Sacraments, inasmuch as the Head 
of the church has cominanded their administra- 
tion by those thus designated ; and, moreoyer, 
nupended the fulfilment of the promise^ ^^Lo^ I 
am with you alway^ even unto the end <^ the 
worlds" upon their obedience to the command. 
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" What a reyolution," says Mr. Field* ** has 
taken place among the Methodists in Ireland 
since I last wrote ! For ahoye twenty years the 
Conference have heen petitioned to grant the 
ordinances to those Societies in the north who 
were originally Dissenters for the most part ; but 
the Preachers uniformly refused, until brought to 
such extremitj, in 1816, that they must either 
comply or lose a great portion oi their people* 
The petitioners requiring nothing but what the 
word of God sanctioned^ they complied with the 
prayer. This gare huge offence to a few who 
longed to sink the Preachers in the estimation of 
their people, and get the power of ruling the 
Conference and Societies at pleasure. For seyeral 
months I knew not what to do. I waited, watched, 
and prayed for direction. I obseryed the uncha- 
ritable and bitter spirit manifested towards our 
Ministers, and concluded, ^This cannot be of 
Qod.' I saw the meekness with which they 
bore this unaccountable treatment from their own 
children. I then considered: First, Had the 
people a right to petition Conference ? Secondly, 
Had the Conference authority from Scripture to 
grant their request? I saw the people not only 
had the right to petition, but were under a neces- 
sity of doing so ; that they required nothing but 
what the Bible and the constant practice of the 
church of Christ in all ages authorized them to 
claim; and also that the Conference, instead 
of doing wrong, could not do otherwise^ and act 
according to the Scriptures. These reflections 
determined me to abiae with my fathers in the 
Gospel. 

'^ July, 1818, the diyision took place in this 
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citj. Fourteen Leaders took away about a hun- 
dred members. We then mustered the wreck 
of our Society. Many had taken offence, and 
would neither remain with us nor join them. 
We committed our cause to Him that judge th 
righteously ; appointed new Leaders to most of the 
broken classes ; and, thank God, in the course 
of nine months regained our ground in point of 
numbers. We have now more deep, solid piety 
than ever I remember in this city before. We 
haye also peace and prosperity in all our borders. 
I have given away three classes, and hare still 
^ve under my care." 

He was no bigot, notwithstanding; for he 
loyed all the friends of Christ, of whatever name, 
with a truly catholic affection : — " C. B , of 
the other Society, bound for America, called to 
take lier leaye. I found she enjoyed conscious 
pardon, but was unacquainted with the nature or 
necessity of full sanctification. I explained and 
enforced it, observing that the grace that may be 
sufficient for a maid, or at home among iriends, 
will be insufficient for a wife, or among strangers 
in a strange land. After praying several times 
with her, she got the blessing. I have seldom 
seen a soul so happy. Glory be to the loving 
Father of spirits I" 

The following extract, while it exemplifies the 
catholicity of his spirit, will show how extensively 
beneficial was the influence he exerted :— - 

'^ Many more visit me from town and country 
than my time and strength are equal to. I can 
get through the poor pretty well; but the rich 
puzzle me when several meet at the same time, 
and I have to send them to different rooms till I 
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can attend to them. O how delightful to see any 
of these go through the needle's eye ! Most of 
them do not belong to our Society, and perhaps 
never will ; but I think it my duty to do them 
all the good 1 can ; and if they are prejudiced 
against us, not to say a word to them on the 
subject. I often go to bed hoarse, and with a 
sore and pained breast, which disturbs my sleep ; 
but eyerlasting rest will cure all." 

The love of Christ constrained him to forbear, 
to forgive, and to pray for his enemies :— 

" 22d. — I enjoyed much of the presence of God 
in the course of the week. On the 20th, I heard 
of some whom I had befriended, who had repro- 
bated my character in the highest degree. I 
began to inquire if I had in any respect deserved 
this. I found I had served those very persons 
for years, both in their characters and interests, 
and that the only cause was that I Would not run 
with them to the same excess of sin and folly. 
I could then heartily pray that God might not lay 
this to their charge. It yielded me great joy that 
I did not suffer as an evil-doer, but for the sake 
of Christ and His Gospel. I felt somewhat of 
' the Spirit of glory resting upon me.' " 

Would that have been the case, if he had 
indulged a spirit of resentment, or omitted to 
pray for those who had thus basely slandered 
nim? 

Love of fatherland he regarded as not merely 
a political, but a sacred, duty; it was in his 
judgment a part of religion. To a pious Irish 
gentleman, who had visited England, and was 
disposed permanently to take up his abode there, 
he writes with all freedom, in accordance with his 

La 
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solemn convictions: — ^^^I have loDg prayed for 
your bodily health, your soul's prosperity, and your 
usefiilness in the church. You now oblige me to 
add these petitions, — namely, that you may love 
your country, and that you may have a safe and 
speedy return. 

, " Next to the love of God and of their kin* 
dred, a patriotic love of countiy has ever distin* 
guished good men. Were I in your circum* 
stances, I should as readily conclude it was 
Jonah's duty to flee to Tarshish, as mine to go to 
England. Whatever plea you might have had 
for moving formerly, your gracious Master has 
now wedded vou to Ireland, by makiug you the 
instrument of the conversion of more souls in the 
last year, than perhaps in your whole life before. 
* With whom have you left these sheep in the 
wilderness?* As the Lord has made you the 
means of their conversion, He certainly intends 
you should feed them ; otherwise, you act like 
those mothers who put their children to nurse 
when they are fully equal to the duty themselves. 
I wish you may not find many of them dead^ 
if you are spared to return. 

"The conversion of one soul in Ireland is 
a more important work, and a greater act of cha- 
rity, than that of scores in England. There the 
people have plenty of light and help. There you 
will meet but few Papists; here you have abun- 
dance. A principal part of your mission was to 
them. Do not think any person has induced me 
to speak or write to you on this subject : no, the 
impulse is from above. It was great condescen- 
sion in you to notice, with such marked kindness, 
a person so far your inferior. I do not forget 
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myself; but I am God's servant, — on tlie brink 
of the grave; and if you should never speak to 
me again, I must have a clear conscience. May 
the Lord give you a right understanding in all 
things!" 

Christ-like compassion for unconverted sinners 
ivas also one of his distinguishing characteristics. 
Under date, "June 10th, 1821/' he gives this 
relation : — 

" About six miles from town, the Lord has 
opened a door of usefulness. Several in one 
family have obtained peace with God. I lately 
heard that a friend was received into the house, 
who was a rooted enemy to vital godliness ; and 
who could, with great ingenuity, turn it into 
ridicule. This alarmed me. I saw plainly, if she 
were not conquered, she would ruin the others. 
I pleaded with the Lord not only to preserve the 
simple, but to extend mercy to this young woman. 
This morning, about haU-past four, I was fer- 
vently drawn out in prayer for her conversion. 
I was encouraged by this passage in particular: 
* Delight thyself in the Lord, and He wall give 
thee the desire of thy heart.' I plainly saw I 
had not delighted myself in Him as I ought to 
have done, and that this was the reason I had 
not more fruit of my labour; for, next to my 
personal salvation, I long for the salvation of 
souls. I determined, therefore, to rejoice in the 
Lord now, and to desire the conversion of this 
person. I went to see them ; and, to my great 
joy, the holy walk and godly conversation of the 
young women were made the means of deeply 
ponvincing her of sin. She was just ripe for 
comfort. I saw her at nine, and before one 
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o'clock she was happy in the love of God. How 
seasonably does the Lord grant relief ! This has 
been one of the happiest days of my life." 

Every addition to the number of "derout 
soldiers" caused him especially to *' triumph in 
Christ :"— 

'^June 22d, 1843. — Mr. George Vance, one 
of our Preachers in Belfast, had written to me 
respecting a Sergeant-Major of Dragoons, who, 
with his wife, was brought under serious impres- 
sions in Belfast. They were now ordered to 
Cork. Mr. M^Kay inyited me to meet them at 
tea this evening. Gladly did I accept the invita- 
tion. The woman was alive to divine things, — 
as ready to receive counsel, as the parched earth 
to drink in the rain from the clouds. That she 
would lay hold on the promises, I had no doubt : 
but I saw that, in body and mind, he was affected 
with deep despondency ; neither able to serve an 
earthly Queen, nor a heavenly King. The Lord 
helped us. She ventured on the atonement first, 
even before we went to prayer; and he, while 
Mr. M^Kay was supplicating tiie throne of grace. 
Glory to God ! Who can help loving Him the 
more, for every soul He plucks from the arms 
of Satan ? 

"July 16th. — Sergeant- Major Griffin crossed 
Jordan, full of ^good hope through grace.' I 
never saw him but once. Blessed be God for 
that interview. How could he have met death 
in his despairing state, or his dear wife have 
borne the shock, without faith in Jesus ? Mr. 
M'Kay informs me, he died confidently; and 
that her Christian resignation surprised him." 

" Many waters" of ingratitude did not "quench" 
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his "lore" for souls, neither did the "floods" of 
disrespect or repulsion " drown it :** — 

*' A few days since, I heard of a person ill 
^f fever. I went, but was not asked to see him. 
I came away with a heavy heart ; but could not 
rest till I went again, resolved to force my way 

up^stairs. Meeting Mrs. , I said, *' Madam, 

I beg permission to see yonr husband.' *"W"hy 
did you not ask before?* 'There was a family 
of your name ; and some years ago, if parent or 
child were sick, James Field was sent for, and 
admitted to any room in the house. Since you 
cast away my friendship, whether you and yours 
"were sick or well, I have been as often here as 
usual ; hut you never let me pass the office : nor 
have I omitted to pray for you and your family 
daily, as heartily as when you met in class with 

me.' * Well, Sir, walk up.* Mr. ^ who had 

not been apprised of my coming, cried out, 
^ There is not a man on earth 1 would rather see.' 
* Sure 1 know that ; and why should we be sepa- 
rated ? To what point are you looking now V 
*" Ah ! Sir, when on a sick bed, it is a bad time to 
prepare for eternity.* * It may be the best time. 
You would not hear the voice of God in health ; 
perhaps you will now in sickness.* ' O, Sir, my 
sins!* * What have you to do with your sins? 
There is a fountain opened for sin and unclean- 
ness : the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin.' 
*0, Sir, I have been a great sinner V ' Sin, as 
Mr. Fletcher says, gives you your first title to 
Jesus ; faith in His blood, the second.' ' O, it is 
hard for such a sinner to believe 1* * No, Sir; 
if you use the grace given, it" is easier to believe 
than to doubt. I have endeavoured to serve God 
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above fifty years; and, if I expect the air I 
breathe on this account, I claim it by works. 
The holiest man under heayen roust come as he 
came at first for every blessing ; and if you come 
by faith, you are as welcome as he.' He took 
the hint, came, and is now so happy in the love 
of God, that he is afraid to recover, lest he should 
lose it. As soon as he got pardon, he began to 
recover, and gained ground hourly, titemal 
praise to the heavenly Physician !" 

The next example of his compassion for souls 
will remind the reader of the zeal of Philip the 
Evangelist, (Acts viii.,) who, when the Spirit 
said to him, ^' Go join thyself to this chariot," 
promptly obeyed the divine impulse, and '^ ran" 
thither with his evangelical message : — 

^^I saw a woman, an entire stranger to me» 
come into Wesley chapel. She walked up quickly^ 
sat near the pulpit, and heard with great atten- 
tion. I was more engaged in prayer for her than 
for all in the house. Having marked her dress, 
determined to speak to her before she retired, I 
went to the door, but missed her in the congrega- 
tion. I then ran out to the street, saw her a 
good way ofi^, followed her, and said, * Madam, I 
beg your pardon. You cannot go away; you 
want something, and must come back and get 
your errand.' * The Lord help me, I want every- 
thing that is good.' *• I am going to meet a few 
female friends : if you come bacl^ the Lord will 
bless you ; for I know you want it/ She came, 
and was in tears while f met the class. Coming 
down stairs, I learned she was wife to a Sergeant- 
Major of an infantry regiment in the garrison. 
We sat down, and I began to explain the terms 
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on which sinners are receired. Her husband, 
who had gone to meet with Mr. S ■ , coming 
out of the yestry, I said, ^ Sergeant- Major, come 
here. I am talking to your lady, and wish you 
to hear what I say.' He sat down. After suit- 
able direction, we went to prayer ; and the Lord 
set her soul at liberty. She rejoiced with joy 
unspeakable. Turning to her husband, I said, 

* Sergeant-Major, were you to march to Dublin, 
would you wish to send your wife as far as Clon- 
mel or Kilkenny before you?' 'No, I should 
like to start with her.' *• Now, Sir, she has just 
entered the lists, to run for eternal life : if you 
are not on the alert, she will be off from you.' 

* By the grace of God, I will be with her.' * Then 
you heard what I said to her. If you take the 
same udyice, and act as she has done, you may 
this moment obtain pardon also.' We went to 
prayer, and the Lord lifted on him the light 
of His countenance. A happier couple I hare 
not seen, while they remained in Cork. They 
went to the West Indies, from whence I had 
cheering accounts of their stability and usefulness. 
May they be faithful unto death !" 

That he might do the greatest possible amount 
of good,< — ^for he felt that, after all, he never 
could do enough to honour and glorify his much- 
loved Master, — ^he sought to impress and influ- 
ence those holding important official stations in 
the church, to whom he had access. For this 
purpose he held occasional personal conferences 
with Ministers. The substance of two of these 
conferences having been preserved, and kindly 
supplied, by the l^v. Joseph W. M'Kay, is given 
with his introductory '* regret :"— 
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*' When I think of Mr. Field s conversational 
powers, I only regret that there was not some 
Boswell, whose admiration of the man's charac- 
ter, and retentive memory, might have furnished 
a rich treasury to the church, from the terse hut 
weighty words of heavenly wisdom which were 
ever falling from his lips. 

"Met Mr. Field at Rev. Mr. Reilly's. He 
seems every moment to he filled with God. The 
following passed in conversation : — 

" Mr, H. — I am glad to see you, Sir. 

" Mr. Field Indeed, I suppose you are ; if it 

were only for the use of your eye-sight. 

" Mr. H. — O, do you think I must have some- 
thing selfish in it ? 

" Mr, Reilly. — Is there not something selfish 
in whatever makes us glad ? 

" Mr. F, — People seem to form a very wrong 
notion of joy. Why, there cannot he strength, 
fortitude, patience, meekness^ amiability, or con- 
fidence, without a certain amount of joy ; and 
if Christians felt this, they would see it their 
duty to rejoice, whether they thought they were 
able or not. I wish (to Mr. M'K.) you would 
preach some time on that text : ' The joy of the 
Lord shall be your strength ;' and you may place 
opposite to that, *" Sorrow must be your weakness.' 

*' Mr, R. — I suppose you never had any time 
to be sorry since you set out for heaven. 

" Mr, F, — No, I had not time ; but I made it 
God never intended that time should be so em- 
ployed. 

" Mr, H. — I want to see you. What time 
shall I find you at home ? 

Mr, F.— -Why, I am hardly ever abroad; 
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and that is one thing that displeases the devU, 
that I am so much at home. 

^ Mr, H, — But in what sense do you mean at 
home? 

" Mr. F. — Why, I seek to he always watching, 
always praying, and taking care that the devil 
should not get the weather-gauge of me. (Mr. H. 
here looked at his watch.) Ha ! he is looking at 
his watch. Time is a queer thing : it makes the 
strongest weak, and the youngest old : we ought 
then to catch it by the forelock, and make the 
present moment serre us. 

^' On another occasion, some time after he had 
resigned his Sabbath-afternoon class, speaking with 
the Rey. Mr. ReiUy, in reference to it, Mr. Field 

said, ^S. C was with me a little time ago, 

talking about his members, one of them especially. 
I told him, that, at one time, I had no fear con- 
cerning her, namely, when she was in adversity ; 
but, now that she was beginning to be in pros- 
perity, I was afraid for her; for when we get 
into this, the devil generally rocks the cradle and 
puts us to sleep.' 

" Mr. R. — I met that class, and have to tell 
you, that I never saw the members more lively, 
or a better muster. 

" Mr. 2^.— I am glad of it. Well, I told S 

that it is not intellect, nor reading, no, nor piety^ 
alone, that makes a man a successful Leader ; but 
it is activity and energy. There are a great many ; 
and it would be pride in you or me to think we 
have as much piety or learning or intelligence 
as they have; and yet I would for no consi- 
deration let them stand in my way in useful-- 
nets. 
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** Mr. M*'K. — ^There is a great deal in enei^. 

**Afr. F. — O, my dear Sir, it is eTerythmg. 
A man might bare as much strength as Hercnles, 
or as Samson ; but what good is that, if he has 
not the vigour to make use of it ? A man that 
has other things without energy, is like one that 
has a large sum of money locked up in a strong 
box; he does no good with it: while the man 
who keeps a small amount in circulation may 
effect much. 

" Mr, R, — Mr. is an active little man. 

" Mr, F. — You have observed the steam-boat9 
coming into harbour. The greater the pressurer 
of the steam, the greater velocity they acquire^ 
and the greater the sweep after the power is taken 
off. When we have health and vigour, that ia 
the time to get all the enei^ we can. I want to 
have all I can; that, when my sight fails, an4 
when my hearing fails, and when my memory 
fails, — should some days of this kind oome upon 
me, — I may have acquired as much force as will 
drive me on safely to the shores of heaven." 

The same desire to do good by oiher*^ led him 
to address counsel, by letter, to persons am>ointed 
to the offices of Local Preacher and Class-Leader; 
as in the following instances :-— 

'* Bblovbo Brother,— -It yields me much joy 
to find you are called to preach the Gospel. 
Observe what I write freely : Bead and study the 
Scriptures above all books. The fountain of 
truth can furnish you with the best materials for 
your sermons. 

*' Be not hasty to take up new opinions. Yet 
stand not stiffly in your own judgment. Get 
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well acquainted with the writings of Messrs. 
"Wesley and Fletcher. 

'^ Meddle as little as possible with controyersj 
and with doubtful points. Leave these to men 
of great abilities. 

*'*' Your business is to conyert sinners. Insist 
on the plain truths of the Gospel that will affect 
the heart. Thunder the curses of the law in the 
ears of the impenitent ; but pour consolation into 
the contrite heart. 

^^The fall and entire depravity of man, hia 
recovery by Christ, justification by faith, and uni- 
versal holiness of heart and life, must constitute 
the leading subjects of all your discourses. 

" If you would have others to attend to your 
preaching, you must live the Gospel. In all the 
actions of life you must preach. A living 
Minister is more useful than a preaching one. 

*^ Be not elated with applause, nor discouraged 
by want of success. For reasons best known to 
Himself, God sometimes conceals our usefulness 
from us. 

^^ If possible, never bring a text into the pulpit 
over which you have not wept; never, at least, 
until the Holy Spirit has preached it to your own 
heart in private. Experimental preaching is the 
most profitable of all. 

^^ At all times enter the pulpit as if you were 
going to give up your final account to God." 



<( 



My dear Brother, — To be qualified for a 
Class-Leader, it is necessary to be the subject 
of regenerating grace ; to have a single eye, a 
tender conscience, a competent knowledge of 
God's word, of the heart of man, of the vanities 
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of the world, and of the devices of Satan. Td 
love God, to obey His will, by doing good to 
mankind, should be the reigning desire of his 
heart. 

" But you are ready to say. Who is thus qua- 
lified ? Be not discouraged. Though of your- 
self you can do nothing, by the grace of God you 
can do all things. That grace you must acquire : 
* the hand of the diligent maketh rich.' 

"Nothing tends more to retard the work of 
God than long meetings, which are generally 
dull. As an hour is the time allowed, you must 
be concise; but, if your class be large, a few 
minutes over the specified time will do no 
harm. 

" You must be particular to begin exactly at 
the hour appointed, — if only two are present. 
Four single, or two double, verses are quite 
enough to sing. Your prayer should especially 
concern your class ; and, on taking their seats, 
you should spend four or five minutes in exhorta- 
tion on some subject best adapted to stir up their 
minds, — say, the mercy of being spared to meet 
again ; the danger of unbelief, or of the form 
without the power of religion; the blessings of 
grace, or the blessedness of glory. 

"Except in rare instances, speak your own 
experience, but be short and comprehensive ; and 
exhort others to speak similarly. When several 
members relate the same experience, you need 
not urge the same scripture or counsel on each. 
In such cases I have found that great invention 
and presence of mind are necessary to avoid 
repetition ; for nothing is more wearisome, even 
though the most valuable truths are advanced. 
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When all hare spoken, collect the class- money ; 
and then conclude with singing and prayer. 

^^ The Roles of Society will point out your duty 
to visit the absent and sick. Striye weekly to 
get more intimately acquainted with the tempers 
and walk of the members^ that yon may be able 
to speak to their hearts. 

^' If you would be useful, you must ^ bear all 
things.' Let nothing offend or more you, though 
it comes from your dearest friend. Strire to 
maintain peace, particularly among your class. 
Fly swiftly to heal the first appearance of a mis- 
understanding. Be not ready to receire an accu- 
sation against persons who make a profession 
of religion. The devil uses great craft here : 
when he cannot get persons to serve him, he 
employs some of the wicked, by lying inventions, 
to impeach them with what never entered into 
their mind. 

** Give none up who have the least spark of 
spiritual life in them. Remember what they cost 
Him who hates putting away. Yet adhere 
strictly to our discipline. If they will not walk 
according to the Gospel, lay their conduct before 
the Preachers. Admit none but by their autho*- 
rity. "Whatever you are directed to do, perform 
immediately, according to the word of God. The 
time which others spend in disputing, do you 
employ in obeying God and His Ministers, ac- 
cording to His appointment. I cannot say these 
directions are the best you could receive, but it is 
the course I take myself. If you can see better, 
follow them. I am glad you have got this charge. 
I hope it will lead you to pray, hear, read, and 
meditate more, ana drive you nearer to the 

M 3 
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Saviour. This you will find exceedingly pro* 
fitable to your own soul ; while you water others, 
you will be watered yourself. You have now a 
better opportunity for improying your gifts. Re- 
member, — let it ever be sounding in your ears,^ 
^From him that hath not shall be taken away 
even that which he hath.' Thrice happy they 
whom their Lord when He cometh shall find 
feeding the smallest portion of His sheep, and 
' watching ' unto prayer. He will bring them 
into the marriage-supper with the wise, and will 
come forth Himself and serve them." 

Personal address is one of the most important 
and efficient means for the revival and extension 
of religion. All who desire to be gatherers with 
Christ, will cultivate this mode of doing good, as 
opportunity offers. It was in such manner, doubt- 
less, that the Christians scattered abroad (Acts 
viii.) went everywhere preaching the word: 
"Greek, evangelizing^ or announcing the good 
news of the niessuge of mercy. It is not the 
usual word which is rendered preachy but means 
simply announcing the good news of salvation. 
There is no evidence, nor is there any probability, 
that all these persons were ordained to preach. 
They were manifestly common Christians, who 
were scattered by the persecution; and the mean- 
ing is, that they communicated to their fellow- 
men in conversation wherever they met them, — 
and probably in tlie synagogues, where all Jews 
had a right to speak, — the glad tidings that the 
Messiah had come. It is not said they set them- 
selves up for public teachers ; or that they admi- 
nistered baptism ; or that they founded churches; 
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Int, thej proclaiaied eyerywhere the news that a 
Saviour had come. Their hearts were full of it. 
Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks. They made known the truth to all 
whom they met." * And when the whole church, 
the unofficial as well as official members, shall 
follow their example, — ^intent upon leading every 
person with whom they have intercourse to sav- 
ing faith in Christ, — great progress will have 
been made towards the conversion of the world. 
Mr. Field's method was to proceed by inquiry, 
instruction, and persuasion, in order to instanta- 
neous conviction and decision. 

*** 28th. — Calling on a certain family, and find- 
ing a strange young woman there, I said, *My 
dear, whether are you a wise or a foolish virgin V 
*I dout know. Sir.* *Do you know the differ- 
ence between a wise and a foolish virgin?' 
Silence. I then described the difference. When 
I looked round, I found that she, and every one 
of the company, were in tears. I then called on 
two female friends to go to prayer ; and we had a 
gracious baptism of the Spirit. She, and two 
other young women, obtained pardon. Glory to 
God!" 

*^ If any provide not for his own, and specially 
for those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel." (1 Tim. y. 8.) 
This truth is not less emphatical in relation to a 
spiritual than to a physical provision. But no 
such mark of infidelity was discoverable in Mr. 
Field. His solicitude for the salvation and end- 
less happiness of his own kindred, was not less 
deep and practical, to say the least, than that he 

* Barnes. 
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manifested in behalf of others. His record of the 
cxemplaiT piety, and calmly- triumphant death 
of his wife, is instructive and affecting :^- 

"On Tuesday, February 2d, 1836, I said, *My 
dear, I had better stay with you, and not go to 
the class.' ' I had rather you would go and pray 
for me.' ' God forbid that I should sin against 
Him, in ceasing to pray for you.* I went. We 
had a weeping time. On my return, I said, ^ My 
dear, what shall I write to your friends in Ame* 
rica? I must acquaint Mr. Harper ' (her brother-in* 
law). ' Tell him I have lived on one promise these 
fifty years.' O the power of divine truth ! And 
will one promise support a soul fifty years ? Yes ; 
and to all eternity. Seeing death approaching, 
the same day, I said, ' My dear, I hope you are 
looking to Jesus.' ' I am, every moment* * Do 
you feel He looks on you with approbation?' To 
set my mind at rest, she said, in her own nervous 
style, * You may be as sure of my salvation, as 
that you stand on that floor.' Glory be to God ! 
O how my soul overflowed with love and hea- 
ven ! She breathed her last on Wednesday, Feb- 
ruary 3d, 1836. There was not a person in mis city 
who did so much for the poor, with such slender 
means. Above all I ever saw, she was the nn- 
ner 8 friend. The more wicked and vile, the 
more her heart, purse, and table were accessible 
to them. If she let her feelings run before her 
judgment, it was an error on the safe side, and 
the Lord abundantly supplied her wants to the 
end. The Lord has never taken any from me 
without granting me a blessed indemnity by an 
increase of His love. I got a singular baptism 
of the Spirit at the death of both my sons ; but 
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on this occasion it far exceeded all I ever enjoyed. 
May I never be ungrateful \" 

His efforts for the salvation of His father and 
family were remarkably successful. In a letter 
to the Preacher in the Circuit, he observes : " In 
the year 1796 I first heard the Methodists, and 
joined the Society. Immediately I began to 
write spiritual letters to my father, according to 
my ability. In some time he invited the Preachers 
to his house, and a little Society was formed. My 
brother and two of my sisters were savingly con- 
verted. At this my soul greatly rejoiced. My 
brother made rapid progress, and, I think, occa- 
sionally met the class ; but, alas ! he fell, and the 
little flock was scattered. Some sparks remain, 
which God has made you the instrument of col- 
lecting together. May He abundantly reward 
you for your labour of love ! 

" The fifth day after my father's arrival in this 
city Qon a visit], the Lord was graciously pleased 
to pardon his transgressions. He returned home 
happy. I wrote as plainly and powerfully as I 
could to my brother, sending Mr. Wesley's Call 
to Backsliders by my father to him. But, O the 
subtlety of Satan ! though I wrote in the simpli- 
city of my heart, it gave great offence. I lost all 
my influence with him. He has not freely cor- 
responded with me since. I mention this, that, 
as a spiritual guide, you may pity me, and strive 
to restore my brother according to the flesh, that 
was once more than a brother. O that my Bro- 
ther in heaven, who is both God and man, may 
heal my only brother's backsliding, and love him 
freely for His own name's sake !" 

He subsequently relates in his journal: ^'I 
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had a delightful letter from my brother in the 
country to-day, — one of the greatest miradea 
of mercy that walks the earth. He was nearly 
thirty years in the army; was with the Dnke 
throuffh the Spanish war, a great sinner, a con- 
firmed drunkard, for thirty-four years. Nothing 
was of any use. I despaired of his being erer 
conrerted. But what is too hard for God ? He 
was sent to Kinsale for coals, got drunk, and, 
sitting on one of the cars, fell off; and the car, 
loaded with perhaps near a ton weight of coals, 
went over him. Not a bone was broken, although 
the road was newly grayelled. Was it not mira- 
culous? This sobered him. He formed the 
resolution that he would drink no more strong 
drink. That is four or fire years ago, and he has 
kept his resolution ; but, best of all, he instantly 
turned to God, and suffered the good word of the 
Lord, which he heard in his mther's house, to 
Tegetate after forty years. He is now on the 
brink of eternity, praising God, and patiently 
waiting for his great change." 

Mr. Field's two sons, as might be expected, 
were children of many prayers. The conrersion 
of the younger is thus described by his &ther :— 
^' Blessed be God, Mr. Mayne's sermon last Sab- 
bath reached the heart of my son John. The 
text was, ^ Ye cannot serve two masters,' &c. I 
nerer saw one in greater distress of mind. AH 
desire for meat, drink, and sleep was taken away. 
This morning he was up, waiting for me, before 
it was light. I talked and prayed with him. He 
found comfort ; but I was not fully satisfied that 
he had obtained peace with God until two 
o'clock, when, having talked and prayed with 
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him again, I found, to my unspeakable joj, that 
GK>d had graciously pardoned his sins in the 
morning. From the depths of terror and despair, 
he was raised to enjoy sweet peace in believing. 
Etarnal glory to God ! May divine grace be suffi- 
cient for him, even unto death ! May he be fruits 
fol in every good word and work I O my hea- 
Tenly Father, I feel I love Thee more for every 
mnnor Thou dost pluck from the burning. Help 
me to love Thee proportionably for the conver- 
non of my dear John ; and, for the sake of the 
blessed Jesus, bring ail my family to experienoe 
the same salvation P 

Converted in 1814, John departed this life 
May 7th, 1819. Uniformly and increasingly 
devoted to God, of high honourable principle, 
fondly attached to his parents, his amiability had 
greatly endeared hira to the family, and to the 
circle of his acquaintances. He did not long 
survive his brother James, to whom he was 
:anited in tender affection, and with whom he 
was never known to have a dispute. His cheer- 
ful resignation, in his last illness, led his father 
to conclude that he had obtained the perfect love 
which casts out fear and self-will. On inquiry, 
he found it was so. John told him he desired 
neither ease nor pain, life nor death, but as the 
Lord pleased. One morning he cried out, in a 
kind of transport, ^^Tbe Lamb is the light 
thereof," and seemed to feel unutterable pleasure 
in the expression. Afler lingering a few days, he 
died, rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. 

The elder son was, for years, a grief of heart to 
his parentSy-'-carefully guarded in early youth as 
were his morals, and much pains as were taken 
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with his religious education. Mr. Field having 
heen ordered to Spain in 1808, James, who was 
then about fourteen years of age, being of a 
yielding, unsuspecting disposition, and easily led 
to eyil, as ''the companion of fools," was soon 
brought to disgrace and ruin. Abandoned to 
yice, he became the '' profligate youth " whose 
history was made the subject of an impressive 
narrative by his brother John, in a communica- 
tion to the Rev. Thomas Wood.* All his fathers 
e£fbrts to restrain him, on his return from Spain, 
were fruitless ; so that at last he felt obliged to 
remove him from the family, not, however, without 
remonstrances by tongue and pen^ such as the 
following, which the wonder is that, even way- 
ward as he was, he could resist :-— 

"Dear James, — ^With tears and prayers for 
your welfare, though poorly, and ill able to write, 
I think it my duty to send you this Christmas 
gift. Since ever you had a being you spent your 
Christmases with your parents, as a member 

of our family What I dread is, that death 

should find you in an unprepared state, — in your 
sins and blood. O that I should be the unhappy 
instrument of bringing into existence an immor- 
tal soul that hangs in such jeopardy ! I may well 
say, 'Few and evil have been the days of my 

gilgrimage.' Well, hold out, faith and patience, a 
ttle longer. From the way I feel, I have reason 
to think, my shoulders will be eased of the cross 
before next Christmas. O what a festival I hope 

* See '^ An Account of the ConA'ersion and happy Death 
of a profligate Youth,** published by the Vt'esleyan Tract 
Society. 
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to spend above, where the worshipping assemblj 
ne'er breaks up, and Sabbaths never end ! And 
shall not James be there? He may. His par- 
don is purchased as well as mine. O that as the 
prodigal you may get weary of the husks of sin, 
and return to the arms of your heavenly Father ! 
Were you called now, what sentence could you 
expect ? It will be no excuse to say, * Lord, I 
was young, and could not repent/ No : he who 
is old enough to sin, is old enough for hell, and 
therefore old enough to repent. There is not a 
moment to be lost. You cannot make sure of an 
interest in Christ too soon. Provoke not the 
Lord any longer, lest He swear, in His wrath, you 
shall not enter into His rest. 

"What pleasure have you found in sin, that 
you are so fond of it ? What advantage do you 
derive from the practice of it? 'The wages of 
sin is death.' In every cup of sin there is worm- 
wood and gall. Were my soul to die with my 
body, I would choose a life of virtue, in preference 
to one of vice. It is easier to go to heaven than 
to hell,— this I know by experience. 

" You cannot enjoy imaginary pleasure in sin 
as your companions do. Their understanding is 
dark ; their conscience asleep. You are in some 
degree awake, because enlightened. You are 
miserable, are you not? O, then, fly from the 
works of darkness ! The longer you continue in 
sin, the more difficult will be your repentance. 
Hepentance is easier in youth than ever it will be 
afterwards. In the Lord's name, then, consider 
your ways. Know the time of your visitation. 
While God is calling, Christ inviting, the gates 
of heaven open, Mmisters beseechmg, parents 
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weeping and praying, and the Spirit striring, O, 
for Jesus 8 sake, delay not !" 

In about a year after he received this letter, the 
hapless young man was arrested, and thrown into 
prison, for a crime of which the jury, at his trial, 
declared him ^'Not guilty," and of which time 
soon discoTered that he was innocent. The dis- 
grace and confinement, however, had broken his 
spirit, and seriously injured his health. In the 
time of his humiliation and distress, his compa- 
nions forsook him. '^ Those to whom he had been 
most kind, repaid that kindness with neglect. 
The people of God, whom he had despised, now 
renewed their attentions. This deeply affected 
his heart" He was again received into his 
Withers house, from whence, his health having 
been recruited, he went to London, intending, 
if no situation ofiFered, to follow his trade. Here 
he became thoroughly roused to a sense of his 
folly, guilt, and danger, and intensely anxious to 
obtain mercy. The manner and immediate results 
of his awakening, he describes in a letter to his 
father, an extract from which is subjoined : — 

" London, August 26/A, 18] 5. 
'' My very dear Father, — I sailed down the 
Thames on Saturday evening, and, on my arrival, 

went to see Mr. . He was not at home, 

but was expected shortly. I therefore waited; 
and as I was not fond of sitting idle, I went to 
his library, and took from it some Numbers of 
this year's Magazine, in one of which I found a 
* Review of Memoirs of Mr. James H. Wood, by 
his Father, the Rev. Thomas Wood.' Jn looking 
over it, I found a letter from him to his fiither, 
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glring a description of his distressed state, both 
of body and soal ; requesting him to write him a 
long letter, and point out to him the way of 
salyation ; ' for,' said he, ^ I am going headlong to 
heli; 

'' In perusing his father s letter to him, some 
words and sentences struck me to the soul, as 
being descriptiye of my own state, and just what 
I have often heard from you. I will take the 
liberty of quoting one or two sentences verbatim : 
* How awful would your destruction be ! Thou- 
sands of prayers hare been offered up to God for 
your salvation. You have heard many Gospel 
sermons. The Spirit of God has often touched 
your heart, even while I have been conversing 
with you about your soul, and exhorting you to 
iiee from the wrath to come. I hope you have 
now begun at last to pray for yourself. Lose no 
time ; for you know not what a day, a night, or 
even an hour, may bring forth. O, come ! do not 
despair, but trust in the Lord. He has pardoned 
crimes as numerous and aggravated as yours. 
His blood cleanses from all sin. My dear James, 
I cannot express the feelings of my heart. O 
God, be pleased to give my James an interest in 
Thy blessed Son ; wash him from all his sins in 
His precious blood ; give him a praying, believing, 
tender, loying heart ; and fit him to join his de- 
parted relatives before Thy throne 1 My heart 
and eyes are full. What ! a child of mine go to 
hell I God forbid, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
who came into the world to save sinners, even 
the chief!* 

^'In reading those passages, I was forcibly 
arrested with the awfidness of my state. My 

N 2 
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thoughts were, ^ I cannot he sure of mj life one 
moment; and although I am in good health at 
present, perhaps I may he dead this night ; and, 
O God, as I am the child of thousands and thoa- 
f>ands of prayers, how awful would my destruction 
he ! Hare mercy upon me ; show me the awful 
situation in which 1 stand; give me heartfelt, 
genuine repentance, that I may look to Thee, my 
God, and beseech Thee, for what Christ has done 
and suffered, by all the agonies He endured for 
sinners, and consequently for me, to have mercy 
upon me ! Give me a sight of myself, just as I 
am ! Soften my depraved, wicked heart ! Be 
pleased to forgive my many open transgressions 
against light and knowledge !' This I can say, I 
am determined not to rest until God bless me. 
Your letter was of infinite serrice to me : I have 
read it over and over. I no longer wonder at 
the extraordinary love manifested toward you by 
those who are striving to secure an interest in the 
blood of Christ. I think if 1 were near you, that 
with your prayers and advice, I should now 
experience pardon. I find consolation in nothing 
so much as praying, reading the Scriptures and 
your letters, and writing to you. 1 hope to have 
to communicate to you in my next that God has 
pardoned all my sins, I intend to go to cUiss 
to-morrow ; and 1 hope God will direct me to a 
lively and pious one, and a good Leader, as 1 do 
not like to be where people are formal. I hope 
lie will keep me from resting in the form, with- 
out the povier, of religion. Yesterday I read 
Mr. Fletchers ^Address to those who inquire. 
What must 1 do to be saved V it is a precious 
little book. 1 bought it, and the Memoirs before- 
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mentioned, at the Book- room, the day after mj 
return from Woolwich. I will send them by the 
first opportunity. Requesting your adyice and 
prayers, 

** I remain, dear father, 

" Your disgraceful son, 

''James Field." 

Attacked with consumption in London, he 
returned to Cork, was made the subject of much 
prayer and encouragement on the part of the 
Methodist Ministers and people, laid firm hold 
on Christ, and on the promise, '^ He tiiat believeth 
shall be saved ;" was filled with all joy and peace 
through belieying ; acknowledged, with deep self- 
abhorrence, his rebeUion against his parents, and 
asked their forgiveness ; '^ saw heaven brightening 
to his view, — brighter and brighter still;" and 
died, while his brother commended him in prayer 
to God, on the night of December lath, 1816. 
'•• I never saw," says his lather, " a more triumph- 
ant death but one, and never spent a more 
profitable night. I could have almost wished 1 
had a converted son to die every day." 



N 3 
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CHAPTER VI. 

God delights to call forth His champions to meet with 
great temptatious, to make them bear crosses of more 
than ordinary weight ; as commanders in war put men 
of most valour and skill upon the hardest services. 
God sets some strong furious trial upon a strong 
Christian, made strong by His own grace; and by 
his victory makes it appear, that though there is a 
great deal of the counterfeit coin of profession in reli- 
gion, yet some there are who have the power, the 
reality of it; who do indeed and in good eam'^st 
despise the world, and overcome it by His strength. — 
AncHBiSHOF Leighton. 

The good warfare of whicli the Apostle Paul 
speaks (1 Tim. i. 18) is aggressive, and not 
merely defensive. Courage and fidelity are essen- 
tial qualities in a Christian soldier — ^not, indeed, 
so essential, if it be only his duty to repel the 
assaults of the enemy; but he is imperatively 
required to be an aggressor upon all the forms of 
error and sin in his locality^ and throughout the 
world. The religion or kingdom of Christ, sym- 
bolized by the stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands, spoken of by the Prophet Daniel, 
never fails to smite^ in order to destroy, the various 
evil systems, doctrines, and practices, represented 
by the " great image," by which the name of God 
is dishonoured, and the souls of men endangered. 
That this religion has not been more widely ex- 
tended, and has not achieved greater triumphs, is 
owing simply to the absence or partial operation of 
spirituality and energy on the part of its profes- 
sors — those properties by which it will ultimately 
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oyerthrow all false religions, scatter them like 
the chaff of the summer threshing-floors, and fill 
the whole earth. (Dan. ii. 35.) A triumphing 
Christianity, therefore, is that which is aggressive. 

Such spirituality and energy are also indispens- 
ahle to personal salvation ; for when the Apostle 
says, " Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on 
eternal life," he manifestly alludes to the agonistic 
exercises of the ancient games, and to the act of 
seizing the victorious wreath or crown. In those 
exercises the combatant was not content merely 
to ward off the blows of his adversary, but 
became the aggressor in turn. It was thus he 
laid hold of the prize. 

It may be objected that these exhortations to 
war a good warfare, and fight the good fight, were 
addressed to Timothy, a Minister^ and that there- 
fore the private or unofficial members of the 
church are not under obligation to wage this 
aggressive war. This is a palpable and most 
mischievous error. The Ephesian church, whom 
the Apostle exhorts to take to themselyes the 
whole armour of God, were not all Ministers or 
officers ; and some at least of the weapons which 
he enumerates were specially for the purpose of 
attack, and not only for defence. Can loyalty to 
their divine Master and Sovereign exert its proper 
influence upon the hearts of Christians, when 
they permit the infernal destroyer to usurp His 
rightful authority and dominion in their neigh- 
bourhood and in the world, without disturbance 
or molestation ? 

This chapter shall be employed to illustrate 
Mr. Field's character as a soldier in the army o( 
Emmanuel. 
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In perusing tlie records of his spiritual ren- 
counters, it will be necessary for the reader to 
remember, that whenever he felt or feared Satan 
had gained an adyantage over him personally, he 
was not content until again secure of victory 
through the blood of the Lamb. This method 
and its adyantages, already noticed,* are more 
fully explained in a letter dated December 4th, 
1848:-^ 

^' This day forty-three years my Lord first took 
full possession of my heart. Had I been faithful, 
how much more happiness might I have enjoyed, 
and how much more good done ! But 

' I have most unfaithful been 

Of all who e'er His grace received.* 

Although I haye often lost the blessing. He never 
suffered me to rest until I got it again. Now I 
have a greater hatred to sin, to the spirit of the 
world, to Satan's devices ; and a greater know- 
ledge of self, of the holy Scriptures, of the loving 
heart of my heavenly Father, of the atonement 
and intercession of Jesus, of the work of the 
Holy Spirit, and of the necessity of holiness, than 
I had that day. And why should I not trust 
Him more now th<in I did then? Praise His 
name, I can. This has been a day of singular 
refreshing to my soul. I find all is mine through 
the Saviour's precious blood." 

Shortly after the memorable day referred to, 
he cast away his confidence, and had painful 
wrestlings with unbelief, which he thus describes : 
— >*' On the 6th, I found the sensible presence of 

« See p. 83. 
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God withdrawn ; and, like a person robbed of some 
valuable treasure, I began to inquire how I lost 
it. I could not discover that I had sinned, nor 
did any guilt remain. I strove to hold the bless- 
ing, hoping that on Sunday I should have my 
heart filled with love at the Lord's table. On 
Saturday, I strove to prepare for the sacred ordi- 
nance; but my heart was not affected on the 
occasion in the manner I had hoped. Impatient, 
I said, ' Lord, I can do no more,' — ^meaning that I 
strove all I could to lay hold of the promise. But 
Satan gained his point. I was shorn of my strength 
in the evening, and quite gave up my hold." Was 
it not because he substituted the Sacrament for 
Christ ? He proceeds : ^^ Although exceedingly 
oppressed in mind, I kept all to myself. The 
air, I thought, had lost its sweetness ; my food 
and drink, their taste : company was burdensome. 
I wished to be alone, and yet my hard heart was 
indisposed for private exercises. To increase my 
distress, my commanding officer was highly dis- 
pleased with me for a mistake in duty. When I 
went to secret prayer, Satan made such a fool of 
me as to persuade me I had omitted one principal 
branch of the orders for next day. I was so <us- 
tracted, that I knew not what I was saying. I 
arose from my knees, but was afraid for some 
time to look into the orderly-book, lest I should 
discover my error ; but, to my astonishment, I 
found that the order was right, and Satan a liar. 
The disquietude of my mind affected my body. I 
apprehended some heavy illness. 

" My soul was drawn out in prayer more than 
ever. My power to believe, pray, and bear with 
the world and myself, increased. Still I am 
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ashamed before earth and Heaven, because of my 
impatience. Whether I grieved the good Spirit, 
I cannot determine ; but I abhor myself, and 
wonder why the Lord has not cast me off. Why 
was I so ignorant as not to know, and so slothful 
as not to believe? Shall I ever be wise unto 
salvation?" 

Thus it is evident that, as yet, his skill in this 
holy war was immature ; of which circumstance 
the great adversary did not fail to take advan- 
tage. The same imperfect knowledge of the 
enemy's tactics is evinced in the entry made in 
his journal, under date, "Sept. 10th, 1806," as 
also the same indomitable purpose to 



'^ Tread all the powers of darkness down. 
And win the well-fought day.^ 



»» 



" After my duties were over, my partner placed 
before me some bread and honey. The quantity 
was small ; but I thought I could not eat in faith. 
Her entreaties, however, prevailed, and I partook 
of some, though I had no desire for food. I felt 
I had done wrong." (Afterwards, when better 
instructed, he adds, " I was righteous overmuch.") 
" I gave the matter against myself, and strove to 
come to Christ ; but did not feel the sacred flame 
consume my sacrifice." (" See," he again subse- 
quently observes, " what unbelief does !") "'Now,' 
thought I, ' the Lord says. If any man defile the 
temple of God, him will God destroy.' O what 
a wretch I was, either from persuasion or desire, 
thus to grieve the Holy Spirit! I continued 
wrestling and striving, fully determined never to 
rest until the Lord again lifted on me the light 
of His gracious countenance. When duty per- 
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mitted, I went to the new chapel, and embraced 
eyerj spare moment at home to agonize for the 
blessing. "Wonderful to tell, I had no fear of 
death or judgment. Manj promises were given 
me ; but the sanctifying ones were at a distance. 
I went to my band on the 13th, and freely opened 
my mind to my brethren, who prayed for me. I 
was comforted, but not satisfied. I intimated my 
intention not to go on the 17th; but one of my 
band-mates strongly urged me not to omit the 
duty. Accordingly I went ; and there the Lord 
unloosed my bonds, enabling me to come with all 
my sins, and this one in particular, to the open 
fountain. I went on my way home rejoicing. 
I am an unbelieving wretch, unworthy of the air 
I breathe. The Lord grant I may learn wisdom 
by what I have suffered. I hope, 1. Never to 
yield to the entreaties of any one, against the 
dictates of my own conscience. 2. To watch and 
pray more diligently than ever ; considering that 
I am not, in any respect whatever, my own. 3. 
Never to let go my confidence so simply again. 
O that my merciful God may help me by His 
grace !" 

Having failed to bring him permanently under 
the power of unbelief as to his spiritual state, the 
wily foe soon assailed his trust in divine Provi- 
dence :— 

"October 1st. — Satan strove to perplex my 
mind about temporal things, which seemed to 
run into great confusion. He wanted me to look 
at this and that, I could not but wonder at his 
folly. The words came, — 'This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even your faith.' I 
also zemembered, ' Nothing hath the just to fear. 
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I rejoiced greatly. ^ My heart is fixed, trusting 
in the Lord.' The troubles and crosses that 
may or may not be, I leaye to Him that cannot 
err." 

Although full sanctification is an instantaneous 
blessing as regards the expulsion of sin, and the 
implantation of its positiye graces, yet the obe- 
dient believer gradually grows in those graces 
until they are fully ripened, and he brings forth, 
in all their richness, the peaceable fruits of righ- 
teousness which are by Jesus Christ to the glory 
and praise of God. The process of this mellow- 
ing, however, is speedy or otherwise, as faith is 
or is not exercised upon the sanctifying blood 
and promise of Christ. This progression is 
clearly discernible in the experience of Mr. 
Field :^ 

"This day I have got such views of entire 
sanctification as I believe I never had before. 
1 see plainly. 



' Weaker than a bruised reed, 
Help I every moment need.' 



that as a little child I may always sit at the 
Redeemers feet, and simply receive wisdom, 
strength, worthiness, righteousness, and purity 
from Him ! I see the work of sanctification to 
be very imperfect in me. Sin, on certain occa- 
sions, is very near; ready, if I watch not, to 
enter. Sometimes, also, I feel something like 
impatience or hurry of spirit. This is not right. 

1 know it is my privilege to be delivered from it, 
and live above all beneath. O for a genuine 
work of holiness, the full image of God stamped 
on all my powers! I will pursue this. The 
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Lord's will is mj sanctification ; and what He 
wills. He has power to perform." 

Persons may be the subjects of anger, and not 
commit sin ; but it must be such an emotion as 
the Redeemer felt when " He looked round about 
upon the people with anger, being grieved for the 
hardness of their hearts." The anger of grief, 
not of resentment, is that alone which has the 
sanction of His example, and can be beneficial in 
its operation; ''for the wrath of man worketh 
not the righteousness of God." Mr. Field strove 
evangelictdlj, and therefore " lawfully" and suc- 
cess&Uj, for " the mastery" over this evil, when, 
nnder provocation, once and again he bad yielded 
to it: — 

** I gave way to anger, and spoke in a threat- 
ening and unchristian manner to one who, I 
thought, had injured me. Quick as lightning, I 
was hurried off my guard, and my old predomi- 
nant sin got the ascendancy, and left me in my 
wounds. O what my soul felt on the occasion ! 
I fell, mourning and weeping, at the feet of the 
crucified Jesus, and there bitterly lamented my 
fall. O the many resolutions I have broken! 
But, eternal glory to God, He did not suffer me 
to continue long in this condition: He again 

gacified my troubled conscience ; and I firmly 
ope, the enemies I have seen this day I shall 
see no more for ever." 

He had a similar conflict when on the march 
in Spain: — "On being provoked, I felt anger, 
and spoke sharply to some fellow-soldiers. I 
cried to the Lord without ceasing. He soon 
granted pardon, healed my sinful soul, and 
assured me, ' If any man sin, we have an Advo- 
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cate with the Father/ Riding with the hrigade, 
I wept and rejoiced with joj unspeakable, that 
He had healed all my diseases." 

He proved that, when professing Christians 
mingle in social intercourse, — ^unreserved it may 
be, and unapprehensive of evil, — ^there is dane^er 
lest the spirit of levity should prevail, and give 
occasion for those aspiring to attain and pro- 
mote eminent and uniform piety, to mourn in 
secret places :-— 

^'In the course of the week, I have been 
shamefully remiss in self-examination ; and on 
yesterday evening I was rather light and merry. 
In mercy, the £ord provided an instrument to 
examine me. A superior called me to a strict 
account concerning the only matter I had in part 
neglected through the day. It led me to see that 
when I have peace, and enjoy the company of my 
dear friends, I am ready to forget my heavenly 
home. In vain do I hope that they will act the 
part of friends, and faithfully tell me all they 
hear and fear concerning me. Alas ! they are 
either unfaithful, or too blind to my many infirm- 
ities. But the Lord, in great mercy, makes use 
of those called enemies, to tell me my fiiults : 
they not only scour off the rust, but are ready to 
melt down the true gold, and call in question all 
my experience. This, I found, had the desired 
effect of driving me from the streams to the 
fountain. I will henceforth guard against build- 
ing tabernacles here with those I love, and count 
those my friends who lead me from the creature 
to the Cfreator." 

He saw how needful it was to attend to the 
admonition, "Be ashamed of nothing but sin." 
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*' Mj mind enjoyed solid peace until Sunday, 
12th ; when, being ordered to do a menial office 
i;?hich was neglected by another, I showed some 
reluctance, and not only felt, but said, it was not 
my duty. Brought under condemnation, my 
soul asked, ' Where is perfect humility ? Here 
is pride : perfect love is gone.' I wrestled with 
the Lord ; but though I had no doubt of accept- 
ance, and many precious promises were brought 
to remembrance, yet I did not preyail until, about 
twelve o'clock on the 13th, the word came, 
^ Ask what you will, and it shall be done unto 
you;' and, soon after, ^ I will, be thou clean.' 
Glory be to my great Deliverer, who has again 
set my feet upon the Rock ! Nothing but power 
to love Him with all my heart, can satisfy my 
soul." 

Uncharitable thoughts are not easily resisted ; 
of which he had painful experience on one occa- 
sion, when a person acted inconsiderately, so as 
to wound and grieve his tender conscience :— 

'^July 5th. — Calling to see a friend going 
abroad, he put me to do some business for him 
which should have been settled before the ap- 
proach of the Lord's day. It was distressing to 
me ; but I saw it had now become a work of ne- 
cessity. Having done as he desired, I harboured 
some hard thoughts of my friend on my way 
home, which led to others of an unsanctified 
nature, and brought me into great heaviness. I 
found I had forfeited the blessing, and would be 
glad of anything to excuse me from visiting the 
absent members of my class on Monday. I 
prayed on Tuesday till exhausted, ana was 
obliged to set out on this important duty with a 

o 2 
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he&Yj heart." (How unlike those who only 
essay to do good when comfortable in their feel- 
ing, and their hearts are " free" to it !) " But 
Proyidence directed me to the sick bed of a maid 
who did not belong to our Society ; and, while in 
prayer, the Lord gaye me the desire of my heart, 
and greatly blessed all present. The band in the 
eyening was a solemn season. How good is God, 
who still giyes me power to retain a measure 
of confidence, and to perseyere in duty !" 

He found the struggle against uncharitableness 
still more arduous, when one repaid his affection- 
ate fidelity with unkindness : — '*' In the eyening 
I was called to bear a yery heayy trial in a mat- 
ter I had undertaken from the purest motiyes, 
being counselled to do so." And yet this unplea- 
sant task, perhaps, more properly deyolyed on 
the individual who made the request; but too 
many are ready to perform their own irksome 
duties by proxy. ^' He had not patience to bear 
my plain dealing, but went to a superior, and 
prejudiced him against me. I was called to 
account for my conduct, and mildly reproyed. 
What I suffered in mind is indescribable. I 
slept but little, was in a weeping frame all day, 
and at noon, when at prayer, pleaded, that, if I 
thought hardly of the person, or had sinned in 
word or deed, God for Christ's sake would take 
away my sin, and also forgiye him whom I 
attempted to serve. The Lord condescended, and 
set my soul at liberty. I am so yery weak and 
feeble when tried, and feel so sensibly, that I am 
almost afraid to say anything of perfect love. 
The words, ^ The blood of Jesus Ohnst cleanseth 
from all sin,' were, I think, applied to-day." 
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Under irritating circumstances, at one time, 
having been betrayed into hastiness of feeling 
and of language, he writes : '^ 29th. Being pro- 
yoked, I spoke unadyisedlj with mj lips. This 
occasioned shame and confusion of face before the 
Lord. I was obliged to come to Him just as I 
was, — a poor, helpless, guilty sinner ; and, blessed 
be His name. He did not cast me off, but healed 
my backslidings, and spoke peace to my troubled 
heart. Goodness and mercy haye crowned me 
this week also. While looking to Jesus, I am 
strong, happy, and yictorious : when I take my 
eye off Him, I am feeble, and sore broken." 

Hastiness in judging is a prevailing, but most 
reprehensible, fault. The proneness to deter- 
mine questions, on hearing one side only, or 
both sides but partially, is lamentable ; whereas, 
truth and righteousness require that the matter 
be fairly considered and fully weighed before the 
verdict is given. It were desirable that the motto 
by which Lord Eldon regulated his official judg- 
ments were acted on in common life : ^* Soon 
enough, if well enough." Mr. Field learned this 
lesson by the things which he suffered : '^ I have 
had deep experience of my own weakness. Satan 
can make a fool of me still. I received an un- 
favourable report of a friend, and suffered my 
mind to be too much influenced by it before I 
gave him a hearing. I wrote too severely. He 
bore it well; but I suffered for my credulity. 
May this, also, work together for good ! * 

In these conflicts he conquered, as he lived, by 
faith; and thus continuously enjoyed the spoils 
of victory. The warfare waged by this good sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ was, withal, an offensive one. 

o 3 
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The following letter, written to a gentleman 
of high rank in the army, is a fine expression 
of fidelity to his soul, respect for his station, and 
gratitude for personal favours : — 

" Sir, — With tears, and deep sorrow of heart, 
I take the liberty to write to you on some things 
that intimately concern your present and eternal 
happiness. It has been my desire and prayer, 
that I might get out of this city, and from my 
present military duty, with a clear conscience 
toward God and man. But in one thing I find 
myself faulty. I have dealt very unfaithfully 
with one to whom I am, perhaps above all men, 
most indebted; who, for more than four years, 
has indeed proved a father to me. 

" Sir, you are the man. I think myself very 
ungrateful, that, on certain occasions, I have 
heard you swear, and never had the courage to 
speak to you on this dreadful evil, so much prae* 
tised in our day. I well know it is want of con- 
sideration ; for you are acquainted with your 
duty to God, who has given you a number of 
excellent qualities, which I am grieved to the 
very heart to see in danger of being lost. If he 
that takes the name of God in vain shall not be 
held guiltless, how shall they escape who blas^ 
pheme it ? Pray read the printed note. 

^^ Another thing that has pained me was, to 
find you amusing yourself at a certain game on the 
Lord's day, which Tie has commanded to be kept 
holy. O what account shall the Christian world, 
so called, render to God ! He commands, ' Yerily 
my Sabbaths ye shall keep ;' ' Speak not your own 
words,nor find your own pleasure, on my holydayt 
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*' O, Sir, though high in rank, you are mortal, 
and must shortly stand before jour Maker, to 
giTe an account of all your deeds. You have 
been placed in this world to prepare for a better ; 
and He who shed His precious blood to save you, 
has said, ^ Except a man be born again, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God : ' * Without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord.' I love you 
as my own soul ; and should be happy if you 
would but consider that you were created to glo- 
rify God here, and enjoy Him hereafter for ever. 
May He have mercy on you, and crown you with 
honour and happiness in both worlds, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord ! 

**• With the deepest sense of gratitude for all 
your kindness to me, I subscribe myself, 

^^ Your humble servant till death, 

"James Field." 

He was not less hostile to error in doctrine, 
than to viciousness in life. Anxious to preserve 
a young lady from such error, and knowing that 
there is a disposition on the part of many to 
substitute novel and fanciful speculations for the 
religion of the heart, he sends her a communica- 
tion ; freely expounding at the same time his 
own theological views on particular subjects, and 
affectionately warning her of her danger. 

" Miss , — It is almost as natural for me to 

care for your soul, as if you were my own child. 
I therefore beg you will have the goodness to 
read this sermon with attention. It will clearly 
point out the principal errors of Calvinism, from 
which 1 have more to fear concerning you, than 
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from all other snares put together,— errors the 
most gross and unscriptural of any in the world. 

*'*' I understand there is a celebrated Preacher 
in town who lectures on the understanding, and 
makes it plain to his curious hearers, that none 
are religious but those who haye round heads. 
The Royalist party in Cromwell's time would 
easily belieye that the Round-heads were rebek ; 
but I hope none in our day will be so simple as 
to believe that the round heads are elect, and the 
flat reprobate. We do not blame a watch or 
clock if it do not go well, but only the maker. 
If man is so formed in head or heart that he can- 
not receive grace, it is by no means his own &ult. 
This were to make a Being of infinite mercy and 
love the author of all the sin which devils and 
men ever committed. I could as readily believe 
there is no God. 

'^ Of what use is this doctrine ? It is contrary 
to the Bible, which affirms that God has no plea- 
sure in the death of a sinner ; that He is rich in 
mercy to all that call upon Him ; that He is no 
respecter of persons, but that in every nation he 
that feareth Him and worketh righteousness is 
accepted of Him. Whom shall I believe, man 
or God ? If the Preacher is to be believed, the 
structure of the head, and not the perverseness 
of the will, is the cause of damnation. O how 
many schemes does hell invent to deceive and 
destroy souls ! 

'^ Why does he not declare himself at once, 
and say, with a certain Catechism, * God, for His 
own glory, fore-ordains whatsoever comes to pass,' 
and thus candidly lay the blame of all the sin 
ever committed on God ? for when He ordainsy 
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men and devils must obey : but he goes more 
slyly to work, although it amounts to just the 
same, namely, that man is clear, and God is 
guilty. 

^ I hope Miss perceives the gilded bait. 

Our generation are most unfortunate : they have 
light, and yet walk in darkness ; a touchstone in 
possession, and yet receive little else but counter- 
feits. Most, even of the professing church, dwell 
on the surface, and but few explore the depths, 
of vital godliness. How can the people of God 
spend guineas to gratify curiosity, while the poor 
are starving, or are strangers to a comfortal^le 
meal? Should you be presented with a ticket, 
I beg you will not countenance it with your pre- 
sence. My prayer to God is, that you may be 
preserved ^ blameless to the coming uf our Lord 
Jesus Christ/ With the greatest respect, 
^* I remain . 

" Your devoted servant, 

" J. F." 

Faithful, fearless, and oflten very successful, 
were the aggressions he made upon the evils which 
he perceived, or thought he perceived, in the 
members of the congregation and society with 
whom he worshipped. He was a determined 
enemy to the practice of sleeping under the 
preaching of the Gospel, — a practice which can- 
not be too severely censured. If, indeed, it be 
impossible for individuals to conquer this dispo- 
sition, they should assuredly remain at home, 
rather than come to the house of God to receive 
no good, and to do injury to others by their exam- 
ple. But the assertion, that they '* cannot help it," 
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may well be doubted in most, if not in all, cases. 
Would they go to sleep in the same place under the 
reading and exposition of a will, in which they 
had reason to belieye they were largely interested ? 
Would they find much difficulty in keeping awake 
the whole of the time in such case, in order to 
hear how much was left to them ? Mr. Field thus 
admonishes persons by letter : ^' Was there ever 
such an inconsistency seen in a heathen tem- 
ple ? ' He who sleeps,' says one, * in a place 
of worship, is as though he had been brought in a 
corpse, and as if the Preacher were deliyering his 
funer^ sermon/ Habitual sleepers are public 
nuisances, and should be whipped out of religious 
assemblies, to which they are a disgrace. How 
much greater the disrespect to God than eyen to 
men!" Again: ^'What means this drowsiness 
under the word, which I haye more than once 
observed ? I was exceedingly pained on Thurs- 
day eyening to see my dear R- so oyercome 

with sleep, while all before me were awake. I 
know the common excuse for this is, ' It is my 
infirmity; I cannot help it.' This may appear 
plausible, but it will not bear inspection : people 
lay themselyes under a kind of necessity to sleep, 
by indulging the flesh. If you dine late, eat 
sparingly; and drink neither punch nor grog 
after dinner. In health this is a needless luxury. 
If I know that such self-indulgence will render me 
heayy, stupid, or unfit to hear the word of God 
to good purpose, I am as criminal in His sight by 
yielding to it, as if I had wilfully sinned in other 
respects." 

These yiews he urged, as occasion required, in 
personal conyersations : 
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^* 11th.— ^I called on a fiiend, and sat down in 
his crowded shop. When he had time to speak, 
he said, ^Sir, this is a had place fbr spiritual 
reflection.' ^I came here,' I replied, *to see 
if you were asleep.' * Who could sleep here ? ' 
* Why, do you never sleep in your shop ?' ' No, 
Sir.' ^ You are often asleep then in the chapel. 
There is not a man in the congregation who annoys 
me so much as you. It is dangerous to sleep 
when the candle of the hlessed Gospel is huming. 
Now I clearly perceive what keeps you from the 
consolations of religion : this world weighs more 
heavily with you than the world to come.' 'I 
cannot help it : I am ashamed of my conduct.' 
^ Do not tell me you cannot help it : you can and 
roust help it, or perish. Reflect on eternal 
things till your heart is affected. Cry to God 
in prayer for the influence of the Holy Spirit 
to show you your real condition. You wiH 
never get the comforts of religion until you deny 
yourself.* 

^ I2th. — Amazing ! the same man was asleep in 
the chapel to-day, under one of the most power- 
ful sermons I ever heard 1* 

To unbeliefs in those who had heen freely 
justified, he gives no quarter : — 

**My dear Sister, — ^You say, after all the 
Lord has done for you, yet you feel a propensity 
to douht. Allow me to ask you. Why ? Is there 
any ground for unbelief in the word and oath 
of God, or in the mediation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ? Has He not made to you thousands 
of promises, all of which, like Himself, are un- 
changeable ? Has He not forgiven you the whole 
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debt because you had nothing to pay, and granted 
you the witness of His Holy Spirit in your heart, 
to assure you that you are His child, and as an 
earnest that you shall reign with Him in glory, 
world without end ? 

*' But you will say, ' All is certain on Hia 

part, the failure is on mine.' My dear E -, 

this is only begging the question. You have as 
good reason to beliere as any one I know. Not- 
withstanding you have the truth of grace, there is 
a grand flaw in your experience. God intends 
we should haye two heavens, — one here, as well 
as hereafter: you have not the former, because 
you are still subject to bondage occasioned by 
unbelief, by looking too much at defective self, 
and too little at Jesus. God knew all your sins 
and infirmities before you were bom. Did He 
withhold His grace on that account ? And when 
He bears with you, should you not bear with 
yourself? The cleansing application of the 
Saviours blood, resulting in the perfect surrender 
of your heart to Him, would cure this disease, and 
nothing else will. Mind not yourself farther 
than to see and feel you are all unclean. Come 
to Him just as you are. As Fletcher says, * He 
will receive you with a mountain of sin ; and the 
smallest particle of faith in the dust at His feet 
will remove it.' 

"Why should you be discouraged? Perhaps 
you do not believe God will use you as an instru- 
ment ; and according to your unbelief it is unto 
YOU. This was the case with me for many years ; 
but I found my usefulness depended more on my 
faith, than on my holiness. Now I work in 
faith, and have plenty of fruit. I beg you will 
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read, with prayer, Mrs. Bogers's Journal, Letters, 
and Funeral Sermon by Dr. Coke." 

On the subject of unequal marriages he felt 
and wrote strongly, and jet scripturally. From 
Chatham, where he was invalided on his return 
from Corunna, he thus counsels his sons :^ 

^^ I would hare you be exceedingly cautious 
how you enter into correspondence, by letter, 
with young women, even on religious matters. 
And I charge you never to enter into any inti- 
mate acquaintance with females, until you are 
sure it is the will of God you should change your 
condition in life. Your own heart must be right 
with God, that you may know His will. You 
must first be married to Jesus, or do as the world 
does, — choose for yourself. Those who submit 
to His law and choice may expect this gift of 
God,— a good wife. Beware of suffering your 
affections to be placed, before you make it matter 
of earnest prayer, and are assured you have the 
divine approbation. Many lose themselves here : 
they are entangled before they are aware, and 
begin to pray, perhaps, when it is too late. A.8 
I can write nothing so good, I send you the reso- 
lutions of Bishop Beveridge in relation to mar- 
riage, composed when he was young : — 

^^ ^ Though it be not necessary I should many, 
yet it may be proper. I would observe the fol- 
lowing rules, in case I should : — I shall endeavour 
to make choice of such a woman for my spouse, 
as hath made choice of Christ for her Spouse; 
that none may be one flesh with me, who is not 
one spirit with the Lord; for I look upon the 
image of Christ as the best mark of beauty I can 
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behold in her, and the grace of God the best por- 
tion I can receive with her : this is the dowry 
that suits a gracious heart ; these the qualifica- 
tions that wise men cannot but be enamoured 
with. My heart trembles at the thought of ever 
having a wife without them. What ! shall I be 
wedded to one that is wedded to her sins? or 
have possession of her body, when the devil has- 
possession of her soul? Shall one be united to 
me here, who shall be separated from me here- 
after, and scorch in eternal burning? No, I will 
beg of God to direct me in the ehoice of a wife ;; 
that she who shall converse, live, and pray with 
me here, may be entitled to sing and rejoice witb 
me in heaven to all eternity. That tlus may be- 
my felicity, I firmly resolve never to set upon 
such a design before I have solicited the throne* 
of grace, and heartily begged of my heavenly^ 
Father to honour me with the partnership of one- 
of His dear children ; and shall never suffer my 
affections to be placed on any woman for a wife», 
till I am thoroughly persuaded of the ground I 
have for loving her as a true Christian. If I am 
blessed with a wife of these endowments, it would 
be impossible for me not to be hearty and sincere 
in my affection towards her: for how could I 
choose but love her who loves God, who has Him- 
for her Father, Christ for her Brother, the church 
for her mother, and heaven for her portion?^ 
especially when I consider that thus to love her 
will be not only my duty, but my happiness also. 
And as love is the great duty, so it is the great 
happiness, of the married state : I do not mean 
hers, but my own love; for if I have not that 
cordial esteem and affection for her, what happi- 
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ness will it be to me to be beloyed by her ? If I 
should many for riches, my love and happiness 
may take wings, and flee away with them ; if for 
beauty, I shall love no longer than it continues, 
which is only till age and sickness blast it, — and 
then farewell both duty and delight. If this, 
then, be my lot, to have mutual expressions 
of love from the person I have fixed my affec* 
tions upon, — what joy and comfort will it raise 
in my heart ! with what peace and amity shall 
we lire together here, and what glory and feli- 
city may we promise ourselves hereafter in 
heayen ! * 

^^ These, my dear children, are the resolutions 
of that learned and holy man. If you begin 
early to serve the Lord, like him, all will be well. 
I was surprised to find his sentiments so exactly 
my own. I hope you will now adopt them as 
yours." 

An instance of his success in the prayerful 
enforcement of these convictions is related in 
his journal :— 

'* Feb. 26th, 1848. — Three weeks since, a per- 
son of sense, and I hope of piety, called on me, 
and said, she did not come to ask advice, as her 
mind was made up. She just came to inform 
me, that before I saw her again, she would have 
changed her name, and to request an interest in 
my prayers. We went to prayer ; but not as she 
expected. I besought the Father of mercies, that 
if this were not the person appointed of Him for 
her, he might never get her hand ; that if the 
match were not made in heaven, it might never 
take place on earth. We parted ; and the mar- 
riage, that was surely to be celebrated the 

p 2 
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"week following, is broken off. Praised be the 
Lord! it was He did it. O the blunders that 
religious people make here ! Satan hates to hare 
matches made in heaven ; and God hates to have 
them made on earth, by men, women, and devils. 
As she asked no advice, I gave none; but my 
Lord helped me. Blessed be His name, she hais 
escaped ! ** 

He was an avowed enemy to those amusements 
which proved detrimental to spirituality, and 
injurious to morals. Card-playing was one of 
these. It is a generally-received tradition, that 
cards were first invented for the amusement of 
Charles YI. of France, who was an idiot. In an 
account-book of his Superintendent of Finance, 
there is an entry of fifty-six Paris sotis paid to a 
certain painter, for three packs of cards, gilded 
and coloured, to be presented to the King, for 
his diversion during the intervals of his unfortu- 
nate malady ;* a fact suggestive of the reflection, 
that persons of sane mind and devout heart will 
never be found so foolishly employed. 

" Mr. Dodd, a godly Minister," writes Mr. 
Field to his son John, ^' being greatly solicited to 
play at cards, arose, and uncovered his head. 
The company asked what he intended. ^ To ask 
God's blessing/ he replied. * O,* they said, * we 
never ask blessings on such occasions.' ' Then,' 
he rejoined, ^ I never engage in anything upon 
which I cannot ask the blessing of God.' A lady 
who heard Mr. Romaine preach, was mightily 
pleased, and told him, she could comply with his 
doctrine, and give up every thing but one. * And 
what is that. Madam?' 'Cards, Sir.' * You 
* London Encydopiedia, art. Cardi, 
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tMuk you cannot be happy without them V ' No, 
Sir, I could not.' ^ Then, Madam, they are your 
god: they must save you/ This honest reply 
issued in her conversion. I hope neither of my 
sons will ever be persuaded to handle those evil 
things. I had the temptation in my father s house, 
where it was a common practice ; but I used to 
feel so disgusted, that I went out of the way. I 
liated cards, though I had none to tell me the 
evil of them. I never played one game in my 
life. Glory be to Gud, this was also of His 
grace!** 

Equally determined was he in his hostility to 
modern dancing, as appears from the following 
letter : — 

" Miss D ^ — I have often considered, but 

have never been able to discover, why it is that 
you have remained so long without pardon and 
peace. When in your company, you seemed to 
me to have all the marks of a true penitent ; and 
I fondly hoped you must experience the love of 
God immediately. Then would I long to see 
you again, that I might hear the joyful news ; 
but, to my great mortification, it was just the 
same story. Well, I knew there must he some 
cause for this; either sin secretly loved, prac- 
tised, and unrepented of, — or wilful unbelief; 
but which I could not find. 

" Lately I was informed that you attend balls. 
At first I could not believe it, and argued warmly 
to the reverse ; but, within these few days, I have 
had demonstrative proof that it is the case. 1 
now no longer wonder that you do not experience 
the comforts of religion. While you act thus, 

p 3 
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joxL cannot obtain the Spirit of adoption; nor 
could you retain it if you had it. 

*^ You i/vill perhaps say, ^ Is not dancing men- 
tioned in Scripture as having been practised by 
pious characters V I answer, It is : Miriam and 
the women of Israel danced after their safe pas- 
sage through the Red Sea, where their pursuers 
were drowned : David danced before the ark. 
(2 Sam. vi. 14.) But this dancing was an act 
of divine worship in Israel. Can you say it is so 
in Ireland ? In the New Testament we read 
of another kind of dancing : the daughter of 
Herodias danced the head off the pious Baptist. 
My opinion is, that modem dancing is sinful. 
It cannot be done in faith that it is in accordance 
with the will of God; and whatsoever is not 
of faith, is sin. If you had but one hour to live, 
you would not like to spend it in dancing. It is 
injurious to the health both of body and soul : it 
dissipates the mind, and unfits it for religious 
worship or serious reflection : it connects the 
person engaged in it with godless company. 

Miss D , you know you cannot serve two 

masters; you cannot imite Christ and Belial. 
She that liveth in pleasure, is dead while she 
liveth. What can the world do for you? Its 
friendship is enmity with God. Jesus says to 
His disciples, ' Ye are not of the world. I have 
chosen you out of the world.' Better be despised, 
and counted the filth and off:»couring of all things, 
than be the idol of creation, and at last shut out 
from the marriage-supper of the Lamb. O, for 
the Lord's sake, stop and consider the necessity 
of repentance towards God, and of fmth in oar 
Lord Jesus Christ ; of rejecting all invitations to 
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balls, and accepting your Lords invitation to 
heaven !" 

Education for the ball-room is education for 
the world, not for the church on earth ; and, con- 
sequently, not for the church above. The follj, 
the guilt, of such education ordinarily is that 
of the parents, who have their reward in the dis- 
relish of their children for holy enjoyments; in 
their preference of the form to the power of god- 
liness ; and of the company of sensualists and 
lovers of pleasure, to that of the spiritually excel- 
lent, in whom is all God's delight. But the con- 
duct of such parents will be brought into judg- 
ment, and weighed in the balances, on the great * 
and terrible day of the Lord. 

Dreading every approach to worldly conformity 
among the Methodists, Mr. Field faithfully warned 
all whom he saw in danger against the insidious 
evil, — well knowing that the power of the com- 
munity to bless the world, as an instrument, is 
its purity. Hence such earnest exhortations as 
those referred to in the last entry in his journal 
to break off from all associations leading to such 
conformity : " About eight years since, the word 
of God reached the heart of a lady in easy cir- 
cumstances. Several of her sons and daughters 
in mature life were brought to God at the same 
time. She and her daughters met in class with 
me. I could not complain of any thing but one : 
she would not give up the company of the world : 
not that she loved it; but she was afraid of 
reproach. I told her faithfully what I feared 
would be the consequences. One son and two 
daughters, in the space of two years, sickened 
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and died." Was not this intended as a merciful 
chastisement from the hand of Him who cautions 
His people against ^^ friendship" and '^ fellow- 
ship " with the world? '^ Her friends and 
acquaintances at once persuaded her that this was 
a punishment for her joining the Methodists. 
In vain did I reason with her, saying, *• You 
haye infinite cause of joy and thankfulness that 
jour children all died in the Lord. So gross an 
absurdity I never heard advanced, as that God 
would take away our children to punish us for 
giving Him our hearts.' She would not hear, bat 
went on mourning till she lost all comfort. May 
Jesus come and heal her, for His name's sake !" 

His judgment was clear as to the impropriety 
of attending places of worldly amusement : simply 
because the doctrines, precepts, and prohibitions 
of holy Scripture, the Rules of the Society, 
and the baneful tendency of those amusements, 
left no room for doubt in his mind as to such 
impropriety : — 

^^ I was greatly annoyed last week to find that 
many of our people, and some who meet with 
me, had gone to a show of horse-riding. I took 
occasion to read the Rules of Society to my two 
Sunday classes, and shall to the Tuesday and 
Thursday classes also. Mr. Wesley observes, 
^ The people say we are no better than the world ; 
but although this is not true, yet it is nearer the 
truth than we are willing to admit.' 

'^23d. — Tiiis day I read the Rules, and ex- 
plained them, chiefly on account of a showman 
who has come to town, and is leading some of 
our members astray. I dwelt chiefly on the one 
forbidding ' such diversions as cannot be used in 
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the name of the Lord Jesus.' ^ These Rules are 
founded on the word of God. You do not 
question this. You profess to be Methodists, 
and are bound to keep them. If you do not, 
you are not Methodists. If unwilling that your 
conduct should be tested by these Rules, let us 
see what the word of God says on the subject. 
Is it not written. She that liveth in pleasure is 
dead tvhile she liveth^ Is it not for pleasure 
you go to Batty's horse-race? While alive to 
this, you are dead to God, and all things spiritual 
and dirine. Have you not read that all you do 
should be to the glory of God, and that whatso- 
eyer is not of faith is sin ? Can you go to this 
show in iaith that it is the very act God would 
have you do, — the act by which you can most 
immediately glorify His holy name? If not, 
you go there in unbelief and sin. Are you not 
told. He thai sarvelh to the flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption f To say this is sowing to the 
Spirit would be blasphemy. Are you not admo- 
nished. Be not conformed to this world ? Now 
is not going to shows conformity to the world ? 
What can the world do mores O yes^ you 
say; they can go to the play. Well, I admit 
this b worse ; the language, the dress, the scenes, 
may be of a more contaminating character. But 
is not the top step of the stairs a step as well as 
the lowest one ? They are flesh-pleasing assem- 
blies; and tickets for the infernal pit are to be 
had at all such places. Could you go to prayer, 
and beg of the Lord to sanctify that show to 
your edification and His glory ? Would you be 
willing to die there? If not, you are on the 
enemy's ground, and liable to be taken captive by 
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him at his will. Had the pilgrims not Jeft the 
King's high-way, and gone over the stile into 
By-path Meadow, they had not heen seized and 
imprisoned by Giant Despair. Do yon think it 
will afford you any comfort on a sick-bed to 
reflect that you squandered away your precious 
blood-bought time in this manner ? Do you not 
care whether you set a good or bad example to 
your generation ? Could you not employ your 
money to better purpose ? This is a talent, and you 
must account for the use to which you have put 
every penny sooner than you are aware. Would 
the Lord Jesus have gone to this show ? and has 
He not left us an example that we should follow 
His steps ? Will the Holy Spirit bear you com- 
pany to such places of dissipation ? And if any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
His. The more we are influenced and guided by 
Him, the farther we shall be removed from sen- 
sual delights. The Lord help us to give diligence, 
that we may make our calling and election sure ! ' " 
Parents are often exceedingly blameworthy here 
also, when they facilitate and encourage the 
attendance of their children at places of the 
kind. Job's description of the natural and ine- 
vitable result of such training, as numerous and 
melancholy examples prove, is awfully admoni- 
tory : '^ They send fortn their little ones like a 
flock, and their children dance. They take the 
timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the sound of 
the organ. They spend their days in mirth^* 
(margin,) *'and in a moment go down to the 
grave. Therefore they say unto God^ Depart 
from us; for we desire not the knowledge of 
Thy ways, ' (Job xxi. 11 — 14.) 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Whoever lives under the habitual influence of those 
tempers which qualify us for heaven, derives from his 
view of the heavenly world the purest serenity and 
delight. In the midst of the severest disappoint- 
ments of human life, secret consolations spring up in 
his mind which sometimes swell into rapture, disarm 
the world of its terrors, and afford him a foretaste of 
unutterable bliss. In vain will ye look elsewhere for 
true magnanimity and moral grandeur. It is religion 
alone which both animates and softens the heart, 
cherishes sensibility, instils fortitude, and enables us 
to triumph without extravagance, and to suffer without 
dejection. — Robert Hall, 

An Apostle affirms, ^^ This is the yictory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith ;" and he 
intimates that none achieve such victory but 
those who believe '^that Jesus is the Son of 
God." (1 John v. 4, 5.) All beside, according 
to him, are worldly in their spirit, their prin- 
ciples, aims, and proceedings. True, an unbeliever, 
should his secular interests require it, may gain 
the ascendancy over some one gay, pro^e, or 
dissolute propensity; but meanwhile the world, 
in other forms, reigns supreme in his heart. He 
lives for the present life. This world he esteems 
and prefers as his continuing city, his rest, his 
abiding home. 

The Christian is victorious, not partially, but 
completely, t)ver the world. His " conversation," 
his citizenship, as the word signifies, is in heaven. 
He passes through things temporal, as on pil- 
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grimage to a better country, resolved to secure 
the things eternal, — the pure and enduring riches, 

Pleasures, and immunities of the city which 
ath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is 
God. 

And his yictorj is present, is continuous — ^not 
merely future or distant : " This is the yictory." 
It is also the direct, immediate, and necessary 
result of his faith. So much is this the case, that 
it is said, — ^not that his faitli is the means or 
instrument of his victory, — ^not that it will bring 
or secure the victory to him, — but that his faith 
is iiself the victory. Living, operative faith, and 
victory over the world, are, in the mind of the 
Apostle John, identical. 

Nor is the fully-sanctified believer victorious 
only over one of his spiritual adversaries: Satan is 
bruised under his feet ; self-will — the carnal mind 
— ^is eradicated ; and death itself, the last enemy, 
destroyed. Thus does he ^' always" and univer- 
sally ** triumph in Christ." 

Many refreshing exemplifications of these truths 
are furnished in the Christian experience and 
deportment of Mr. Field. 

He fvas more than conqueror over conformity to 
the world, — " I was decoyed into a large party, by 
some of the persons being named. These, with a 
few others, were to compose the whole; but, to 
my surprise, thirty-two assembled. As all but 
one were Methodists, so called, I endeavoured to 
improve the time by substantial conversation. It 
was like rolling a stone up a hill. I am gi?en to 
understand, if they are disposed to hear sermons 
or lectures, they can go to church or preaching ; 
but when they meet in a social way, it is to eat, 
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drink, and talk freely. I said that was just what 
they did in Noah's days, till the flood came and 
destroyed them all ; just what they did in the 
days of Lot, till fire and brimstone descended and 
consumed the cities of the plain ; just what the 
Jews did in the absence of Moses, haying pre- 
vailed with Aaron to make them a golden calf to 
worship : they ate, and drank, and rose up to play, 
until the wrath came upon them to the uttermost. 

" Merciful Lord, what are we about ? Are tve 
to descend to the world ? Is it not written, ' Let 
your speech be alway with grace seasoned with 
salt,' *• to the use of edifying, that it may minister 
grace to the hearers V and again, that ' by our 
words we shall be justified' or ^ condemned ?' And 
am I to spend the few moments I can command 
in idle, frothy chit-chat ; to tell or to hear some 
new thing ? If this is not living after the flesh, I 
am mistaken. Religious conversation has an 
important place among the means of grace; as 
objections may be stated and questions asked, 
not proper for a public place of worship. If I 
go into company, and am silent, I come away 
with a guilty conscience. If I set the Lord 
before me, and speak to His glory and to edifica- 
tion, it does not suit the taste of at least a part 
of the company. Then this I purpose: I will 
stay at home, except where I can retain a clear 
conscience. I have no time to lose. Books, 
meditation, and prayer, will do me no harm. 
Lord, help mel" 

Instances^ such as are of rare occurrence^ 
prove that he had the victory over worldly 
ambition, — '-*' In the morning, I found my mind 
burdened, and could not account for it. At noon 
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I was sent for, and ordered to act as Sergeant- 
Major. This greatlj astonished me, as there 
were others superior in rank and ability who 
should haye been appointed before me. I went 
to my commanding officer, told him my inca- 
pacity, and begged he would appoint another in 
my place. He said I was ' a very candid man, 
but should do the duty until fiirther orders.' O 
the anxiety it caused me, that I who had not 
learned to obey should be required to order and 
goyem ! St. Augustine received his appointment 
to a bishopric as a mark of Heaven's displeasure. 
I am not fit to command." Subsequently he 
writes : " The giving up of the station (of acting 
Sergeant-Major) cost me no tears, although it 
cost me some when I was obliged to accept of it. 
I am now in charge of the regimental hospitaL 
This came in the order of Providence, as the last 
gift of my greatest earthly benefactor. Colonel 
Howorth, who thought it would be more for my 
ease and advantage, as my health is so delicate." 

At one time his benefactor, who thus evinced 
the high esteem in which he held Sergeant Field, 
would have procured him a commission. This 
he firmly declined. And when the good Colonel 
was deservedly raised to the rank of General, he 
again sent for him, and pressed his acceptance 
of it ; but he again decidedly refused the honour ; 
saying, that '^ the grace that kept Sergeant Field 
would not keep a commissioned officer ; that the 
atmosphere of the mess-room was unfavourahle 
to piety ; and that he should, in that case, lose the 
sphere of usefulness which he then filled." These 
considerations so satisfied the General, that he 
• mentioned promotion to him no more. Mr. 
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Field's own laconic account of one of these 
interviews is worthy of permanent record: — 
^' Colonel Ho worth, my commanding officer, kind 
as a father, was in favour with the Royal Family, 
and eyery commission he wrote ror he got 
freely. Informing me one day, that he thought 
me worthy to rank ahore a non-commissioned 
officer, and would raise me higher, I utterly 
refused. I saw that all, so far as I knew, who 
got commissions from the rank of privates, or that 
of non-commissioned officers, if they had any 
religion, lost the life of God out of their souls. 
However J may be blamed, I have not yet 
repented, nor, I am sure, shall I ever repent, that 
refusal. O the evil of earthly, and the wisdom 
of heavenly, ambition ! " 

He had the mastery over covetousnesSy or the 
inordinate love of money. — On one occasion he 
said to his wife, *'*' Now the pension is so much, 
and the salary is so much: such a proportion 
of our income* (naming it) ^^ will be sufficient for 
our support. I propose that all the rest be given 
away." His proposal met with her approbation, 
and was immediately acted on. This was in 
accordance with the teaching and practice of Mr. 
Wesley, and (what he regarded as &r higher 
sanction) in agreement with the will of God. 
Were not *^ covetousness the sin of the church," 
the amount of property devoted to sustain and 
extend the Gospel would be regulated by the 
dictates of an enlightened conscience, and of a 
grateful heart, — ^a conscience and heart cheerfully 
disposed to meet the Divine claims, as expounded 
and urged in the precepts and examples of holy 
writ. 

q2 
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After he left the anny^ Mr. Field held a aitua- 
tion in Cork for twenty-six years, which he filled 
with the most exemplary fidelity. His time and 
talents, daring business hours, he considered the 
properhr of his employer ; and they were honestly 
devoted to his serrice. When, through increas- 
ing infirmities, he was unable to serve with the 
same activity as formerly, he requested and 
insisted that his salary might be reduced ; posi- 
tively refusmg to receive more than what he 
conceived a fair remuneration : and, not only so, 
but he voluntarily relinquished the situation 
altogether, so soon as he felt himself unequal 
to its legitimate duties. 

A few years before his death an occurrence 
took place in Cork by which many were deeply, 
and some irrecoverably, injured in their pecu- 
niary circumstances. The direct effect of the 
occurrence was to make some of the parties 
thus injured inmates of a lunatic asylum ; while 
it brought out more fully and impressively the 
feature of Mr. Field's character now under consi- 
deration. '' I have not been able," he observes, 
under date of October 10th, 1846, '^to write 
these several weeks ; my mind has been so dis- 
tressed, and my nerves so singularly shaken, by 
the numerous visits of friends and persons, from 
both city and country, respecting the late unfor- 
tunate affair. Since Cork first received its name, 
no man ever fell from so great a height of popu- 
larity to such a depth. Nor do I think religion 
ever got such a shock in this city. O what need 
we have to watch and pray ! The chaff is swiftly 
fiying from our Society, (xod grant none of the 
wheat may go with it ! Not one reason can be 
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assigned now for leaving the Society, that has not 
occurred in all generations/' True ; but a glance 
discovers the futility of such reasons. Had the 
defection of Ananias and Sapphira been followed 
bj the desertion of others from the church, on 
what ground could such desertion be justified? 
" We are commanded, ' Buy the truth, and sell it 
not.' If many of the professors in our day have 
found the truth, they have but a slender hold 
of it. Some persons tell me, if I were so deeply 
concerned as they are, I should not take it so 
easily ; but I can tell them, while they have been 
deprived of but a part of their property, I have 
lost all I had to pay my rent far life ; so that I 
may yet haye to apply for a room in the alms- 
house. This astonishes them; but it gives me 
not one uneasy thought. The Hand that supplied 
my wants all my long life, will not suffer me to 
want. Glory to His holy name! I can trust 
Him with my soul : why not with my body ? I 

would not speak one harsh word to ^ nor 

take any law proceedings, should I never get one 
penny of the property. I have never gone to 
law, although several have injured me : I am too 
old to begin now. This may be no rule for 
others. I bless the Lord I can truly say, it has 
done me good. It has tried my patience, and 
shown me more clearly the great necessity of 
leaning on God alone." 

Evil nature was subdued. ^^^^ I find my soul 
abundantly happy : glory to God ! In the course 
of the week 1 met with some unaccountable 
treatment from some of my brethren ; but it 
soon blew over. Those that offend must be 
particularly remembered by me at the throne 

Q 3 
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of grace. By this means I continue in lore and 
charity with all men." Would it haye been so, 
had he not taken this course? Had he not 
prayed for these offending brethren, would his 
soul hare been so ^^ abundantly happy ?" 

In him " high things " were " cast down," and 
self-exalting thoughts brought ''into subjection 
to the obedience of Christ." ** December 20th. — 
A memorable day. This day twenty-six years I 
suffered more hardship and distress, than ever I 
endured in one day in all my life, in the heart 
of Spain ; but the Lord brought me through all : 
blessed be His great name. If I had died that 
day, according to time I should have been twenty- 
six years in heaven ; I should have escaped much 
sin and sorrow, but should haye lost the oppor- 
tunity of doing something for my generation, — 
the latter being the most useful part of my life. 
The suffering is oyer; the sin pardoned, all 
washed away by the blood of Jesus ; and the 
good done, through an instrument in the hand of 
God, to the bodies and souls of my fellow-sinners, 
remains. May all the glory be the Lord's in 
time and eternity! I take no mere credit to 
myself, than I give to the pen with which I 
scribble these lines. O may the souls brought to 
God be steadfast and unmoyable, even unto 
death, for Jesus's sake ! " 

Patience had its perfect work. — "I find the 
pains most distressing, particularly in bed; still 
using means but to little purpose. O, if my, 
gracious Lord would grant me the full use of my 
limbs, that I mieht be able to visit from house to 
house, I would be thankful. There is great 
occasion for it in this large city. I ought to see 
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sixty families weekly, and am not able to see 
al>oye half that number. Lord, enable me to be 
fiilly resigned ! 16th. — Slept little last night, 
with pain ; but, thank God, this has been a good 
day. I pleaded, with a feeling heart and flowing 
tears, for the removal of my pains ; but the answer 
was, ' My grace is sufl5cient for thee.' Glory to 
God, I find it so ! 

^' Sept. 3d. — I have daily used the medicine 
ordered, but without any good effect. The will 
of the Lord be done ! O that I may praise Him 
for pain as well as for ease ! 10th. — After a 
night of pain and suffering, I fell asleep about 
five o'clock. I cannot express my feelings when 
I awoke. O the love, the heaven which over- 
flowed my soul, while the tears streamed from my 
eyes ! But, in all the flood of praise and prayer, 
I perceived I had not one petition for the removal 
of my pains. Does not this appear as if they 
were never to be removed ? Whatever is, is best." 

So completely had he conquered his own spirit, 
— and ^^he that is slow to anger is better than 
the mighty;" while "he that ruleth his own 
spirit is better than he that taketh a city," (Prov. 
xvi. 32,) — ^that, one of his correspondents won- 
dering at his freedom &om resentment, he replies, 
in all humility : " You may think it strange, that 
I have no spirit, O, I have too much of the 
spirit of the man and of the old soldier, and too 
little of the spirit of Christ." 

His victory over the fear of death was decisive. 
— "My soul gets farther from this world, and 
nearer to that which is to come. 

' My eyes are shut on all bdow, 
And open on the world above.* 
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I am increasinglj happj. I hare proved my 
gramous Lord so often, that I cannot doubt. I 
rejoice in hope of His glorj. 

** I am still on the did side of Jordan, waiting 
for orders to pass over. Maj the good Lord 
grant jou and me a fine day, a clear skj, and 
the happy privilege of going over dry-shod, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord ! 

*' Looking this day at a dying bed, the grave, 
and the judgment-bar, I found liberty and com- 
fort. Imagining myself at the last hour, I endea- 
voured to bring health, life, worldly goods, wife, 
children, friends, and sdl courting my stay here, 
around. I think I am willing to part with all. 
Here everything is transient: there all is per- 
fect and lasting. What is death but a kind 
messenger to open the door of the eternal world ? 
What is the grave but returning to the dust out 
of which I was taken ? When He that formed 
the heavens and earth condescended to embalm 
the grave with His glorious presence, and hath 
left such sweetness behind that thousands of His 
followers have longed to lay their bodies there, 
why should not I be willing also? What are 
wife and children? I could not help them 
temporally or spiritually without His assistance, 
and shall He not provide for them without me ? 
Yea, it may be for their good should the Lord 
call me shortly. As to judgment, St. Augustine 
says, ^The safest state to die in, is a state of 
penitence/ I believe there is no other safe 
state in which to live or die. I believe that 
Jesus not only atoned for my sin, but that He 
cleanses my soul from all unrighteousness. Why 
should I fear to die ? The Judge is my friend, 
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my brother; bone of my bone, flesh of my 
flesh: 

< Jesus, Thy blood and righteoosness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress : 
'Midst flaming worlds, in these array *d, 
With joy shaU 1 lift up my head.' " 

A few months before his death he writes: 
**'My flesh is gone. Until my eighty-first year 
my yeins did not appear : now they are risible 
over the whole body ; and the shriyelled skin is 
the colour of the clay. My sight is failing 
swiftly, and my whole frame rocking on the 
brink of the graye : but, glory be to God, this 
creates no alarm. I can trust Him, and that 
drowns all fear. They that trust in the Lord 
shall neyer be confounded. The Apostle says, *• A 
crown of righteousness shall be given to all them 
that love His appearing.' And sure I am that I 
do ; for my heart was never so much in heaven, 
and fixed on things divine, as of late. The more 
light I get into the character and disposition 
of God toward His creatures, my confidence in 
Him, and love to Him, increase proportion- 
ably. O, 

< If all the world my Jesus knewy 
Sure all the world would love Him too ! '" 

Thus did he ^ derive from his view of the hea- 
Tenly world the purest serenity and delight." 
Not only in his last year, but habitually through- 
out his whole life of eminent spirituality, he 
thought and felt with the poet : 

*' My soul ! henceforth in sweetest union join 
The two supports of human happiness, 
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Which some erroneous think can never meet, — 
True taste of life, and constant thought of death : 
The thought of death, sole victor of its dread ! 
Hope he thy joy, and probity thy skill ; 
Thy Patron He, whose diadem has dropped 
Yon gems of heaven ; eternity thy prize : 
And leave the racers of the world their own, 
Their feather and their froth, for endless toils : 
They part with all for that which is not bread ; 
They mortify, they starve, on wealth, fame, power ; 
And laugh to scorn the fools that aim at more.' 



f* 



Now that his race of duty and of usefulness 
tvas ruHy he no longer cared to lire; but fer- 
vently^ yet submissively^ desired to depart^ and be 
with Christy which is far better. — Anxious, as 
his end drew near, to write an Adieu to Earth 
and Time, he was unable to execute the task to 
Lis satisfaction through infirmity, and the increas- 
ing demands made upon him bj his correspond- 
ents. The plan and leading thoughts, howcYer, 
will serve to indicate what, in other circum- 
stances he might have recorded. With clear and 
berene mind, Lis hand weak and trembling under 
the pressure of more than fourscore years, he 
wrote the following 

"farewell to all below. 

^^Our first parents were not, perhaps, long 
created, when Satan visited them, and wrought 
their downfal. He has never been inattentive 
to one of their sons or daughters from that 
to this, as we well know from both Scripture and 
experience : ' The Prince of the power of the air 
worketh in the' hearts of the * children of disobe- 
dience.' But he cannot cross over Jordan. Here 
I shall be delivered from my subtle enemy, who 
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wrought me millions of troubles, for ever. My 
God shall bruise Satan under mj feet shortly. 
Praise the Lord ! 

"Sin. — We were bom impure, and what a 
crop of actual transgressions has sprung from that 
detested root (natural corruption) ! O how it has 
marred our joys, spilled our comforts, blasted our 
hopes, and nearly destroyed our souls eternally ! 
Were it not for the mercy of God, who, when I 
had nothing to pay, forgave me the whole debt, 
cleansed me from all defilement in the blood 
of His dear Son, and made me meet for glory, 
I should have been thus destroyed. And now, 
through free, unmerited grace, I shall be for erer 
free from that abominable thing to which my 
nature was so much inclined, although so hateful 
to God, and ruinous to man. 

" Sorrow. — ^This world is truly termed a vale 
of tears. Man comes into it, marches through it, 
and goes out of it, weeping. There is a great 
difference, however, between the church and the 
world. The former is going from the momentary 
bitter to the endless sweet; the latter from the 
sweet to the bitter. O the difference, as great in 
qualitv as permanent in duration! 'Ye now 
thererore have sorrow: but I will see you 
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy 
no man taketh from you.' I have had my share 
of sorrow, to which I now bid farewell for 
ever. 

"Pain. — With bodily pain I have been inti- 
mately acquainted, especially these last fourteen 
years. I bless God for it : He has sanctified it, 
and made it medicinal to my soul. The mind 
sympathizes with the body; yet there are pains 
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of a spiritual nature, which may he said to he 
mental : — such are those the soul feels on account 
of sin, — ^national, congregational, fomilj, or per- 
sonal. No hodily pain can he compared to this. 
All the saints feel more or less of it, as the 
Psalmist : ^ The pains of hell gat hold upon me.' 
Pain for sin, adieu for ever ! 

^^SuFFERiNO IN GENERAL. — How great and 
numerous the ills occasioned hy the fall ! Who 
can witness the numhers of hlind, lame, decrepit, 
and destitute persons that daily meet our eye, 
without deep distress of mind ; especially when 
we feel how little we can do to lessen the woes 
that overspread our sinful world ? We are ready 
to cry out, *• O that man had nerer sinned i ' But 
when it comes home to our own families, (how 
did good John Bunyan feel for his hlind daugh- 
ter !) then it is a source of daily affliction. How 
much easier it is to suffer ourselves, than to see 
our friends su£Perl Still we would not wish to 
he devoid of sympathy. No one ever possessed 
it in so high a degree as our Lord ; and who would 
not desire to he like Him ? I formerly wished to 
he a man of tears. Now I am afraid to weep, 
lest I should go hlind. My weeping will soon 
come to a perpetual end. 

^^ DiSAPPOiNTBfENTs. — My literal disappoint- 
ments have been numerous; hut my blighted 
hopes respecting those who bade fair for heaven, 
-—who ran well for a season, but were hindered, 
—have often deeply oppressed me. 

«* Wicked world. — As it was with Lot in 
Sodom, so it is with all the people of God in this 
world : their souls are daily vexed with the filthy 
conversation and conduct of sinners. But now I 
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go to where the wicked cease from troubling, and 
the weary are at rest. 

" Drowsy church. — Of all the crosses I had 
to bear, this was one of the heaviest, — to see per- 
sons sitting under the most powerful ministry, 
favoured for many years with the richest variety 
of means and ordinances, and yet never entering 
into the privilege, never fulfilling the duty, of 
giving Jesus their whole heart. Amazing that 
God bears with them ! 

" True pilgrims. — Since I first set my foot in 
the narrow way, I have counted you my chief 
earthly treasure ; and my greatest privilege, under 
God, to hold communion with you by letter and 
church-fellowship. I have loved and esteemed 
jou, just in proportion as I thought you possessed 
my Mastei^s mind, and reflected His image. 
Many, dear to me, have gone before ; and those I 
leave behind will soon arrive at home. O never 
change your Master till you meet a better I For 
a small moment, farewell ! 

" Error. — What havoc has error made in the 
world, the church, and in the human heart ! A 
few days since," (so vigorous was his Protestant- 
ism to the close,) " a man was ready to beat me, 
because I said he made the Virgin Mary a 
goddess ! 

"Contentions among brethren. — The fall 
has deranged the understanding and judgment 
of all Adam's sons. This is the principal cause 
of contentions among good men : they cannot see 
alike ; and no conscientious man can give up his 
opinion, until arguments sufficiently clear are 

Produced to convince him that he is wrong. This 
rmness is often construed into obstinacy, and is 

R 
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the occasion of much strife and uncbaritableness. 
Here we know in part ; in heaven we shall know 
even as also we are known. 

" Enemies and false friends. — ^The best of 
men hare had enemies, and have experienced the 
power of their malice. David felt it, even when 
he gave no cause. They who live after the flesh 
persecute those who are after the Spirit. May 
we never take other revenge than we should do 
at the throne of grace, crying, 'Father, forgive 
them, they know not what they do.' Pretended 
friends are worse than open foes. I have noi 
suffered greatly from these. Deceptions I have 
met with, in my journey through life ; but for- 
gave them all, and heartily prayed God to do the 
same, and never lay the sin to their charge. 

'^ Sleep. — As it has pleased the great all-wise 
Creator to attach a body of earth to our souls, 
and thereby to render sleep necessary to recruit 
and refresh the animal frame, to give a sufficient 
portion of time to sleep is a duty ; but all that 
exceeds this, flows in the channel of self-indul* 
gence, and must be sin. 'How long wilt thou 
sleep, O sluggard? When wilt thou arise out 
of thy sleep f Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, 
i little folding of the hands to sleep : so shall thy 
poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy 
nant as an armed man.' It is not merely literal, 
mt spiritual, poverty we have reason to dread 
/rom this cause. The foolish virgins, in all a^es, 
were in their beds when the wise were on their 
knees. Such fail to get oil in their vessels, and 
are shut out. I never knew a person prosper for 
either world, who was not an early riser. I have 
now nearly done with sleep for ever. 
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*^ Food and drink. — In general men are glut- 
tons, and that is one reason why there are so 
many stupid heads, diseased hodies, and soft, 
lean, sinful souls. Much more time is spent at 
table than is necessary. What precious hours 
are squandered in drinking, by those who have 
read the Scripture where drunkenness is de- 
nounced, as excluding from the kingdom of God 1 
O what havoc I haye seen made in the church, 
by what is called temperate drinking ! Some of 
the parties became shamefully intemperate : others 
made a religious profession to the end ; but there 
was no progress in grace, and no hope in their 
death. Awful ! 

*^The body. — Since our first parents sinned, 
the seeds of death have been sown in the body 
of man ; and this has made it a spiritual hinderance, 
instead of a help. In a state of nature nothing 
can yield it content, — ^it is still craving, and never 
satisfied* In a state of grace, there is great 
danger of transgressing, if not continually 
guarded ; and, although it is a good servant to 
the soul, yet a watchful eye must ever be kept 
upon it, or it will slide into carnal gratification 
again. 

^^ A 8TATE OF TRIAL. — It docs not sccm good 
to the Father of spirits, even after having re- 
deemed, pardoned, and sanctified His people, to 
dismiss them from time, and receive them to 
glory. He leaves them here to be tried, tempted, 
and proved, as we learn from holy Scripture. 
How fearful the responsibility of man ! At con- 
tinual war — for there is no discharge from this 
war — with the world, the flesh, and Satan ; he 
has no might nor power against this great multi- 

B 2 
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tade, but that which comes from ahore : if con- 
quered, he perishes ; If victorious, he reigns with 
Christ in glory everlasting. Shortly I bid an 
eternal farewell to a state of probation !" 

On the day before he was seized with his 
death-illness, addressing his class, he said, ^*I 
know not how it is with you, but latterly I have 
met you as for the last time. So I meet you to- 
day." The day following, Wednesday, Novem- 
ber 14th, 1849, he was struck with paralysis. 
One side was quite dead. He seemed to recog- 
nise no friend. Having still the use of his rea- 
son and the power of speech, one, seeing his lips 
move, and bending over him, gathered thus 
much : " Glorious hope, blessed hope ! Sweet, 
O very sweet! Life eternal!" To another, 
having briefly told his symptoms, he dwelt at 
some length, and with a most impassioned ear- 
nestness, on the dreadful delusion, the madness, 
of those who defer seeking God until brought 
into such circumstances. When congratulated 
on the grace which had made him to differ, he 
adored the divine mercy towards him; and, as 
if anxious to impress those around that all his 
salvation was of grace, he exclaimed, 

"I the chief of sinners am, 
But Jesus died for me." 

Soon after, his speech failed, and nearly a 
month of wearisome days and nights was ap- 
pointed to him, while his inability to speak 
greatly enhanced his sufferings. During those 
intervals in which he was able to articulate a 
little, he intimated that his mental conflicts were 
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great and peculiar. Once he said to his sister^ 
"You will never know what temptations I 
endure, till you enter eternity." He also re- 
quested that those engaged in prayer for him, 
snould ask that he might be endued with an 
increase of the grace of patience. During one 
of those conflicts he was heard to say, while 
encournging himself in the Lord, " What are 
the promises for?" And again : " It is principle 
now ;" implying that nothing but genuine faith 
and vital union with Christ, would stand the test 
of such a fiery hour. One night, in particular, 
he was more than ordinarily fervent and constant 
in prayer. He named several individuals; but 
his intercessions were chiefly for the church 
of God. In this final ordeal he never, for one 
moment, cast away his confidence. When he 
asked, '^ What are the promises for?" if able, he 
would, as usual, have replied, "but to be be- 
lieved." Knowing who had said, "They that 
trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which 
cannot be moved, but abideth for ever ;" and 
again, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee," — when the solemn parting hour came, he 
consoled his sorrowing friends with the brief but 
firm assurance, "I have strong trust! Thank 
God, He will never leave me !" Some of the 
latest words he was heard to utter were : — 

" 'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last." 

He was unable to repeat more of that verse, so 
suitable as the death-bed experience and con- 
fidence of James Field : — 

<' This, this is the God we adore, 

Our faithful, unchangeable Friend ; 
K 3 
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Whose love ifl as f^^reat as His power, 
And neither knows measure nor end. 

*Ti8 Jesus, the First and the Last, 

Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home ; 

We *11 praise Him for all that is past. 
And trust Him for all that's to come .' ** 

" Hl.'ssod," unutterably blessed, " are tbe dead 
wbo" thus " die in the Lord ; that they may rest 
from their labours ; and their works do follow 
tliem/' He entered into'> this rest on Sunday, 
December 9th, 1849, aged eighty-one years. The 
event, so extensively and deeply affecting, was 
improved by the Rev. F. P. Le Maitre, who 
preached to a large congregation, although the 
evening was the most severe of the season, on 
1 Thcss. iv. 13, 14 : " But I would not have you 
to be ignorant^ brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God biing with Him." 



CONCLUSION. 

The following testimony of the Cork Leaders' 
Meeting, of which Mr. Field hnd been so long a 
member, is alike honourable to him and creditable 
to them : — 

" Leadfrs* Room, Cork, 

''December 11/ A, 1849. 
"The meeting this evening was one of no 
ordinary kind. All present felt bereaved by the 
death of tlie venerable James Field, which event 
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took place on S-abbath last. Most of the business 
of the nipht had reference to necessary arrange- 
ments. It was resolved that a record of him be 
placed on our Minutes, as a memento, and a 
small tribute of respect for his superior worth. 
The annexed was accordingly entered by order 
of the meeting : — 

" Disqualified for continued active service 

in the army, he was honourably discharged, and 
returned to Cork on the 21st of September, 1809 : 
then commenced Qhere]] his labours for the Saviour 
and His church, which were continued with una- 
bated application and almost unequalled success, 
for a period oi forty years; proving that *hi8 
heart was full of good thoughts, his tongue of 
good words, and his life of good actions.' 

" As a man, he had peculiar excellencies, which 
endeared him to all who knew him. As a Chris- 
tian, he was 'without rebuke.* As a Class- 
Leader, he had no equal : at least, such is the 
conviction of those whose happy privilege it was 
to be directly under his care ; for they were the 
objects of his unceasing solicitude, as manifested 
by his friendly visits, faithful reproofs, loving 
counsels, and fervent prayers. 

" He was a Wesleyan Methodist in the truest 
sense ; for he loved as well as believed the doc- 
trines taught by Wesley, especially those by which 
Methodism is distinguished. He delighted to 
urge all believers to the attainment of ' perfect 
love,' the possession and exemplification of which 
was the secret of his own uniform character and 
success. 

"The esteem in which he was held by the 
Methodist Society of Cork, was evinced by the 



188 MEMOIRS OF 

number wlio attended his funeral, not only as 
apparent^ but as rea/, mourners ; for very many 
wept while they surrounded his grare, and saw 
the remains of him they so much respected and 
loved committed to the tomb." 

The Rev. Joseph W. M'Kay, who was stationed 
in Cork a short time before Mr. Field's death, 
thus writes concerning him :— 

" When I knew Mr. Field, he was an aged 
man ; his wife and children had gone the way 
of all the earth; and, obliged by growing in- 
firmities to withdraw from the engagements of 
business, he had retired on a small pension, which 
he had formerly earned in the serrice of his 
country, and which now afforded to himself and 
his sister, who lived with him, the means of 
support. But, even under these circumstances, 
retirement did not render him inactive, nor could 
it conceal his characteristic excellencies. He was 
still the Leader of three laige classes, over wbose 
interests he watched with exemplary diligence ; 
maintaining at the same time an extensive 
epistolary correspondence, and conversing daily 
with those — and they were not a few — who 
npaired to him for religious instruction and 
advice. 

^^ Mr. Field possessed natural gifts of no mean 
order. To an uncommon degree of mental vigour, 
and considerable power of imagination, he added 
great decision of purpose, and unwearied perse- 
verance ; so that, had he been equally favoured in 
his early training, it is probable he would have 
ranked amongst the distinguished spirits of the 
age. As it was, when his energies were called 
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forth by divine grace, and made subservient to 
the interests of religion, be soon became eminent 
in the most valuable of all attainments, — ^tbose 
of Christian piety and usefulness. For nothing 
was he more remarkable than for singleness of aim. 
"Wherever he was, however engaged, in whatever 
circumstances, the uniform language of his heart 
seemed to be, 'Lord, what wouldst Thou have 
me to do ?' And to have the reply to this ques- 
tion thoroughly exemplified in his experience and 
practice was tlie one business of his life. To this 
may be traced his ready apprehension and clear 
knowledge of revealed truth. In its light, things 
eternal appeared to him with ^ strong comm<inding 
evidence,' and he realised Gospel privileges and 
blessings with an assurance such as they alone 
enjoy who are willing to do tbe will of God. 
When Mr. Field saw his duty, he allowed no 
difficulty to deter him from its resolute per- 
formance ; and, as his obedience was prompt, his 
reliance on the divine word was unhesitating. 
He admitted no reasonings tbat would impugn 
the truthfulness of God ; but, ' fully persuaded 
that wbat He had promised He was able also to 
perform,' his faith laughed at impossibilities,' 
and made the promises his own. This was not 
with him the result of sudden or occasional im- 
pulse : it was the acting out of fixed, unvarying 
principle. Hence the evenness of strength, and 
calmness of fervour, which pervaded all his reli- 
gious intercourse, whether with God or men. 
When directing the anxious inquirer to the 
Cross, or urging tbe believer to go on to perfec- 
tion, the force of his exhortations appeared, not 
so much in the animation or earnestness of his 
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manner, as in the clear assured confidence with 
which he spake what he knew, and testified that 
which he had himself experienced. And if some 
peculiar influence attended his addresses to the 
throne of grace, it was not that his Toice became 
tremulous with emotion, or full with excitement ; 
his tone was subdued and solemn, as though he 
were conscious of having entered the holy of 
holies ; while his liberty of speech evinced un- 
hindered access to the mercy^-seat. 

^^ Mr. Field was a strict economist of time. He 
rose early ; and, having allotted to each portion 
of the day its proper business, he suffered no- 
moment to linger unemployed or unimproved. 
He frequently read while at his meals; and 
though he was not what might be called a great 
reader, he read to great purpose; so that not 
only was his mind enriched by an acquaintance 
with the writings of Wesley and Fletcher, and 
other standard authors of the community to which 
he belonged, — he was also conversant with some 
of the best practical works, particularly of the 
earlier Divines, both in the Church of England, 
and amongst the Nonconformists. A pattern 
of punctusdity and order, he never seemed in a 
hurry ; and, I believe, he was never known to be 
Inte at any of his appointments as a Leader, or in 
his attendance at the means of grace. But, as be 
was ever intent on doing good, no undue regard 
to previous arrangement unfitted him for seizing 
-opportunities for usefulness when presented, or 
led him to undervalue, in relation to others, the 
time which hejustly deemed of such importance 
to himself. He readily laid aside his engage- 
ments, to converse with those who sought his 
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counsel ; and resumed them with as much com- 
posure and recollectedness as if no interruption 
had taken place. 

^^ He was eminently self-denying. If age and 
feebleness and frequent pain might justly claim 
indulgence and rest, Mr. Field could have pleaded 
them ; but he continued to ^ endure hardness as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ.' Though the 
joints of his knees and ankles were stiffened 
with rheumatism, the cold of mid-winter did not 
preyent him from taking his accustomed early 
bath; and, after breakrasting by candle-light, 
and ordering his affairs for the day, he might be 
seen, did the weather at all permit, supported by 
an umbrella and a staff, trarersing the streets 
of the city, and visiting the absent members of 
his classes, for the purpose of ministering warn- 
ing or encouragement, reproof or comfort, as oc- 
casion might demand. Nor should his givings 
be left unnoticed; for they were the offspring 
of self-deniaL It is matter of surprise how, with 
an income so limited, he could provide things 
needful for the body, and at the same time main- 
tain so respectable an appearance; yet he ma- 
naged to contribute to the several funds, not only 
of the Cork Society, but of the Connexion. And 
although there were many who would have es- 
teemed it a privilege to minister to his comfort, 
he almost invariab^ declined accepting the gifts 
of friendship, or took occasion to introduce the 
wants of others whose necessities he deemed 
greater than his own. 

*^In his talent for conversation, Mr. Field 
excelled. Rich in resources, he never seemed at 
a loss for a topic ; and his great object was kept 
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coDStaatljr in view. What to common observers 
might appear devoid of interest, frequently sug- 
gested to him remarks the most apposite and 
striking ; and what few but himself would have 
deemed suited to his purpose, he pressed into his 
service with the happiest effect. His observa- 
tions were often such as might excite a smile ; 
bat to a general terseness of expression he some- 
times added a beauty of illustration, and force 
of argument, which it was not easy to gainsay or 
resist. There occasionally appeared in him an 
approach to the loquacious. Of this he was 
aware : nor did he approve of it ; but excused it 
rather from his unwillingness to let time run to 
waste, which others did not seem disposed to 
occupy. As he always spoke from the fulness 
of his heart, his words were never of trifling 
import, or inconsistent with the law of kindness ; 
and numbers will bless God throughout eternity, 
for the instruction and grace of which they were 
made partakers while attending to the wise and 
weighty sayings that fell from his lips. To adopt 
the language of an esteemed young friend,— -^ A 
great man has &llen in Mr. Field. He was a 
man of Christianity universal, — of the great 
church. Many people, by whom Methodism was 
lightly esteemed, looked on him as a precious 
man ; and, in their admiration of his worth and 
faithfulness and diligence, crossed, before they 
were aware, the division which they allowed to 
keep them in a separate section of the professing 
church.' No earthly memorial can disclose the 
real extent of his usefrilness ; but his record is on 
high ; and it shall be made manifest when ' they 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
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firmament, and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness as the stars for erer and erer/ " 

The sketch of Mr. Field, supplied hy the pen 
of the Rey. William Reilly, although but an 
outline, is also correct and impressiye : — 

" Shortly after I wrote, I received intelligence 
of the death of our revered friend; and would 
have let you know, but that I supposed some of 
your acquaintances in Cork would inform you 
of the mournful occurrence. I could not give a 
character of James Field. So unusual an array 
of qualities as blended in his person, I never 
met. His mind was not of a common mould, 
naturally ; and, had he had an early education, he 
would have ranked amongst the most distin- 
guished men of the age. As it was, in his reli- 
gious character he was one of the few mighty 
men of the last half century who gave a living 
and practical example of ue power of divine 
grace unto a full salvation." 



THB END. 
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